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Chapter 1.
What Is Philosophy?

A. Defining “Philosophy”

A straightforward definition of philosophy would surely prove helpful at the
outset, but the term is not easy to define. For Socrates and his Greek
contemporaries, philosophy was, quite literally, “the love of wisdom.” Others describe
philosophy as *a rigorous attempt to understand”or “a persistent and organized
attempt to see life steadily and see it whole.” There is little agreement on a plain and
simple definition that will satisfy everyone. Some regasrd philosophy as the name for
a subject area of study, some prefer to use the term to identify an individual's
general approach to life; others see philosophy as the identification of the
presuppositions and assumptions underlying a subject matter (for example, the
philosophy of science, the philosophy of history, and so forth); stil others think of
philosophy as a set of techniques o clarify the way language is used.

A clear and cogent answer to the question “What is philosophy?” might
reasonably be deferred until one has had an opportunity to see what philosophers do
and hear what they have to say .In the meantime, it can be proposed, tentatively,
that philosophy is an activity undertaken by human beings who are deeply
concerned about who they are and what everything means, and that a philosopher is
a person who perceives in some measure the ways in which the various experiences
and awareness of existence form a pattern of meaning. This is the broad and
inclusive definition of philosophy that sets the framework for the subject matter of
this book. In this light, philosophy is more than a purely technical enterprise of
analyzing words, concepts, and logical thought processes. It is more than a peculiar
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game played by academic specialists. Rather, philosophy, without apology, forcefully
directs attention to the relentless efforts of human beings to achieve an organized
view of themselves and the universe in which they live. At its most inclusive,
philosophy is as broad as life and as deep as human understanding.

B. The Fields of Philosophy

One way to approach philosophy is to describe the several branches that have
emerged as the fraditional fields of study in the discipline. Each of three
well-established areas of philosophical study is identified by the major question it
asks: How do we know? What is real? What is good, right, or beautiful? Labels have
been assigned to these broad areas of philosophical investigation. A simple diagram
shows how the study has been divided.

Epistemology: Metaphysics:

How Do We Kaow? | What Is Real?

Axiology
(Values):

What is Good, Right, or Beautiful?

The question "How do we know?" is the central focus in the field of



