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Abstract

The Modern Chinese Theoretic Linguistics took shape under the criterion
of the western linguistics theory. During its development that lasted for more
than half a century, Chinese linguistics theory has got a new look not only on
its categories and system but also on its methods. Every discussion about it
has also gained much. It’s surely appreciated that the western linguistics and
its method have poured the spirits and knowledge of modern science into Chi-
nese linguistic theory. However, because Chinese and the western langua-
ges, as well as their culture traditions, are essentially different, the criterion
of the western linguistic theory inevitably has many negative impacts on Chi-
nese linguistics theory., The main one is that many theories, which are about
Chinese culture characteristics, Chinese philology tradition and the humanistic
method of language research, went wrong. The Chinese Cultural Linguistics,
rising in 1980’s, deeply reflected this series of mistakes and aroused a theory
contention that was so broad and profound that no one in the history of Chi-
nese Theoretic Linguistics could compare with. At the end of 20thcentury,
when contemporary Chinese Theoretic Linguistics strode to a new age, this
academic contention, a throes and transform, arouse and indicated the born

of a new criterion of Chinese Theoretic Linguistics.

The Contemporary Chinese Theoretic Linguistics will pay enough atten-
tion to the cultural view of linguistic theory. This cultural view will first build
up a humanistic language sense. lLanguage is, in nature, a kind of cultural
phenomenon. It is the way of how a nation looks into the world and the basic
link between human and the world. To get a scientific understanding of any
language’s nature, function, structure and developing rules, this kind of cul-

tural view is inseparable. A series of basic theory problems in modern Chinese
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Linguistics will be newly expounded in this cultural view.

The Contemporary Chinese Theoretic Linguistics will elucidate the hu-
manistic tradition of linguistic theory. These are three such ones. The first
one is in Chinese linguistics, the trait of which is hermeneutic. The second
one is in European linguistics, the trait of which is philosophical speculation.
The last one is in American linguistics, and its trait is the practice of anthro-
pology. Under a new history condition, these humanistic traditions will re-
shine in the research into the relationship between language and culture, espe-

cially Chinese language and Chinese culture.

The Contemporary Chinese Theoretic Linguistics, the foundation of
which is reflecting the limits of natural science methodology, will rebuild hu-
manism methodology. This methodology includes the functionalism method,
the traditional way of expounding, and the method of overview all cultures.
All these methods will lead linguistic theory to pay enough attention to lan-
guage facts and fully inspect language spirits so that it will be more scientific

and have a more powerful expounding ability.

The Contemporary Chinese Theoretic Linguistics, as humanism, will
continue absorbing actively the foreign linguistics theory and expounding sci-
entifically the Chinese linguistic tradition. On the groundwork of that, it will
positively attach itself to building a national linguistic theoretic system, work
hard to expand humanistic view of linguistic theory, and broadly interchange
with humanistic research and linguistic theories, so as to contribute Chinese

people’s distinction to the enterprise of human linguistics.

(BR¥EF)
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