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PREFACE

This textbook is based on the 100-episode TV series We Common People
( (g BEH)). It is designed for intermediate and advanced Chinese learners.
This text can be used as the primary textbook for a listening/speaking course or
a supplementary textbook for a comprehensive course.

Having taught Chinese at universities in the United States for many years,
we were often frustrated by the fact that our students, after studying the lan-
guage for several years, still feel awkward communicating with native speakers
and still have considerable difficulties understanding Chinese movies and televi-
sion. They are able to form a sophisticated formal sentence in Chinese, but are
often at a complete loss when they encounter a common popular vocabulary or a
colloquial expression. They did not have much opportunity to learn practical idi-
omatic/ colloquial expressions, Therefore, we were convinced that there was a
great demand for audio— visual teaching materials that can help students learn
about current Chinese society through practical, authentic and living language.
Hence this textbook.

We Common People is an outstanding TV series consisting of 100 episodes,
each of which lasts thirty minutes. There are numerous TV series produced in
China, yet We Common People is among the few that comprise short and self-
contained episodes. Most of the episodes are realistic and appealing, featuring
vivacious dialogues. They reflect different aspects of contemporary Chinese so-
ciety and the lives of various types of people. The ten episodes selected here are
among the most representative,

As suggested by the title, We Common People tells stories of ordinary peo-
ple from all walks of life. The ten episodes in this textbook mirror urban life in
todays China: the metamorphosis of an unemployed factory worker into a suc-
cessful business owner; the life and work of an hourly-paid domestic helper; the
turbulent emotions of a prisoners relatives; the story of a group of soccer fans;
the sense of guilt of some university professors at the time of their promotion re-

view; the love and affection among family members; and the friendship and




compassion between neighbors.

Since the episodes here reflect the most commonplace aspects of everyday
life, they involve a significant number of colloquial expressions, for which we
provide notes and examples in order to enhance students’ understanding. In ad-
dition, we also explain the contexts for such expressions in each episode. It
should be noted that some colloquial apressions are only applicable in certain sit-
uations and must be used when appropriate. If not used in the right context,
misunderstanding or awkwardness can frequently occur. Thus, the instructor
needs to alert the students to the proper usage of these expressions. In The Ele-
vator Incident ( {84 L AE I )), which presents the life of a group of young
intellectuals, and A Matter of Conscience ( { B.C>[a15)), which depicts a num-
ber of university professors, the language is more formal with quite a few four-
character idioms. Hence, we give more detailed explanations for these two epi-
sodes.

How to combine language instruction with culture studies has long been an
issue of debate in the Chinese teaching field. We do not advocate teaching Chi-
nese culture directly to beginning and intermediate language learners. Nor do
we encourage excessive use of cultural material in the language textbooks for
advanced learners. However, language is a carrier of culture, and culture per-
meates language. The chosen episodes in this textbook contain deep cultural
meanings. They demonstrate, for instance, how the Chinese interact with each
other in their families, at the workplace, and with people of different social sta-
tus. This textbook provides a new platform for combining Chinese language
teaching with the introduction of Chinese culture. Moreover, thanks to the
manageable length of each episode, it is particularly suitable for classroom
teaching.

Each chapter of the textbook consists of five components; the main text;
vocabulary list, notes, grammar explanations, and exercises in listening,
speaking, reading, and writing. The instructor can use the contents selectively
based on the students needs. |

Since this textbook is intended for students of the intermediate to advanced
levels, the vast majority of the vocabulary is at, or above, the C level of the vo-
cabulary guideline designated for HSK.

The division of labor among the compilers was as follows: Yuehua Liu was




the one that initiated the project, wrote the Chinese portions of the book (inclu-
ding those in the introduction, annotations, grammar, and vocabulary explana-
tions) ,» and finalized the exercises; while Xianmin Liu and Jinyu Li were respon-
sible, respectively, for the English portions and exercises in chapters 1, 3, 4,
5, 6 and chapters 2, 7, 8, 9, 10.

We would like to express our utmost gratitude to Professor Chengzhi Chu
of the University of California-Davis, who used his newly developed software
Chinese TA to help us sift through the texts and pick out new vocabulary in a
very accurate and efficient manner. We are also deeply thankful to the very ca-
pable editors at the World Publishing Company— Beijing Branch, who patiently
and diligently assisted us in overcoming many obstacles in bringing this book in-

to being.

Yuehua Liu, Xianmin Liu, Jinyu Li
San Diego, California
February, 2006
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HHERHBESESRE Abbreviations for Part of Speech

adj. Adjective & %5 1A
adv. Adverb &Y i)
modal. Modal verb fE % 5 ia]
conj. Conjunction % 17)
interj. Interjection MY i)

m. Measure word &7

n, Noun AT

N. Noun LB
num. Numerals X 17]

ono. Onomatopoeia - §=2r]
part. Particle By iq]
pron. Pronoun 14
prep. Preposition 4148

t. Time word B ] i)
V. Verb &l ia)

vC. Verb plus complement Bl 4 55 )
vo. Verb plus object ShHESEH
col. Colloguialism NiEFRE
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Introduction:

After China adopted the new market economy, some workers
in government-owned enterprises saw themselves earning less mon-

. ey and having lower living standards than non-government workers.

. Because all government employees had a secure job, it was very dif-
'* ficult for them to make up their minds to quit their jobs for better-
| paid offers in the private sector. As the income of those working in
the private sector drastically exceeded that of a government job,
some government employees started giving up their “iron rice bowl”

. (secured job) to become individual businessmen. This is called

“the jump into the ocean” (starting your own businesses by taking

a risk). Some of these people opened restaurants; others started

senpial
ol b
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clothing stores or became taxi drivers. .., Many of them have pros-
pered and raised their living standards; some of them are so suc-
cessful that they have become entrepreneurs,

The necklace tells such a story of a worker who quit his job at a
government-owned factory and opened his own restaurant, and thus
became wealthy. As the story unfolds, it depicts the changes of the

family’s economic status as well as the love and affection among the

family members—husband and wife, mother and son, daughter-in-

law and mother-in-law.
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FE A% (Main Characters)

I Xiuzhén Xiuzhen, a female factory worker
Z@Ewm (Fripstk) L Jiangidng Xiuzhen's husband

4 (FiJLF)  Nilniu nickname (Xiuzhen’s son)

W (4 4Py ndinai Niuniu’s grandmother

R (FuwEHFE)  Wajie Sister Wu, Xiuzhen’s co-worker
¥+ (FrimFEHE) Yezi Xiuzhen’s co-worker

INE R xido |Gobdan a shop owner

N A3 xiGochidian jingli a small restaurant owner/manager
& JE R nl dianyudn a saleswoman

®F Dongzi a friend of Xiuzhen’s husband
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i ), xianglianr n necklace

k8% zhéngju n. evidence; proof
i 1 suikdu adv. (speak) thuughtleasly; hlurt oirt (whatem comes into one’s
. o M SR S :,_“9 ; '&} : ,gg}
R hashud 5w, fn. talk nonsense; nonsense o 'ET"'.: e “‘ .‘&?‘&_g : *& A |
4] wixian i fmme a case wmmm g g"":,
I 2ul | ‘n.  crime; guilt i R Sl f e
#WFE, lan char vo. take upon nneaelf
TRy xinxU adj'. lack in self-mnﬁdenne; have a guilty conscience
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