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In early January, when health officials first heard
about cases of unusual pneumonia in Guangdong
Province, no one could have imagined what was in
store for China.Each week between January and June
witnessed incredible surprises ~an unpredictable
epidemic, many personal tragedies, nearly impossible
challenges, amazing achievements and numerous acts
of valor. The story of SARS in China needs to be told:
there are people to be recognized, misconceptions to be
clarified, and lessons to be learned. For sure, China

and the rest of the world can never forget SARS.

This book, the only of its kind, tells the story
faithfully and with great insight. It gives credit where
credit is due: to the Chinese doctors and health
officials who discovered that this disease was something

never seen before; to the health care workers whose
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bravery and sacrifice saved many lives and prevented
new infections; to journalists and newscasters, who not
only reported events but helped change them as well;
to the government officials who made difficult decisions
with all the world watching; and to the Chinese people
who suffered without losing hope but continued to fight,
and eventually won. The book also acknowledges
mistakes that were made-China was not prepared for
SARS, but neither were other countries.

What has SARS taught us? To expect the
unexpected and always be prepared, and to realize:
that what began in China could have happened
anywhere; that infections do not respect borders and
diseases like SARS belong to the whole world; and that
when countries work together, global epidemics can be

stopped.  China has learned that openness fosters the
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trust of the people and gains the respect of the world.
And China has shown that when necessary,
mobilization of resources and enlisting of every
citizen’s help can quell raging epidemics like those in
Guangdong and Beijing. The outbreak is almost over,
but the work is not finished. Investing in SARS is an
investment in health; investing in health is a way to
contain SARS and to prepare for the next new infection
that emerges.

This book has three parts.  The first gives the
history of the epidemic, from the first patient to where
things stand now. In the second, it chronicles the work
of a team of experts from the World Health
Organization (WHO), their collaboration with China,
and the role of WHO in the fight against SARS. The

third part focuses on ten different themes, with
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firsthand observations and commentary from the author,
who was present for all that occurred.

This is the first book of a dedicated young
journalist, who was born in Fushun City, Liaoning
Province, where she grew up in humble surroundings with
the support of a loving family. A graduate of Beijing
University, she is the first in her family to have
continued beyond high school. A reporter for Hong
Kong Wenwei Newspaper, she works long, hard hours
to gather information, write articles, and meet deadlines
every day. During the epidemic, she also worked on
this book, and had little time for sleep, let alone music,
dance, and badminton—activities in which she excels.

From the time the WHO expert team began its
mission in the last week of March, Zhong Xue Bing

accompanied its work in Beijing, Guangdong, Shanghai




