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My First Day at Senior High

Once there were two middle school students both in their teens, who were eager to
know whatever sophistry (0 57 15 A7 42 ) was and asked their Greek teacher for advice. The
teacher thought a little and said, “Suppose two of my guests have arrived at my house. One
is clean and the other is dirty. I ask them to take a bath. Guess which of them will do so. ”

“The dirty one, of course,” answered the teenagers in no time.

“No, 1 don’t think so. Common knowledge tells us that people do things by habit. The
clean one who has the habit of taking a bath will certainly take a bath while the dirty one has
such habit won’t do so,” argued the teacher. “Now guess again which will take a bath.”

Correcting themselves, the students said, “The clean one.”

“No, you are wrong again. This time you should say the dirty one, because he needs a
bath,” argued again the teacher. “Now which on earth do you think will take a bath?” |
“The one who’s dirty,” replied the students, almost repeating their first answer.

“Oh, no, you are not right yet. This time you should say both will, for, you see, the
clean one’s got used to taking a bath and the dirty one ~hould wash himself completely,”
explained the teacher. Then, once more, he asked, “Now which is it that will take a bath,
do you know?”

The teenagers felt some hesitation, yet finally they answered, “B-b-both.” But still,
they wondered if they had got the right answer at last.

“No, you're quite mistaken this time. You should say neither will,” said the teacher.
Then, again, he explained, “You see, the one who's dirty has no bath-taking habit at all,
and the one who’s clean doesn’t need a bath at all. ”

“It seems that you’re always reasonable, but how can we understand?” said the
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students without any satisfaction, as if they were practising some sentence patterns. “Each
time what you said is quite different from or even opposite to what you had said last time,
but it seems that you are correct every time. ”

“Quite so. Now you see, that’s sophistry. ”

( ) 1. In the passage the words “teens” and “teenagers” refer to students who are
years old.
A. 10-16 B. 11 -17 C. 12-18 D. 13-19
( ) 2. The passage tells us about that sophistry means

A. incorrect explanations
B. false deceptive arguments
C. satisfactory explanations
D. misunderstanding of facts
( ) 3. Choose the right order of the teacher’s remarks in the passage.
a. It was wrong to say both his guests should take a bath.
b. It was right to say neither of his guests should take a bath.
c. The students were mislak(.:n to say the clean one should wash himself.
d. To say the dirty one should wash himself was not right.
A.d,c,a,b B. a, b, d, ¢ C. b,a,e,d D. d,ﬁ,c,b
( ) 4. We the way the teacher taught his students what sophistry was.
A. repeat B. reply C. appreciale D. practise
( ) 5. What the phrase “by habit” means is
A. having no habit ‘ B. having a habit
C. having the habit of D. out of habit

Part 2

(Part 1)
If you are hunting a chance to improve yourself in English, TOP ENGLISH CITY will

be a smart choice. We are members of “the International Language Wdrkshop" and enjoy
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both of the good honor in English teaching and high quality of our teaching team. We are
devoted to providing affordable, excellent English training programs for those who want to
improve both their English knowledge and their language skills.

In TOP ENGLISH CITY, you will be a top English-speaker among your competitors and
enjoy the advantage that your competitors have not. You will be proud of being a member of
TOP ENGLISH CITY.

Courses designed ;

Basic Studies...Sat. 8: 00-10: 00 a. m.

Intermediate (14411 ) Spoken English. .. Sun. 8: 00-10: 00 a. m.

Standard Spoken English. .. Sat. 8: 00-10: 00 a. m.

Basic Business English. .. Sun. 8: 00—-10: 00 a. m.

Intermediate Business English...7: 00 -9: 00 p. m.

TOEFL Super Studies. .. Sun. 7: 30-9: 30 p. m.

Children’s Weekend. .. Sat. & Sun. 8: 00 a. m. —5: 00 p. m.

For more information, please contact:

Room 806 American Plaza Tianhexi Rd, 510150 Guangzhou

Tel ;86668888 — 8806

(Part 1)

A place for you to practise your English, to exchange your English-learning
experiences, to know more about the culture of English-speaking countries, to make more

friends who can speak very good English.
You will have free talks, famous English films and songs appreciation, English

lectures and games; all are for you to improve yourself in English in the special, full-of-

fun Salon.

How to join;
We are a group with membership system, so if you want to join our group, please make.

an application to the Tianhe Office of Top English City, filling in the applying forms. You
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will be given a salon ID card, and becomes our member. The Qualifications:
You must be fluent in English-speaking or/and English lover. Those who are now
learning English in the Top English City will be advantageous.
For more information, please contact:
Mr. Liu Chan at;2947506
English Salon, your best friend! Join Right Now!
( } 1. Which of the following can be the best title for Part 17
A. Top English, your smart choice!
B. If you want to learn English, we can teach you!
C. Top English, the best English!
D. We have what you want!
( ) 2. Which of the following courses can be learned by the same person?
A. Basic Studies and Standard Spoken English.
B. Intermediate Spoken English and Basic Business English.
C. Standard Spoken English and TOEFL Super Studies.
D. Intermediate Business English and TOEFL Super Studies.
( ) 3. If you work in a Joint Venture Company, you probably take the
course.
A. Standard Spoken English
B. Intermediate Business English
C. TOEFL Super Studies
D. Children’s Weekend
) 4. If you want to join the English Salon, you should at least
A. be a university graduate
B. be a student learning English in the Top English City
C. be an English lover and can speak English well
D

. make more friends and know more about the culture of the English '
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Making Reading a Habit

The only way you can become a good reader is through practice. You can’t read a few
lines in your English book once a week and become a good reader. You need to read every
day. You should always carry something to read with you.

Reading with a Purpose

When you begin to read you should ask yourself a question: why am I reading
this? If you are reading to practise your English, you will read in a certain way. You
will read slowly and concentrate on the grammatical structures. If you are reading for
information about a particular subject, you will read in another way. You will
concentrate on main parts and supporting facts. You use the grammar of the passage
as a mean, not an end.

Reading to Practise English

Reading to practise English is the way most secondary school students use. In
secondary school you did not read English to learn about a particular subject: for example,
you did not read English to learn history. You read English to learn how a sentence was put
together, how the verb agreed with the subject, etc. But this is not the way you should read
for the fast reading.

Reading for Information

Reading for information is the kind of reading you do in your own language. You do not
stop to analyze grammatical structures when you pick up a book written in your native
language. You understand structures without thinking about them. They are second nature
to you.

‘Now you must develop this skill in English. You must learn to read for meaning.

The Fast Reading measures how well you understand the meaning of a passage. It
measures your ability to understand the main idea and the supporting facts. It measures your
ability to do this at a high speed. R

( ) 1. The writer believes that to become a good reader one needs to
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read a few lines in one’s English book once a week
practise English every day

understand English grammar well

o 0w »

have many English books

) 2. In reading to practise English, students should concentrate their attention on

grammatical structure

the main idea

o= »

the supporting facts
D. the important words
) 3. In reading for information,
A. grammar is of no use
B. one often has to stop to analyze grammatical structures
C. main parls and supporting facts are not very important
D. one should try to understand main parts and supporting facts
) 4. Working at the Fast Reading, readers are required to
A. translate the passage into their native language
B. understand the meaning of a passage
C. learn how a sentence is put together
D. learn how the verb agrees with the subject
) 5. Developing reading skill will
A. make reading a habit ‘
B. help practise English
C. improve your ability to get information from reading

D. improve your ability to analyze grammatical structures

Part 4 .
A young man had a new young girl-friend. As he wanted to unpressi il oo %0
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her, he invited her 1o a world-famous restaurant with him one evening. They had a
wonderful dinner and many kinds of drinks, and they danced until mid-night. The girl
enjoyed the entire evening, and was suitably impressed by everything she saw, including
several film stars.
At the end of the evening the waiter brought the bill. When the young man saw how
much he had to pay, he was so shocked by the total sum that he went as white as a sheet.
The helpful waiter who was watching his face, thought he might be going to faint, so he

quickly pured out a glass of iced water and emptied it over the young man’s head. Then he
took the bill back and added to it, “Iced water 50.”
( ) 1. In order to show , the young man invited his girl-friend to a goodl

restaurant.

A. he was very rich

B. he loved her deeply

C. himself off before her

D. his Benerosity { 4 4 )
( } 2. Which one do you not believe?

A. They had a very rich meal.

B. They were drunk.

C. They danced happily.

D. The girl had a wonderful time.
( ) 3. When the young man saw the bill, he turned pale because

A. he became seriously ill

B. the waiter frightened him

C. the pay was too much

D. l'1e was surprised
( ) 4. What happened in the end?

A. The wailer poured out iced over the young man’s head.

B. They were asked to pay more.

C. The young man wanted to pay more money.
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D. The waiter thought the young man needed a glass of iced water.
( } 5. What didn’t they do that night?

A. They had a wonderful dinner.

B. They had many kinds of drinks.
C. They took many kinds of drinks.
D

. They danced until midnight.

Pirs

My school holidays began on May 13th in America. On May 15th we went to the Grand
Canyon( K#{¥) in Aricona ¢ # £ A1 X141 We had a good view and 1 enjoyed-.
mysels. |

We also saw the !'vtrified Foresi ¢ {1 1b # ) and the Painted Desert. In the Petriﬁed;:
Forest we walked and saw many things. One of the places we saw and went to in thei‘
Petrified Forest was the Agate Housc( 38415 It was on top of a hill. The whole of the
Petrified Forest is about the whole width of ~ineqpotet i it ), At the Painted Desert the
sand was very colorful. My father drove my mother and me through the Painted Desert that
was about 11km long. . i

The Grand Canyon is my favorite place. It is about 480km long but we only saw part of
it. There was a fvokont toweet WATEY) 44 the Grand Canyon and we went up to see. We|
also went to see the IMAX(70mm L) show which was very exciting.

On May 20th we reached Greenville, South Carolina, where we lived while we were in

America. We left for Singapore on 25th May and arrived on the 27th of May.

During the June holiday I did many things. Some of the things I did were going to the ['
Arcade ( #t J) going to my grandmother’s house, going to three libraries and going ;
shopping. I enjoyed my school holidays.

(- ) 1. Where does the Grand Canyou lie?
A. In Greenville. '

B. Near Arizona.



C.

In Arizona.

D. In Singapore.
( ) 2. In the writer’s opinion, the Petrified Forest is
A. very famous
B. very large
C. very long
D. very wide

( ) 3. Which place does the writer like best?

A.‘
B.
C.
D.

His grandmother’s house.
The Grand Canyon.

The Painted Desert.

The Arcade.

( ) 4. From the text, we know that the writer’s family lived in

in America.

A.

Pan 6

Arizona

B. the Grand Canyon
C.
D

South Carolina

. the Pelrifiea Forest

when they were

Alice always wanted to be a singer. Music was the most important in her life and to tell

you the truth, she took lessons for years, practised every day. In spite of all this, her voice

- didn’t improve. Honestly it didn’t get better, it just got louder.

Her teacher finallygave up and stopped the lessons but Alice refused, and one day she

decided to give a concert and invited her teacher to attend.

The teacher was very worried about what to say after her performance. She knew it was

terrible. She didn’t want to tell a lie, but she didn’t want to -hurt Alice’s feeling, either.

Finally she got an idea and went to

greet( [n] ) her pupil.



“Well” , said Alice, “What did you think of my performance?”

“My dear,” said the teacher, " You'll never be better than you were tonight. ”

) 1.

) 2.

) 3.

) 4.

)} 5.

Why did Alice want to be a singer?

A. Because she was good at singing.

B. Because she could do nothing but sing.

C. Because she had a good teacher.

D. Because she was most interested in music.

What made Alice give a concert?

A. She wanted to prove that her teacher was wrong.

B. She wanted 1o please her teacher.

C. She was hardly sure that she could sing beautifully.

D. Somebody else wanted her to do so.

What is really meant by saying “ You’ll never be better than you were tonight”
A. You have given an excellent performance tonight.

B. You havenl made any improvement and 11e£ther will you.

.. You have never sung so well before.

D. You did much better before than tonight.

Il Alice’s 1eacher had told a lie, she might have said

A. “I don™t like the performance”

B. “You have made no progress”

C. “The performance tonight is terrible”

D. “Your performance tonigh‘t is excellent”

The best title for this passage may be
A. Alice

B. Alice and Her Teacher

C. A Girl Wishing to Be a Singer
o :

. Alice Will Never Be a Singer
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When I was a kid growing up in Ohio of the USA, I never heard of soccer. In college 1
became aware of the sport, but it remained distant from my personal experience. Soccer was
played by rich kids in private schools, I thought, schools that tried to imitate English-style
education. I thought soccer was the sport of snobs. I was so provincial, I had no idea that
soccer was a world-wide craze.

(1) Times have certainly changed. While traditional American sports like basketball,
baseball, and football ( American style) are still very popular, soccer is emerging t};ery
powerfully as a sport of choice in the younger generation. My grandsons, for example, are
avid soccer players. So are two of my nieces. They all belong to organized soccer leagues
and are chauffeured around by their mothers to soccer practice and soccer games, just as I
was driven to baseball, basketball and football practice. So widespread has this phenomenon
become that newspapers and pollsters are now referring to the mothers of this new generation
as “soccer moms” .

The profile of a soccer mom is fairly easy to draw. Mainly they live in the suburbs and
of course have a car( probably the family’s second ) in order to get their children not just to
soccer practice, but to and from school, and to all the special classes and events these
parents want their children to have. Soccer moms believe in education and that their
children will grow up smarter and better if they have plenty of enriching experience—soccer,
you see, is just part of the package.

Soccer moms, as a group, are well-educated and considered to be more liberal
politically than their husbands. Therefore, they have become the object of a lot of attention
from politicians who would like to have their votes. Some political theorists, for example,
believe that the vote of the “soccer moms” was significant in getting President Bill Clinton
to the White House. Soccer moms also tend to support education and civic projects more
than their more conservative husbands, it is said.

(2) But mainly soccer moms live a family-oriented life, and if they hold jobs, the jobs in,

most cases are secondary to their husband’s jobs and are held to supplement the family income.
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I have an idea that in about ten years, when my grandsons and nieces are old enough to play
soccer at a higher level, America will have forgotten “soccer moms”, but everyone will
know what soccer is.

HRE X P RHEFERD

(1)

(2)
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