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Life in Death

The painter was known for his ability to put life on canvas like no other artist of his time. He
was so skilled in the use of colors that some people said his paintings were more true to life than
life itself.

He was indeed a skilled artist. When he painted fruit, it seemed as if you could take it from
the picture and eat it. When he put a field of spring flowers on canvas, it seemed as if you could
walk in that field, feel a gentle breeze and smell the fragrance of the flowers. And when he put a
face on his canvas with his brush, it looked like a person of flesh and blood with life and breath.

One day this skilled artist met a beautiful woman, who immediately became the object of his
affections. As he observed her and spoke with her, he admired her more and more. He showered
her with kindness and words of praise until she consented to be his wife.

Not long after they were married, however, the beautiful woman found out that she was
more the object of his artistic interest than the object of his affections. When he admired her
beauty, it was as if he were standing in front of a work of art rather than in front of a human
being, whom he had promised to love with his life. And soon he expressed his great desire to put
her rare beauty on canvas.

“Please sit for me in the workroom,” he asked, “and I will make your beauty immortal. The
work will be my masterpiece!”

She was obedient as well as flattered by his words, so she said: “Yes, my love. I will be
happy to sit for you.”

So the beautiful, young wife of the artist sat patiently for hours in his workroom, not
complaining. Day after day, she sat obediently, smiling as she sat, because she loved him and
because she hoped that he would see her love in her smile and obedience.
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She sometimes wanted to call out to him: “Please love me and want me as a person rather
than as an object!” But, instead, she spoke nothing but words that pleased him.

Once, as she lay sleepless in bed at night, she planned to say to him the next day: “My dear
husband, I am jealous of your mistress!” She thought that surely he would answer in surprise:
“Mistress? 1 have no one but you!” And then she would say: “Your mistress is your art!” .
Somehow she was never courageous enough to say any of the words. So, she continued to sit for
him patiently, hour after hour, day after day, week after week. Her love for him gave her the
patience, for she knew how much pleasure he took in his task.

The artist was a passionate, wild and gloomy man who became so involved in his work that
he saw only what he wanted to see. He did not, or could not, see, as she smiled on, that she was
becoming weak and unhappy. He did not, or could not, see that though the flesh tones were fresh
and beautiful on his canvas, the color was leaving the face of his lovely model.

At length, as the labor drew nearer to its conclusion, the painter became wilder in his
passion for his work. He only rarely turned his eyes from the canvas to look at his wife, though
she continued to sit patiently for him while continuing to grow weaker and weaker.

Finally, after weeks passed, he surveyed his work for the finishing touches. A brush needed
to be touched to the mouth, and a tint needed to be added to the eye.

Since'the woman knew that he had almost completed the task, her spirits were revived for a
moment. Then, when the brush was given and the tint placed, the painter stood back, overjoyed at
what he had placed on the canvas with the skill of his hand and mind!

As he stood there gazing at his beautiful work of art, he cried with a loud voice: “This is
indeed life itself!” Then he turned to his beloved and saw that she was dead.

New Words

canvas /'kenvas/ n. strong, coarse cloth used by artists for oil-paintings i ffi

breeze /brizz/ n. wind, especially a soft, gentle wind X, FI}X

fragrance /'freigrons/ n. pleasant or sweet smell &, &HS

flesh flef/ n. soft substance between the skin and bones of animal
bodies, consisting of muscle and fat B; LA

affection /o'fekfn/ n. feeling of fondness; love #%; #3%; #E, K

observe /ob'z3iv/ v, see or notice; watch carefully F&F|; WL

shower /'fava(r)/ vr. scatter heavily (on); pour fFMMFMIREE; KEHS
T i

kindness /'kaindnis/ n. kind nature; kind behavior; quality of being kind 3E1]];
Mg (S 4E

consent /kan'sent/  vi. give agreement or permission to [7&; RIF

rare /rea(r)/ adj. not often happening or seen, etc.; unusual & K; FA

B AFHI
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immortal /i'mo:itl/ adj.
masterpiece /'ma:stopizs/  n.
obedient /o'bi:diont/  adj.
flatter /'flaeta(r)/ vr.

sleepless /'sli:plis/ adj.
jealous /'dzelos/ adij.

mistress /'mistris/  n.
surely /'fo:lt/  adv.

courageous /ka'rerdzos/  adj.

passionate /'pafonot/  adj.
gloomy /'glumy/  adj.
tone /toun/ n.
conclusion /kan'klu;zn/  n.
passion /'pefn/ n.
survey /sa'ver/ vt

tint /tint/ n.

revive /ri'varv/  vr.
overjoyed /,puva'd3oid/  adj.

beloved /br'lavid/ n.

having fame for all time; that continues for ever ANFj
) TKFER

a piece of work, which is the best a person has done

NHE

doing what one is ordered to do; willing to obey A
s TR, Wrigf

give a feeling of pleasure or honor to sb. (A )EE|
R, Ak, B

not providing sleeping KHRA], AHRA)

feeling or showing unhappiness because of sb. else’s
success; or the better fortune; envious FKIHI; FHH
woman loved or courted by a man (Z)EA; EBA
without doubt; certainly #fsE; TohE; L8R

brave; fearless BEK); TER

dominated or easily affected by strong feelings 5 3h{%
M BIER 25

sad and depressed; disappointing JHIE[); RARH); 4
NKEH

general effect of color or of light and shade in picture;
tint or shade (of a color) &if; JefE

(Dend; a judgment or decision 453 ; %R

Q4w; #R

strong , deep, often uncontrollable feeling of love #3%;
B BRIE

take a general view of; look carefully at all of (sb./sth.),
especially from a distance H\'%; (2HEH)FM

shade or variety of a color fJ&; Bifa %

come or bring back to health, strength or consciousness
AR HiE: WRE

greatly delighted (at one’s success, etc.) ¥ AfKE,; L%

2w
=P

a person dearly loved; darling FFZHIA; T|A

Useful Expressions

flesh and blood  human body; human nature; human beings I B> §8; Aftk; A
find out learn or discover (sth. you did not know before) %&Bi; &

day after/by day one day after another —R %

atlength at last; finally; for a long time 4&F; BJ5; 40
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gaze at look steadily, intently, and with fixed attention %E81; £

Notes

(1) ... his paintings were more true to life than life itself. - s B ] LG AR T A 5 T
B,

HIRHY life ZARAEFEF RN, ¥, 8% . more true to life T LLEE truer to life, 75

“HEER” MEA.

(2) ... who immediately became the object of his affections. -+ Al 3of b — WL o

the object of his affections fh#F% f1X7 %, BJZ the woman he loves.

(3) He showered her with kindness ... fhx} &I H T LBHZEE--.

)i shower & “¥hifi, KELT” MEB. Y.

We showered the girl with gifts and wishes on her birthday.

IR BRI, BADBES WAL E TR,

(4) Not long after they were married, however, the beautiful woman found out that
she was more the object of his artistic interest than the object of his affections. X7, W&EA
A AMRWHEZFHER, thEBERMERNBHITE, TARMERIE,

more...than ZEIX B RIR “ FER - MAR” XFp “EFE” &TE,

& interest IXMA], #¥(interest)F “ LR 5 ¥ (interests)® “F|Z5” , Hun.

His artistic interest is very strong.

fhxf ZARE B+ RE

He is very much concerned about his interests in the business.

b 53 R ABAE XA ML - T 2

(5) She was obedient as well as flattered by his words... RN , i i th 4 i i 3]

(6) Her love for him gave her the patience, for she knew how much pleasure he took in
his task. Xt B A B A TR L, BRI A b S0 b R 2 4 BEXR A B T4

for 5| RFRIRE M5 54).

take pleasure in 3EFE XK, LL------ K. Xm:

He rook great pleasure in helping others. fth3E% SRFBh A,

(7) He did not, or could not, see, as she smiled on, that she was becoming weak and
unhappy. % —HRFHEUE, EHNLEEN, RERREEN, BABSEEE, £
il

as she smiled on ZARTEMA]. that 5] FHI M EIIE see HIEIE.

(8) At length, as the labor drew nearer to its conclusion, the painter became wilder in
his passion for his work. #&/5, BEH T/EEIERRE, EFRITE/ERHEEMES.

atlength B J5, fHXT finally, atlast.

draw near to its conclusion B4,

(9) Finally, after weeks passed, he surveyed his work for the finishing touches. i1 T
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JLAGE, thxHbiEfE T —FRdE, UMEERFREE.

the finishing touches B/ MEE G, Xm:

He went over the assay and put the finishing touches to it.

IEXEE T —E, HXWeHITT REHEEA,

(10) Then, when the brush was given and the tint placed, the painter stood back,
overjoyed at what he had placed on the canvas with the skill of his hand and mind! /)5, 7£
EERBLZE, BFERT WL, 3B CHORMEITHEHER R LR E .

and the tint placed = and the tint was placed, H K] was ZHE T .

overjoyed FI{ETE &R, W LIL/SBEM ST, 7824 E1E the painter FIXME, U B A 1 B 1%
RE&.

Exercises

I. Read aloud the following passages until you can recite it.

The painter was known for his ability to put life on canvas like no other artist of his time. He
was so skilled in the use of colors that some people said his paintings were more true to life than
life itself.

He was indeed a skilled artist. When he painted fruit, it seemed as if you could take it from
the picture and eat it. When he put a field of spring flowers on canvas, it seemed as if you could
walk in that field, feel a gentle breeze and smell the fragrance of the flowers. And when he put a
face on his canvas with his brush, it looked like a person of flesh and blood with life and breath.

Il. Answer the following questions based on the text.

(1) How skilled was the painter in painting?

(2) Did the painter love the woman?

(3) Why was the woman willing to sit for her husband as a model of his painting? Was she
happy to do so?

(4) What do you think was the cause of the woman’s death?

(5) What’s your understanding of the meaning of “life in death”?

[11. Mark the fol lowing statements true (T) or false (F) according to the text.

(1) According to some people’s view, the artist’s paintings looked the same as life itself.

(G
(2) The wife was happy to sit for the husband because she loved art. « )
(3) The painter took his wife mainly as a model for his painting. « )
(4) He never saw that his wife was becoming weaker and more unhappy. C )
(5) The wife died for the picture. ( )
IV. Cloze: Fill in each blank with the right word in reference to the text.

Once, as she lay sleepless in bed at night, she planned to say to him the next day, “My dear
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husband, I am jealous _ 1 _ your mistress!” She thought that surely he would answer 2

surprise: “Mistress? I have noone _3  you! ” And then she would say, “Your mistress is your
_ 4 ! Somehow she was never courageous enough _ 5 say any of the words. So, she
continued to __ 6  for him patiently, hour __ 7  hour, day after day, week after _8 . Her

love for him gave her the patience, _ 9  she knew how much pleasure he took _ 10 his
task.

V. Translate the following passages into English.

AMER UMM EmEREEM 4. thELLSEYESFER. RERE T bl K
R, RBAIEER T RZHE.

—R, RMEANEZBR T —ANEFLEE, I EXh— ReE. thi T iR
KREMS, HEIME NG, hlEEfh. BRELBEREA, AL EERME
RXBHIXE, MARMBERNER. RTAH THEHER, o HIEEABERIL, ME
H, NP ADE, —RX—R, —AX—A. &F, tERERITFL, Sdbhig
REESE. ARXAER R EETMAES, TRAEERX V). SihSem T X\AER,
bk Bk 2% .

Word Study

promise‘

1) v fRiE, BFN; TR

@ promise (+ sb.) + n.

He promised me a quick answer.

It is not so simple, I promise you.

They promised an immediate reply.

The dark clouds promise rain.

@ promise (+ sb.) + that-clause

He promised (me) that he would be here at 6 o’clock.
® promise (+ sb.) + to-inf

He promised (me) to be here at 6 o’clock.

Susan promised to attend to the matter promptly.

This year promises to be another good year for harvests.
(2) vi. promise (+adv.) +as+n. BREMETE
John promises well as an actor.

@) n. KW, EE; BIRE, (Bg

If you make a promise you should keep it.

The news of the war brings little promise of peace.
She made a promise of help.



