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My home had always overflowed! with children, pets, plants,
and plenty of noise and confusion. Then one day it calmed down.
The last of my four children had moved away to begin college, my
marriage of 25 years had just ended, and I was left with lots of emp-
ty space in my big old country house. For the first time in decades,
my life was quiet. Too quiet.

I thought if 1 wasn’t at home T wouldn’t have to face the si-
lence. 8o I put in® long hours at my teaching joh, then volunteered
for community and church activities to the point of exhaustion®. As
the days led into months 1 longed for a companion to share my life.
When | was with my children or friends, 1 forgot my feelings of
emptiness, but as soon as I was home again there it was, that same
dreary loneliness. Two years passed, several devoted pets died, even
my plants wilted. 1 was 45 years old: where was I going?

Things came 10 a head® one night at 2:00 A. M. when [ awak-
ened abruptly after feeling a bite on my neck. 1 jumped out of bed
and killed what I was sure was a black widow spider. I thought, I'
m going to die here all by myself, and no one will know 1’ m gone.
I cried and cried.

I had never felt so alone as I did at that moment. I dropped to
my knees and begged God to bring me a partner, someone to love
and care for. 1 had so much to offer and wanted to share my life
with someone who needed me.

Suddenty I felt a hand on my shoulder. I sensed the presence of
someone there ... touching me ... comforting me. A feeling of
overwhelming peace descended, and I knew that somehow I would
be taken care of. God was working on my request and all I had to do
was be patient.

I didn’ t die from the spider bite (it itched a little and went
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away ). But I still had moments when [ feared I might die of loneli-
ness if something or someone didn’t intervene.

Cme month later I was seated in the choir loft on Sunday mom-
ing when I spotted a nice-looking man sitting alone in the back pew.
He looks like an eligible gentleman, 1 thought. 1 said a little prayer.
God, should I approach him? And when 1 felt God giving me the go
ahead, I took a deep breath and resolved to introduce myself after
the service.

At the coffee hour he was standing all by himself. Trim,
Slightly graying hair, and glasses. A pleasant expression. Mustering
my courage®, I walked up and extended my hand. “Hi,” I said in
what | hoped was my friendliest manner. “I’m Ellen.”

He fooked at me in astonishment. Color drained from his face.
He turned and bolted cut the door’ without saying 2 word.

“What a rude man,” | muttered to no one in particular. But
the truth was that any confidence I had was totally shattered®, God,
how could you lead me on like that?

The week went by, and I couldn’t get the incident out of my
mind. [ was puzzled, and hurt. The next Sunday when I entered
the choir loft, I saw him again in the hack pew. 1 lowered my eyes,
unable to look at him.

I went to coffee hour reluctantly — and there he was. Coming
straight toward me. This time he held a steady gaze and his warm
pale-blue eyes met mine. “My name is Bob Price,” he said. “I owe
you an apology for my behavior last Sunday. You took me by sur-
prise. You see, my wife, Ellen, died last year and I miss her terri-
bly”. He swallowed, then went on. “I had been watching you in
the choir. And 1’ ve been praying ‘ Please, God, send me another
Ellen.” When you walked up and said ‘Hi, I'm Ellen, ’ [ lost i®. |
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was 5o shocked I ran out the door.”

We were married six months later. Our story has gone on for
12 wonderful years, and it’s been full of happy noise and confusion.
We have more pets, and the plants are blooming beautifully. 1”7 ve
never seen a spider in the bedroom again. Bob and I still laugh about
our first meeting. And I tell everyone to be careful what they pray
for, because God not only hears prayers from the heart, but on occa-

sion he answers them literally.
New Words:

wilt [wilt] vi. #4%&

descend [disend] vi. B, T
.itch [if] vi. £

. loft [Ioft] n. SEHIRE

pew [pju] n. HERBEETEKR
trim [trim] a. #iEH
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Notes .

. overflowed: 7oW#, TE&

. putin: A
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. Things came t a head: FHE R D] T X H
CEHELN -EREET.
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. bolted out the door: RTEH X
REIRELEWEET,

RFEXH,
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Exeroisae.

Reading comprehension: Find the best answer to each of the follow-

ing statements or guestions according to the passage you have just

read,

i.

What is the author’s job?
a. A teacher.

b. A secretary.

c. A clerk.

. Which of the following statements is NOT true?

a. The author had 4 children.
b. The author was 45 years old when her youngest son went

away to begin college.
c. A gentleman came to her when she was crying at midnight.

. Where did she meet her next husband for the first time?

a. In the church.
b. In the bank.
¢. At the supermarket.

. Why did the gentleman run away when he heard the greeting

from the woman?
a. He was scared.
b. He was shocked.
¢. He was angry.

. How many years ago did the story happen?

a. 10 years ago.

h. 12 years ago.
c. 6 years ago.
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