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hool of Architecture, Tian jin University

Tianjin University, of which the School of Architecture has grown out, is the
first educational institution of higher learning in China. The establishment of the
discipline of architecture in this university may be dated back to 1935, when the
Department of Architecture of Tianjin Commercial College was initially founded.
After a brief adjustment of colleges and departments in September, 1952, the
Department of Architecture in Tianjin University was officially instituted in
combination of the former faculty and staff from the Northern Jiao Tong University.
There underwent a reform for the establishment of colleges in Tianjin University in
June 1997, then the School of Architecture has grown out of its predecessor or the
Department of Architecture. The School consists of 13 basic units: the Department
of Architecture, the Department of Urban Planning, the Department of Environment
Art, the Key Laboratory of Tianjin for Architectural Physical Environment and
Ecological Technology, one Research Centre Architectural Science and Technology,
and four Research Institutes are also affiliated: Architectural Design and Theory,
Architectural Science and Technology, History and Theory of Architecture, Urban
Planning and Design. There are also the Computer Centre, the Project 211
Engineering Laboratory, Adult Education Training Centre and JianXue Developing
Corporation for Science and Technology in Tianjin University.

The School boasts a rank of powerful teaching team, including 93 in total,
among whom is a professor of foreign nationality. Of these, one is the academician
of the Chinese Academy of Sciences, 24 are full professors, of whom 11 are doctoral
advisors, 23 associate professors, and 24 teachers are granted as MS supervisors.
And one of the staff member has been honoured " National Excellent Teaching
Faculty Prize " . The overall quality of this team is superb with many young teachers
who either have doctoral degrees or have received academic degrees or have an
educational background abroad, adding to the experienced scholarly teaching and
research body. For years this group have been making great achievements in
teaching, research as well as innovation, and have been duly recognized with high
reputation in the architecture establishment both home and abroad.

The School has a yearly undergraduate enrollment of approximately 150, of
which 60 majoring in Architecture, 45 in City Planning, and the rest 45 in art design;
it also recruits about 120 postgraduate candidates, and 20 to 30 doctoral candidates.

In addition, the School also enrolls candidates for Master of Engineering, on-the-



job candidates seeking MS degrees. It provides adult education programs as well.

The School attaches great importance to the improvement of the teaching
quality. And it has been carrying out teaching reform, gradually fashioning its
unique teaching system. A batch of educational achievements have been made as a
result. Over the years, the faculty and staff members have conducted comprehensive
educational studies and reforms: the survey and mapping of the historic buildings in
connection with the course of Chinese Architectural History and the conservation of
historic buildings have been honoured as Teaching Achievements on the national
level; the years 2002 and 2003 saw the implementation of the significant teaching
reform project " the reform and practice for an all-round, opening-up architectural
teaching system " funded by the World Bank loans, which has greatly promoted the
performance among the whole school. During the past educational evaluations, the
School's work has been approved unanimously by the coming experts. The students
from our School have repeatedly won prizes in the past important design
competitions both at home and abroad, ranking the top among other universities.

In 1991 and 1995, on the evaluation of National Educational Supervisor
Committee of Architecture of Universities, the discipline of architecture for
undergraduate and postgraduate programs successively has obtained among the
first group the qualification authentication of excellence for the education of the
discipline of architecture. Moreover in 1998 and 2004 our School has again won this
honour. In accordance with the approval by the Academic Degree Committee of the
State Council, the students finishing the undergraduate and postgraduate programs
of this discipline separately may be conferred " the Bachelor of Architecture " and

" the Master of Architecture " . The discipline of Urban Planning also passed the
appraisal by the National Educational Supervisor Committee of Urban Planning,
and was granted the qualification authentication of excellence in 2004.

The discipline of architecture in our School is a recognized top-level doctorate
issuance research subject, under which there are 4 second-level research subjects
that offer Doctor's Degrees as well as Master's Degrees Architectural Design and its
Theories, Architectural History & Theory, Urban Planning & Design, Architectural
Technology & Science, and one sub-field of Landscaping & Design which confers
both Doctor's Degree and Master's Degree. Our School at the same time provides

authorized Master Degree programs in the following subjects: Art, Art of Design,



and Fine arts. All these provide opportunities for our students to further their
studies. In 1999, after the approval by the State Ministry of Personnel, a
postdoctoral mobile station was installed for the discipline of architecture. The year
2001 saw the designation of the discipline of architectural design & theories as
national key discipline.

The School of Architecture always spares no efforts to promote academic
exchanges. It has established academic relationships with many universities all
over the world such as Kobe University, Kyushu Sangyo University, Tokyo
University, Tokyo Institute of Technology, University of Minnesota of the USA,
Columbia University, California State University, Politecnico di Milano,
University of Rome, The Technical University of Berlin, Technische Hochschule
Aachen, La Villette University, University of Wales, Cardiff, Royal Melbourne
Institute of Technology, Curtin University of Technology, McGill University and so
on. Each year there are exchanges of visiting scholars. The School also welcomes
foreign undergraduates and postgraduates who mainly come from the United States,
Japan and other countries to study here. There are also communications and
exhibitions of the students’ works between our School and Kobe University, Kyushu
Sangyo University in Japan as well as Columbia University in the United States.

Over the past decades, the School of Architecture in Tianjin University has
fostered thousands of graduates with Bachelor's Degree, Master's Degree or
Doctor's Degree for the state, who have been working in various positions including
the national ministries, the institutes of architectural design in different provinces
and municipalities, academic research institutes and institutions of higher

education, making contributions to the construction cause of our country.
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