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Life will be imaged, but cannot be
divided nor doubled. Any invasion of its
unity would be chaos.
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Love Your Life

Henry David Thoreau

However mean your life is, meet it and live it ;do not shun it and call
it hard names. It is not so bad as you are. It looks poorest when you are
richest. The fault finder will find faults even in paradise. Love your life,
poor as it is. You may perhaps have some pleasant,thrilling, glorious
hours, even in a poor-house. The setting sun is reflected from the windows
of the alms-house as brightly as from the rich man's abode ; the snow melts
before its door as early in the spring. I do not see but a quiet mind may live
as contentedly there,and have as cheering thoughts, as in a palace. The
town's poor seem to me often to live the most independent lives of any.
Maybe they are simply great enough to receive without misgiving. Most
think that they are above being supported by the town ;but it oftener hap-
pens that they are not above supporting themselves by dishonest means,
which should be more disreputable. Cultivate poverty like a garden herb,
like sage. Do not trouble yourself much to get new things, whether clothes
or friends. Turn the old,, return to them. Things do not change ; We change.
Sell your clothes and keep your thoughts.
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Life

Ralph Waldo Emerson

Life will be imaged, but cannot be divided nor doubled. Any invasion
of its unity would be chaos. The soul is not twin-born,but the only begot-
ten,and though revealing itself as child in time, child in appearance,is of a
fatal and universal power,admitting no co-life. Every day, every act betrays
the ill-concealed deity. We believe in ourselves, as we do not believe in
others. We permit all things to ourselves, and that which we call sin in
others, is experiment for us. It is an instance of our faith in ourselves, that
men never speak of crime as lightly as they think, or, every man thinks a
latitude safe for himself, which is nowise to be indulged to another. The
act looks very differently on the inside,and on the outside;in its quality,
and its consequences. Murder in the murderer is no such ruinous thought
as poets and romancers will have it; it does not unsettle him, or fright him
from his ordinary notice of trifles: it is an act quite easy to be contemplat-
ed, but in its sequel, it turns out to be a horrible jangle and confounding all
relations. Especially the crimes that spring from love,seem right and fair
from the actor' s point of view, but, when acted, are found destructive of
society. No man at last believes that he can be lost, nor that the crime in
him is as black as in the felon. Because the intellect qualifies in our own
case the moral judgments. For there is no crime to the intellect. That is
antinomian or hypernomian, and judges law as well as fact.
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