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Summary

Using wood carving as decorations in Chinese vernacular housings had been
in vogue ever since the Ming and Qing dynasties. These wood carvings could
not only be regarded as a component of architecture, but also as an individual
art piece. Among them,the most outstanding ones are from the central regions
of Zhejiang Province, such as: Dongyang, Yiwu, Jinhua, and Lanxi, etc. Carved
with superb skills, these vividly shaped and uniquely composed pieces are
enriched with substantial contents. They are the finest works of Chinese traditional
carvings.

The skills of such carvings used in vernacular housings had a long history
which originated in the Han and Tang dynasties and developed through the Song
and Yuan dynasties. Till the Ming and Qing dynasties, economy prospered in e
the central regions of Zhejiang Province, and people's lives became quite

comfortable. But, according to the government's construction policies at the
time, officials that did not have a high enough political position, merchants and
landlords were forbidden to expand their private houses freely. So they turned
much of their attention to interior decorations, henc e, wood carving®TM°TMthe |
technique with such a long history at this point, had its exceptional grand chancq"v
to develop and flourish than ever.

The techniques and skills of Chinese traditional wood carvings are usually
passed on between fathers and sons, master workers and apprentic
the different periods of exploring, creation, and all schools of cote
emerged many creative artistical talents with superb skills. Ho
unfortunate that few of them had been recorded into history boo
craftsmen were regarded to be in a low social position in the (ﬂd day

Over the past twenty years, the writer had made thorough 1nvest1g

one album. This album is not only just for appreciation, but also has impor
value in the study of Chinese ancient architecture and carving arts, as well as the
exploration of its evolution course.
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