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 ABSTRACT

The cooperative movement in rural area was a social and
economic policy for building modern nation-state when national
government was built in Nanjing, which combined with literacy,
forestation, building road, Bao jia system, advocating using
commodity made in China etc. , were named as “seven movement
of Kuomintang”. In 1928, this movement began to put in practice.
Until Kuomintang left main land of China, this movement had
lasted 20 years. So it was a remarkable social movement in
Chinese modern history. This work examined the occurrence,
development and status of the cooperative movement in rural area
using multi-methods which combined economics, statistics, and
peasantology, from the point of view of social history. This work
combined macroscopical and microcosmic analysis with
quantitative and qualitative analysis, reflected the social efficacy
of cooperative movement, in order to explain the history neutrally
and objectively.

This work included seven chapters.

Chapter 1 mainly analyzed the social background of rising of

cooperative movement., From modern time, there appeared
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“universal crisis”, such as disordering and losing control of
community, high frequency of disasters, financial exhaustion of
rural area owing to much capital from the rural area to city,
centralization of land, and hungriness of plowland because of
many external and internal factors. People began to consider all of
these social and people’s livelihood questions, there appeared
cooperative thought in the group of intelligentsia, which promoted
the cooperative causes of China International Famine Relief
Commission (CIFRC) and provided a choice to realize the principle
of people’s livelihood for national government.

Chapter 2 stated the mechanism of cooperative movement of
rural area, that was, confirming the authoritative resources of
government, implementing the policy by the strong arm. On the
one hand, national government promulgated and formulated laws,
made the cooperative movement legitimate. On the other hand,
national government incorporated and recomposed the cooperative
services of local government, set up central cooperative
administration service, perfected cooperative administration
organization of all level. So the system of unified cooperative
administration organization came into being. All of those
measures provided systematic guarantees for the cooperative
movement,

Chapter 3 examined the variation of number and distribution
of space of cooperative organization. Except for the facilitation
from administrative power, as a formal organization approved by

government, cooperation was accelerated by social finance. So the
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number of cooperation became bigger and bigger. But in the
course of development of cooperation, there were two questions.
The first one was the structural deficiency of the kind of
cooperative organization. The second was the unbalanced space
distribution. It is obvious that political and economic factors
(especially financial capital of bank) influenced the cooperative
movement greatly.

Chapter 4 revealed that the cooperation was not made up of
poor peasants, the governor was made up of country gentlemen,
the cooperative awareness was not good, the relation between
organizations was loosing. The capital depended on the bank
greatly, relying on others. The loan mainly lent to someone who
had properties, and used to production and management. In a
word, the qualitative aspect of cooperative organization was not
perfect.

In chapter 5, it stated the relation between cooperative
movement and rural society, which embodied the intention of
Kuomintang to dilate the power of administration, realize the
principle of people’s livelihood, control the rural society. At the
same time, the cooperative movement speeded the evolvement of

rural society, such as pinching the dear money, normalizing the
| borrowing and lending money, facilitating agriculture production,
reforming crops and cultivation. Because the cooperative
movement was carried out by all levels of administrative
institution, it provided systematical basement for predatory

brokerage which was formed in the course of state reorganizing
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rural areas.

Chapter 6, Starting with the relation among government,
market, and cooperative organization, chapter 7 analyzed the
positive influence of the system of government on the development
of cooperation, the conditionality of cooperative movement from
the deficit financing and the commercialization of agricultural
finance, and the influence of the system supplying lack on
cooperative movement, It also summarized that the domestic
market provided some condition, the cooperative organization
deepened on the market division of labour. At last, it stated that
the involution of regime of rural area, which was the difficult
position faced by the national government when he innovated the
rural power system, was the dominating reason why the
conventional force controlled the cooperation. The human culture
poverty was the other factor which influenced the development of
cooperation,

In sum, the rural cooperative movement was executed by the
Kuomintang government who wanted to make the state transform
from a traditional state to a modern nation-state after he unified
the country. Starting with cooperation, we can examine the
complicated relation among government, society, government of
grass-roots, and country gentleman & dignitary. We can also find
the reason why the national regime did not reorganize and mobilize
the rural society effectively when the national regime extend his

power to the community of grass-roots. Something detailed above

was the aim of this work,
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