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Sert

by George J. Brooke and Lawrence H. Schiffman

In the winter of 1946 or 1947, a Bedouin shep-
herd searching for a lost goat in the Judean Desert
threw a rock into a cave and heard the sound of
a rock hitting pottery. Soon after, he returned
with some friends. Inside the cave they found

he following spring they
T brought some of the scrolls to
Kando, a shoemaker in Bethlehem
who was also an antiquities dealer.
In July, Kando sold four scrolls to
the Syrian Metropolitan (head of
the Syrian Orthodox Church) in
Jerusalem for very little money.

Another antiquities dealer sold
three scrolls to Eleazar Sukenik, an
archaeologist at the Hebrew Uni-
versity of Jerusalem. It was Sukenik
who first recognized that the scrolls

were ancient and valuable. When

seven nearly complete scrolls hidden in clay jars.
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he began to study them, he identified them with
the Essenes, a group of Jews who had lived near
the shore of the Dead Sea in Second Temple times.
Sukenik wanted to buy the scrolls now owned
by the Metropolitan for Hebrew University, but
political conditions in
Palestine prevented
him from raising the
money he needed. In
November 1947, the
United Nations had
voted to divide British-
ruled Palestine between
the Jews and the Arabs.
The result was heightened
tensions and violence. On
one occasion, Sukenik had
to negotiate across the barbed
wire that divided the Arab and
Jewish sections of Jerusalem.
In 1948, the British left Pales-
tine and, on May 14 that same
year, the State of Israel declared
| its independence. The war be-
tween the Arab states and Israel

broke out. The Jordanian army conquered the area

ST

known as Qumran and took control of East
Jerusalem.
Aware of the existence of the scrolls, the

D

Jordanian Department of Antiquities sent an ex-
pedition to Qumran to find the cave in which the
Bedouin had discovered the scrolls. The Bedouin,
however, refused to help or provide any clues,

since they planned to continue their search for
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more scrolls that they could sell. The ar-
chaeologists persevered and, with the help
. of the Jordanian army, located the cave,
known today as Cave 1. Excavations began
in 1949. Two years later, the archaeolo-
gists broadened their search and began
work on the building remains at Qumran.

Meanwhile, in East Jerusalem, the
Metropolitan had his scrolls photographed.
He then began to publish them through the
American School of Oriental Research
(ASOR), a group of American scholars
who worked on ancient texts in East
Jerusalem. The Americans had told the
Metropolitan that if the texts were
published, their monetary value would
increase. (Actually, it did not.)

Then, in 1952, the Bedouin found
more than 550 manuscripts, pottery, and
coins in two caves — Cave 4 and Cave 6.
Unfortunately, most of the manuscripts lay
rotting on the floor of the caves. Over the
years, they had broken into many small
pieces after the shelves on which they had
been placed collapsed.

Every piece was gathered and brought
to the Palestine Archaeological Museum
(PAM) in East Jerusalem. The task was a
daunting one, and the Jordanians soon re-
alized that they needed experts to photo-
graph the scrolls, connect the broken
fragments, publish the texts, and safely
store the manuscripts. To perform these
tasks they established the International
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Team in 1953. Its members were representatives of
archaeological schools active in East Jerusalem. In
1954, American businessman John D. Rockefeller
helped fund the team's work at the PAM.

Team members sorted the different texts and
dated them by the type of handwriting (paleography).
They assembled the pieces like a giant jigsaw puzzle
and found connecting lines of writing. Eventually,
they began to understand something about the people
who wrote these compositions. Some texts were
prayers, some poetry, some copies of the Bible, and
some were rules that explaihed how the group at

Qumran operated, who its members were,

and what rules they had to follow.
The Metropolitan,
! meanwhile, was still trying
to sell his scrolls. Hop-
ing to interest buyers,
he even trav-
eled to the
United
States.
Then, in 1954,
he put an ad in the
Wall Street Journal. The son

of Eleazar Sukenik, archaeologist Yigael

Yadin, noticed the ad and secretly sent American

| professor Harry Orlinsky to inspect the scrolls. When

Orlinsky agreed that they were ancient, Yadin asked
| another friend to buy them for him on behalf of the
State of Israel. The price was $250,000. Israel now

owned all seven of the original scrolls.
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CAVE T WAS NOT

bY George J. Brooke and Lawrence H. Schiffman
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Thc seven scrolls found by the Bedouin in the
late 1940s were not the first uncovered in
the area. Several accounts from antiquity and the
Middle Ages describe scrolls discovered in the
region of Jericho. In more modern times. two
Scottish sisters who traveled to Egypt in 1896 by
ship and by camel reported that they had seen
manuscripts in the old synagogue in Cairo. Once
back in England. the sisters encouraged Solomon
Schechter, a lecturer at Cambridge University in
England. to go and investigate. The following
year. Schechter traveled to Cairo and contacted
the rabbi. who permitted him to take anything he
wanted from the old storage room. Eagerly.
Schechter stuffed huge bags with manuscripts
and dusty books and shipped them all back to
Cambridge. Two of the manuscripts came to be
known as the Zadokite Fragments, or the Dam-
ascus Document. Schechter published it in 1910.
Copies of this same text were found at Qumran in

Cave 4 1n 1952.
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The ‘Dead Sea’

by lawrence H. Schriffman

76 3

ocated in the Judean Desert about 13 miles

east of Jerusalem, the Dead Sea is at 1,325
feet below sea level, the lowest point on earth. It
is fed by the Jordan River, which flo:&"s into it
from the north. At the time of the discovery of the
Qumran caves, the Dead Sea was 45 miles long
and 9 miles wide, but it has shrunk due to
irrigation practices used by both Jordan and
Israel.

The area is very dry. The annual rainfall is

only a few inches, and summer temperatures

may rise to 113 degrees Fahrenheit. The water is
10 times saltier than the oceans of the world
because it has no outlet. Although referred to in
the Bible as the "Salt Sea,” it is now known as the
"Dead Sea" because few forms of life can sur-
vive in its waters. In fact, the water is so salty that
people can easily float, even if they never have
learned to swim. There are no fish, but there are
mineral and chemical deposits that can be mined,
such as potash and bromine.

On the western shore of the Dead Sea,
where Qumran is located, the desert is full of
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rock ledges, cliffs, and caves. River beds, called
wadis, often run between the hills. Except for the
rainy season (between November and March),
when torrents of water rush intermittently along
these beds, they are otherwise completely dry.
When it does rain, the desert blooms for a short
period of time, and the Bedouin take their animals
to graze in the area. When the grass dries up, they
move north to find better feeding spots.

In ancient times, the Qumran sect lived here

in a small settlement and stored their scrolls in the

nearby caves. They built an elaborate system of

ditches, tunnels, and pipes to catch the rainwater
during the winter and store it in gigantic cisterns
for use during the dry summer months. Remains

of the channels and cisterns are still visible today.
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r I Yhe year was 1956 and, once again,
events in the Middle East interfered

with scrolls research. As a direct result of
the war between the Arabian states and
Israel and Egypt's closing of the Suez Canal
to international traffic, French, British, and
Israeli forces launched the Sinai Campaign.
During this war, the International Team left
East Jerusalem, and the scrolls were sent to
Amman, Jordan, for safety. The team did
resume work after the war, but when
Rockefeller stopped funding projects in
1960, the members went home to their vari-

ous-universities.
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