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The vast and mysterious plateau in Tibet is
uniquely rich in natural spectacles and biological
resources. Owing to communication barrier and
lack of information. little is known about Tibet.
It is often mistakingly referred to as a mere
wasteland with snow-capped mountains and
grassland. which. according to some. becomes
synonymous to “desolate”. The respected Profes
sor Xu Fengxiang is obstinately devoted to the
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research in the plateau ecology of Tibet. During
the last 15 years. she has made arduous expedi-
tions to 18 major forest areas in Tibet and cov-
ered more than 120000 kilometres. In the pro
cess. she made way into Mutuo (on the southern
slope of the Himalayas. the only county of our
country that has no highways) three times and
crossed six times the Nujiang River. the Lancang

River and the Jinsha River. She has experienced

cal research of the Tibet Plateau.
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and overcome the most difficult hardships and u
nimaginable dangers. For several times. she nar
rowly escaped death. As a result. large amounts
of precious and first-hand information and data

have been obtained. which help start the ecologi

In order to present this great treasure of na

ture to the public and to exhibit the great

achievements Professor Xu Fengxiang has made




. T H— 0 ERH TR A BUR L EATASH
H R T 3 R e P R ) ) K R A
0 A Ll X B YR TR

MR EH AR EEEEM NN N Aa R
FRWIFEATAT, LR X BEXES A PR 51 K
BhoE TARE B ST A — 2 LR R R P08

DA T A ECTE 5T T 2 b —— AT AR T A R R
HEL [ A 4 70 L AT A — R 5 [ e S B P G

{LIRPHEEOR AL

1992.12.

PSRN -
eraiasrss R A
MENPapRRE S
By < EREERYY  BqeRas s RRE g AR
PRSI e L el
RAdxagysvely Ragros  graiyasvdvgy Sy saney
EgRaTIaRETQY Ky AFUECERTAFIRITRE B TS
AR g ARG AR IvARRI T AERVEREN AR ARNaSA A WS:SPF:EC;'\;
n.laa QEQRQ"]NQQRRGE“]%K ﬁml Eﬁ'ﬁﬁm'f{gﬂ] N'ﬁﬁ'qs‘“'é’i ......

FaG R AR Y ER K AR
QB AER AN AN AFRN YRR
W Avgr PR a@xgqg A g
QYRR Jgava N IH g
quAsg A AR 3w AR g

gﬁ'qﬁagﬂ'qﬁ‘“ S.Q 6:&'q.mql

TR IR IR =T
§%rrPRTIRN

in her field so as to realize the long-cherished
dream of a scientist working in Tibet, we have
organized the publication of this large picture al-
bum “Tibetan Vegetation of China”. It is gen-
uinely hoped that the authentic materials in the
album will give the public a true picture of Tibet
and then hold dear this wonderful corner of our
motherland. Meanwhile, it is intended to dedicate

this special treasure house of natural sciences to

our fellow scientists so as to attract their atten-
tion and interest in its further exploration, pro-
tection, exploitation as well as construction.

Jiangsu Science and Technology Publishing
House

December. 1992
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An expert on plant ecology of plateau in our
region, Professor Xu Fengxiang is now director
of Tibet Institute of Plateau Ecology.

She had been a teacher at Nanjing College of
Forestry before she entered Tibet. In the 1970s.
she went to Tibet to make forest explorations.
Attracted by the unique landscape. the various
landforms and the peculiar vegetation on the Ti-
betan Plateau. she gave up without hesitation the

favourable working and living conditions in Nan-
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jing and resolutely came to work in Tibet when unutterable how many hardships and hazards we

she was already over her fifties. have ever experienced. ~

Xu Fengxiang shows an ardent love for this
magical and beautiful land. During the last
decade with strong devotion and sense of respon-
sibility and with unyielding willpower and hard-
working spirit. she and her assistants have
topped many high mountains, crossed big rivers,
explored thick forests and deep valleys. Just as

she often puts it. “It is really unimaginable and

Xu Fengxiang was transferred to Tibet
when its construction was developing vigorous-
ly. In this vast new world with favourable social
conditions. her wisdom and talents were brought
into full play. She. together with some depart-
ments concerned. took an active role in the
preparations to found the Tibet Institute of
Plateau Ecology. She and her assistants have
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made many actual explorations of Tibetan
plateau ecology. which have provided many pre-
cious materials and scientific evidences for the
protection of Tibetan ecological environment and
reasonable exploitation of natural resources. and
have played an important role in the economic
construction of our region. In this sense. I ven-
ture to state that science and technology have
truly become the most important productive

force.
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With the ardent love for my motherland.
Professor Xu Fengxiang, during her explo-
rations. has taken a large number of precious pic-
tures regardless of many hardships. Supported
and encouraged by some departments, she care-
fully selected these pictures and put them in this
album “Tibetan Vegetation of China”. This is
another accomplishment of her many years'
hardwork. It displays different and unique land-
scapes, rivers and lakes, plant distribution and




T AU AR iy 9 7 ORI DR SN L i
RO NN VNS s 1S IS AVUE: SPELE R TN

EOUNS S T3 3205 A S e & NI E
AT H R 2 L

& A0 B0 B 3 8 i I A RS EROOR hy A
P O 00 RURH R DC g D54 S RS 1 A

3l

D8 A e I A S BRI F 9 Ml oA S . A
A A AH SO L R I I 2 3 128 4 4 1l
0K otk .

T %

L9892 2:

Fqw g FarAx R ax g aR
xR gR B IR TN B § ala ax
aEa Tn R Bdg R HR IR TR
R ST LR N
gy B ke a3 B By wx A
3y speBasfRganaEy
B e gy g s oy B g 5
A5 g AR A TP B R
sa gRugwEL B A
TIGRR] FIFIRIF 4

QR AR AR RN JAE R FREN
BeagmysanGraEge gy
AR ARNAR LG SE S ARy
BR AER AN R AN B H A
55| Sy A Y adagxafa-

S P
SXHRY RuvATagNN Y
g aBqgaEg ey
B S
§VIRE AgF GV Ry|

AHRG N'“‘]Nﬁ‘ﬁm'éi'g-qa 5@. g5
AHEY FAR R AEy A RAY AR
Fraqw@e Ry

AFE AR AR WX P IVER
RNPR RN ENFFAJUG R =
ﬂ%‘aﬁ'@m'n'ma“ R'&%RN'@@%: ~~~~~~

other abundant precious natural resources in all
parts of Tibet. which are not known so far to the
public. These pictures are not only of high scien
tific and aesthetic value but of great significance
to those at home and aboard who want to make
sight-seeing tours. scientific research and even
investment in the region as the pictures give a
true presentation of Tibet.

In order to extend my cordial congratulation

on the publication of this album. 1 write this

g @{\\)

§EgeFRF IR

preface with great pleasure. And 1 wish Xu
Fengxiang and other researchers working in Ti
bet greater achievements in explorations and re
search of plateau ecology. They will surely make
greater contributions to its deeper reform. more
open policies and quicker economic construction

pace.

Dian Zing

December 1992
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Xu Fengxiang. female. was born in Daiyang
of Jiangsu Province in 1931. She is a professor of
forest ecology and director of Tibet Institute of
Plateau Ecology. In 1955 she graduated from
Nanjing College of Forestry and then became a
teacher at the same college. During 1978~ 1980.
she was sent to Tibet in order to help its devel-
opment. From 1981 to 1984, she went to Tibet to
make investigations every year. In 1985, she was
transferred to work in Tibet.

During her 38-year teaching and research
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career. she has been very strict with her instruc-
tion and devoted herself to scientific research and
made outstanding achievements. She shows an
ardent love of nature and dedicates all herself to
mountain forests. In order to disclose the corre-
lation between ecological environment and forest
resources. she has made study tours to 65 major
forest areas in our country. eighteen of which are
in Tibet. There she has covered more than
120000 kilometres. from Shigian River in the
“uninhabited”

west through the area to Jinsha

g Re K B RgR PR g E
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Prof. Xu Fengxiang was investigating in Medog forest .
1990 (alt. 800m.photographer: Zheng Weilie)

River in the east. from Qomolangma down to the
humid Mutuo. the lower reaches of Yalu Tsang-
po River. and almost traversed the entire Tibet.
During the expeditions. she has climbed many
high mountains and entered many deep valleys.
and after a huge number of hardships she has
collected large amounts of valuable data. speci
mens and photographs which in many aspects
have bridged the gaps in the plateau ecological
research.
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