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Part One

1, A Little Pig Goes to See the World

One day, a little pig was standing® at the door of his
house. His mother stood behind him.

The Little Pig said, “Oh! The farmer’s boy has left this
door half open@ so I can get out. I have always wanted to
see the world, and now is my chance®, I'm off, *

“No, no. Stay here with me. You will be safer in the
house. "said his mother.

éNo, I'm going. Good-bye. ” said the Little Pig.

“Take care, take care, ” called his mother.

“Poor old thing! Well, I'm off, ” and he walked out
into the square farmyard surrounded by a wall®.

“So this is the world. What a large place it is!” I must
take care or I shall get lost®, "said the Little Pig to himseif,
He went on and saw two geese® standing in his way, put-

ting out their heads at him, “Quack®, quack!” they called,



“T don’t like this. I’ll go as fast as I can®, " said
the Little Pig. Then he saw four hens standing by the
wall a little farther on®, *Cluck®, cluck, cluck, cluck, ”
they cried.

“What does this mean?I can’t understand. Anyway,
how much I shall have to tell@, when I get home!” He
went on until he came to a door.

A red cow was standing there. “What a terrible thing!

I must hurry away. Why®, I am back at the door of my

" own house, "said the Little Pig to himself.

“Soi3 here you are back again. What have you seen?”
said his mother,

“Oh, many things! I have been round the world. I find
it is square and has a wall around it, In fact it is like a
big house. ”

“Is that so!” said his mother.

“The first thing that I saw in the world was a pair
of the strangest pigs. They had two legs, and very long
necks@®. Then I saw four smaller pigs, and they said, ‘Cluck,
cluck, cluck, cluck. ’”

“What does that mean?” asked his mother.

“Oh, it’s of no use to tell you what it means®, for
you wouldn’t understand, Then I saw a huge red pig with

two horns®, ?
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“Really?” said his mother.
“As 1 had been all around the world, I came home,.

Ah, the world is a fine place. I know all about it now ~
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miles farther on, Bk E vk KA H M H,
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2. Little French Marie

This is a true story of a little French girl whose name
was Marie®,
Marie lived in France with her father and mother.

Her father and mother worked very hard but they were

very poor,

On Christmas Day children receive gifts@ from friends
and parents. These gifts are put in coloured bags which look
like stockings®. These stockings are called Christmas
stockings. Parents and friends fil! stockings with gifts and
put them on the tree.

They do this on the night before Christmas (Christmas
Eve) after the children have gone to bed.

On Christmas morning the children get up very early
to get their gifts. They find sweets, chocolates, toys, balls,
marbles, balloons® and many other things in stockings.

Marie's father and mother bought a very small tree
for her. The tree had only one stocking on it and it was
empty. They put coloured paper on it to make it look happy.

They were very unhappy because they could not give Marie
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a Christmas gift. They had no money to buy one.

Marie was a happy child. She was never unhappy.

The night before Christmas, Marie went to bed early.

“I shall get up early tomorrow,” she said to her
parents. “ I shall get up before you to see the gifts in my
Christmas stockings. ”

Her parents thought and thought. Then the mother said,
41 think I'll put an apple in the stocking tomorrow morning.
I saw one apple or the apple tree outside. ”

The Christmas tree was in the sitting-room.

It was a cold night and the wind was very strong. It
opened the window of the sitting-room.

The wind shook the apple-tree outside. Leaves from the
apple-tree were blown into the
sitting-room. A little bird
was also blown from the tree, ~
and it fell on the Christmas
tree. The stocking was on the
tree, but it was open and
empty. It had nothing in it.

The bird was cold. It flew
into the stocking because

it looked like a nest®.

Early next morning Marie



crept® quietly inte the sitting-room.She looked at the
Christmas tree. .

“Here is the stocking, ” she said, and put out her hand
to take it. The little bird made a noise and it moved in the
stocking.

Marie saw the bird. She took it im her hand and
screamed@ happily.

Her parents heard the scream, and ran quickly into the
sitting-room.

_ ¢ This is my Christmas present®, " said Marie. “ 1
found it in my siocking. ”

The parents were very pleased because their little girl

was happy.

prd .
(@ Marie ['ma:ri(:), ma'ri:} n.  HE(A L)
@ gift [gift] n, 3040, W5
@ stocking ['stokin] n, RO, MEEOHRNRE
@ sweets [swits]n, C(EAHEOBER
chocolate .'['tj'akalit] n GENE
marble [‘ma:bY) n. (AR FARIBN, FLSMMBT
balloon [bs'lu:n] n, &3
@ nest [nest] n, $i; &
® creep [kri:p] v, BET BEBgHE D
crept (krept] Bif %R
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F) scream [skrizm] v, ; n, 420y

present ['preznt] #, 3L4%
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3. A Minute in an Earthquake®

A minute seems a short time when one is in a pleas-
ant place, and sometimes it passes much too quickly. Butin
an earthquake it is terribly long. At one moment you are
living your usual life. At the next your chairs and tables
are dancing on the floor, your house is moving about,and
your world is suddenly changed. You cannot be sure what
will happen next. You cannot be sure if you will live and
see what happens next.

So it was at the big city that morning people who had_
been sleeping opened their eyes and found their beds mov—
ing about® . Bookcases® travelled slowly across floors. A
strange noise could be heard on all sides@ .Then stones he-
gan to fall down into the rooms and into the street outside.
Walls and buildings started to come down® .The cries of
those who were hurt could be heard from far and near®,
and in some places the roads themselves opened like wide
mouths. Street cars@ fell on their sides. Electric wires came
down and started fires.

What does a man do when such things happeng He
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wants to get outside, and runs as far away from high build-
ings as he can. People who live in the country and near
open. fields® have algreat' advantage@ in aﬁ ear!gquake,
They are free from® the fear of falling walls and build-
ings. But those who live in towns and cities have no safe
place waiting for themdi.

At the end of one minute the earthquake stopped, and
the noise slowly dicd away®. Many of the peoplc who had
run into the streeis with their night clothes went back home
to: dress properly. They wcre not really afraid because
.earthquakes in this city were fairly common. Most of them

believed that this would soon stop.

(1) carthquake [‘a:0kweik] n, Hii%

2/ So it was at the big city that morning people who had been
sleeping, ogened their eyes and found their beds moving about,
a) k47 =It was so (that) at the big city that morning...so £

File, it SFUA B T HY that BT 51200 M4,

b) who had been sleeping JLEifi A 4T, #45 people,
¢) moving about REREHFIE,

@) bookcase ['bukeis] n, H#; 7%

1 on all sides F[Lb

5 come down (E)EB, T

@ far and near EiE, WEAN
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