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Abstract

Organized around the government response theory, the
present dissertation investigates the insufficiency of current re-
sponse mechanism for the public decision — making process in
China. The paper also discusses the reasons of the institutional
impediments of the government’s response mechanism for the
public participation in the process of public policy making and
suggests new ways to improve the current response mechanism
of China. The paper is composed of the follo‘wing‘four parts.

The first part introduces and analyzes the government re-
sponse theory. To be more exact, this part discusses the con-
cepts of the theory and analyzes the relationship between partici-
pation, democracy and responsiveness. Explaining the connota-
tion of governmental responsiveness and its characteristics, the
author divides governmental responsiveness into four layers,
such as functional responsiveness, claimant responsiveness, ac-
countable responsiveness and foreseeable responsiveness. The
author argues that institutional focus of a responsive government
lies in the construction of a response mechanism for public partic-
ipation in the process of public policy making.wThe present study

has significance for the reform and development of the govern-
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ment policy—making system.

The second part mainly discusses the insufficiency of the
public participation in public policy making process and argues
the ineffectiveness of the current public response system. There
are three types of responsive governments in China, namely,
control type, management type and participation type. The peri-
od before and after 1949 is the preliminary stage. It changed to
the stage of control, manipulation, frustration and loss in the
Iate 1950s to the end of 1970s. The third period begins from the
end of 1970s to 1990s, when the Chinese government recon-
structs its response system. By means of strengthening and de-
regulating, the management type, which belongs to the fourth
period, comes into being. Now the government changes from the
management type to accountabili;cy type. The insufficiency of the
public participation in public policy making process and the inef-
fectiveness of the current public response mechanism are in seri-
ous condition in China.

The third part discusses why the public cant take part in the
government policy— making process freely. The dissertation ar-
gues that we should keep a balance between multi—interests and
make compromise where necessary. The mass should also be the
main body in public policy —making process of the government.
In addition, democratic participation should be the main way of
public decision—making, supplemented with government's deci-
sion. In essence, the question is whether we should meet the
public's need first or the government’s need first. Institutional

factors as well as historical factors may be the contributing fac-
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tors to the deficiency of responsiveness in government’'s policy-
making process. The author concludes that the process of policy
making in China is still an authoritative political decision making
process. The powerful administration restricts the participation
of the public. It is difficult for the establishment of a rights—ori-
ented society under these circumstances. That is why Chinese
government cannot response to the ‘demand of the public effi-
ciently. ‘

The fourth part of this paper discusses the institutional in-
novation in constructing government response system for public
participation in the public policy making process. As to the ways
of public participation of public policy — making process, we
should form public agenda and promote the social interaction so
as to form the input and output system. The public’s rights for
the participation in the decision — making must be protected by
the government. At the same time, the society should be strati-
fied so as to differentiate political structure, cultivate the self —
governance of the society, set the relative responsive mode of
participation, decrease the mediate layer and decentralize the
function of county government.

As regards the construction of institutions, we should es-
tablish the commitment of policy making, policy and decision—
making openness. We should also introduce the mechanism of
witness hearing in decision — making and in policy making, as
well as the poll system, responsiveness mechanism, and account-
ability mechanism of public policy making. What's more, a sup-

porting mechanism of responsiveness in policy making by the
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public is also important. It includes the citizen rights protection
mechanism, law system, necessary media of responsiveness in
policy making, scientific design and operation of responsiveness
in policy making, qualified public manager in res'ponsiveness of
policy making and creation of general attendance. And the author
also discusses the restrictions of public attendance of policy mak-
ing as well of the dilemma in responsive mechanism. The author
argues that to strengthen the reform of public policy —making we
should increase the transparency, participation and responsive-
ness of the government. The responsive government should be
based on society of rights and the “cooperative governance” type
of government. Only in this way can we construct an effective
network mode of responsiveness, which focuses on the rights of

the mass with the party playing a major role.
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