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Marriage Proposal to Bernard Shaw

Once a beautiful and dissolute' British actress wrote to
propose marriage’ t0 Bernard Shaw.® She said she did not mind
Bernard Shaw’s old age and ugliness because he was a genius.*
And if they could combine the beauty of the woman with the
talents of the great man, that would be greatly harmonious.’
“With your wisdom and my appearance, our children must be
perfect.”

Bernard Shaw answered, in a letter, that her imagination was
splendid, “But, what if® the children take my appearance and your

wisdom’?”

| @ dissolute /'disaluzt/ a. RifHY; BHM

© @ propose marriage R
© Bernard Shaw /ba:nad [ov H{E8 (1856-1950, XE/hstk, BERANMITR)
O genius /'dzitnjos/ n. R4 ; K&

© harmonious /ha:'mounjas/ a. hHillfy; FikEY
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Mark Twain’s Speechmaking Strategy (1)

When he first began his speaking career, Mark Twain
recalled, he used a full page of notes to keep him from getting
mixed up. He would write down the beginning of key sentences, to
take him from one point to another and to protect him from
skipping'. For a typical evening’s lecture, he would write and
memorize 11 key beginnings.

The plan failed. Twain would remember the sentences, all
right, but forget their order. He would have to stop, consult’ his
notes, and thereby spoil’ the spontaneous® effect of the whole
speech.

Twain then decided to memorize not only key sentences, but
also the first letter of each sentence. This initial’-letter method
didn’t work either. Not even when he cut the number of letters to
10 and inked them on his fingernails.

“I kept track of® the fingers for a while,” he wrote in his
essay, “then I lost it, and afier that I was never quite sure which
finger I had used last.”

He considered licking off’ the inked letters as he went along.
People noticed he seemed more interested in his fingernails than
his subject; one or two listeners would come up afterwards and ask
what was wrong with his hands.
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