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PREFACE

With the growing international exchange in the
fields of politics, economy and culture, there is an
increasing number of people in China who use a
foreign language in their daily life. This concise
classified dictionary provides 60 daily situations
with 16,000 most frequently-used words and éx-
pressions, most of which may not be included in
the general English textbooks. The dictionary has
been mainly created for employees in government
offices, enterprises and service industry. It also
provides a truly useful tool for those who are en-
gaged in English teaching as well as for tbose who
are learning English as a foreign language. Each
Chinese headword in the dictionary is followed by a
Chinese Pinyin put in brackets, so as to ensure"
that the foreigners are able to overcome language

obstacles and to learn Chinese well.

The words and expressions in the dictionary are
extensively selected and up to date. The specific
situations provided in the dictionary are mostly
what people frequently encounter or may encounter
in their everyday life. We have selected the updat-

ed words and expressions, including some bor-
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rowed words, according to their frequency of use
and by referring to the dictionaries recently pub-
lished in the United States and Britain.

Clearly, with the progress in society and the ever
extensifying international exchange, human activi-
ty and daily life situations will undergo a series of
changes. Therefore, a dictionary, however exten-
sively and updatedly designed, needs constantly
substantiating and perfecting, and the “extensive-
ness and updatedness” is merely relative. Besides,
the words and expressions used in the daily life sit-
uations are often overlapping. It is difficult for us
to draw a clear-cut line in terms of classification,
though we have tried our best. We will much ap-
preciate any comments or criticisms from the read-

ers.
Our thanks are due to Miss Huang Yimin who
made a clean copy of part of the dictionary and

marked Pinyin for each headword of the part.

February, 1995
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