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soft, what light through yonder window breaks? It
is the east, and Juliet is the sun. Arise, fair
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Dramatis Personae

Theseus , Duke of Athens.
Epeus , father to Hermia.
L _ " 1 in love with Hermia.
Demetrius ,

Philostrate , Master of the Revels to Theseus.
Quince, a carpenter.

Snug, a joiner.

Bottom , a weaver.

Flute,, a bellows-mender.

Snout , a tinker.

Starveling , a tailor.

Hippolyta , Queen of the Amazons, betrothed to Theseus.
Hermia , daughter to Egeus, in love with Lysander.
Helena , in love with Demetrius.

Oberon , king of the Fairies.

Titania , Queen of the Fairies.

Puck , or Robin Goodfellow.

Peaseblossom ,

Cobwed, fairies.

Moth ,

Mustardseed ,

Prologue , Quince .
Pyramus , Bottom .
Moonshine , Starveling .
Lion, Snug.

Other Fairies attending their King and Queen.
Attendants on Theseus and Hippolyta.-

Scene
Athens and a wood near it.
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ACT I

Scene 1. Athens. The Palace of Theseus.

Enter Theseus®, Hippolyta , Philostrate, and Attendants.

The. Now, fair Hippolyta, our nuptial® hour.
Draws on apace?; four happy days bring in
Another moon; but, O, methinks®, how slow
This old moon wanes® ! She lingers® my desires,
Like to? a step-dame® or a dowager?,

Long withering out® a young man’s revenue®

Hip. Four days will quickly steep themselves in night;
Four nights will quickly dream away the time;
And then the moon, like to a silver bow
New-bent in heaven, shall behold® the night
Of our solemnities®.

The. Go, Philostrate,
Stir upCD the Athenian youth to merriments;
Awake the pert® and nimble® spirit of mirth®;
Turn melancholy forth to funerals®;
The pale companion® is not for our pomp®. [ Exit Philostrate.
Hippolyta, I woo'd thee with my sword®,
And won thy love doing thee injuries;
But I will wed thee? in another key,®
With pomp, with triumph®, and with revelling.

Enter Egeus, Hermia, Lysander, and Demetrius.

Ege. Happy be Theseus,Pour renowned Duke!
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D Theseus: #iff5 ¥+ Artica M, BRREAILT
@ nuptial: wedding, #4L.

@ apace: swiftly, -&ﬁﬂo

@ methinks; it seems to me, KRE

® wanes: fade, decline.

® linger: [ 54 Fitk Imake linger.

@ like to = like.

® step-dame = step-mother.

© dowager: a widow, KB = ABEH,

® w1thenng out; using llpyﬁ’go

@ revenue: income{ from property),
WA, #W, © behold: watch,
see, WHL, BB,

© solemnities: celebration of mar-
riage, wedding ceremony, ¥4,

@ stir up:; M3, Wi, W,

@ pert: lively.ﬁiia‘lo

@ nimble: agile, SHEM

@ mirth: [ merriment, %5, #H .

@ twm. .. funerals: IBRGEBH
e %,

® companion: fellow, (X F#E#H B
PR SO)FK, TBE LS
melancholy.

@ pomp: [ solemnities, X FE 1 &
HiE, AL IR EAL

@ sword, injuries; Theseus £ Hip-
polyta B B G EREAAT
&, BLEQ,

@ thee: HRBE _AKRABEE
B, EREXN thou, WEH
X thy, XB0H ve.

@ in another key; in a quite different
way. Key(Zi) = tune(# M) =
tone.

@ triumph; public entertainment, B
P3:3 3

& Happy be. .. B4, 48
MRS, =May. .. be happy!



The. Thanks, good Egeus; what's the news with thee?
Ege. Full of vexation? come I, with complaint
Against my child, my daughter Hermia.
Stand forth, Demetrius. My noble lord,
This man hath® my consent to marry her.
Stand forth, Lysander. And, my gracious Duke,
This man hath bewitch’d the bosom® of my child.
Thou, thou, Lysander, thou hast given her thymes®,
And interchang’d love-tokens® with my child;
Thou hast by moonlight at her window sung,
With feigning voice, verses of feigning love®,
And stol’n the impression of her fantasy®
With bracelets of thy hair, rings, gawds® , conceits®,
Knacks®, trifles, nosegays, sweetmeats, messengers‘m
Of strong prevailment‘12 in unhardened youth‘B;
With cunning hast thou filch’d® my daughter’s heart;
Turn'd her obedience, which is due to me
To stubborn harshness®. And, my gracious Duke,
Be it s0® she will not here before your Grace
Consent to marry with® Demetrius,
I beg® the ancient privilege of Athens;®
As she is mine I may dispose of her;
Which shall be either to this gentleman
Or to her death, according to our law
Immediately pmvided® in that case.
The. What say you, Hermia? Be advis'd®, fair maid.
To you, your father should be as a god;
One that compos’d your beauties?, yea, and one
To whom you are but as a form in wax,
By him imprinted, and within his power
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@ vexation: trouble, 14 , LW
@ hath = has, H2XEF RPN
ZAFREMSHTEM-(e)th.

@ bosom; the heart within the bo-
san,ﬁﬂo

@ rhymes; sweet words like verse, &
"R,

® love-tokens; SEMNY, H.

® with feigning voice; in a pretended
(soft) voice, § & M 1 ; feigning
love: false love, BINEE .

@ fantasy = fancy = affection, love,
EAMBEBERET RN
’!:‘”a

® gawds: showy omaments, 7 ¥ iy
=5 91M

® conceits: fancy things, # ¥ 89 K
[

@ knacks = knick-knacks = trifles,
L 2 9

@ messengers: fAfl, # EHEMHIBL

© EBKCEM/ILE,

@ prevailment; influence.

@ unhardened youth: BEABRK L
% ,unhardened, soft (B£47H “im-
pressionable’ 55 B ‘ impression” #
PR,

@ filch: steal,rob.

® = He had changed her from an
obedient good girl to me into an

obstinate insolent child against my
will.

® be it so = If it should be the case
that. . . ,umo

@ marry with = marry.

® beg: to resort to, A (KR
).

© privilege of Athens; Athenian par-
ents had absolute power of life and
death over their children.

@ immediately provided = expresdly
stated, 31 UM

@ be advised: listen to advice, B
&\ AR,

@ one that. . . beauties; BT R W
Ww#o (hm: make.



To leave the figure, or dxsﬁgureCD it.
Demetrius is a worthy gentleman.
Her. Sois Lysander.

The. In himself he is;
But, in this kind®, wanting® your father’s voice?,
The other must be held the worthier.

Her. 1 would® my father look’d but with my eyt ®
The. Rather your eyes must with his judgment look.
Her. 1 do entreat? your Grace to pardon me.

I know not® by what power 1 am made bold,

Nor how it may concern® my modostyrm

In such a presence here to plead my thoughts;®

But I beseech your Grace that | may know

The worst that may befall me in this case,

If 1 refuse to wed Demetrius.
The. Either to die the death®, or to abjure®

For ever the society of men. @

Therefore, fair Hermia, question your desires,®
Know of your youth, examine well your blood,®
Whether, if you yield not to your father’s choice,
Yor can endure the livery? of a nun,

For aye® to be in shady cloister mew’d,®

To live a barren sister® all your life,

Chanting faint hymns to the cold fruitless moon®.
Thrice-blessed they that master so their blood®
To undergo such maiden pilgrimage;@

But earthlier happy? is the rose distill'd®

Than that which withering on the virgin thom®
Grows, lives, and dies, in single blessedness.

Her. So will 1 grow, so live, so die?, my lord,
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@ disfigure: to destroy (your beautiful) figure; bring death to
(you).

@ in thiskind = in this respect,on this matter, X — &k,
EXHANME,

@wanting: l&dﬁ!ﬂ,ﬁz:;

@voice: mdm.ﬁto

® I'would = Would that. .. = [ wish... B !

® looked... eyes = saw matters
only as I saw them, IR 89 IR Y20
el A,

@ entreat; plead, beg, B3R,

®Tknownot... XBAEBEAMNE
IHRA# = 1 do not know.

@ concern; affect, M; befit, & F
(88,

@ modesty; (esp. with women and
their behavior or appearance) being
decent, respectful and proper, 17
Bk LTZiH,

@ plead my thoughts: to speak or ar-
gue in favor of my views.

@ die the death: to suffer death as
the due penalty, & & 1% R B3
EUFZEN.

@ abjure; give up, HF.

@ the society of men: contact with
male persons.

@ question. .. desires: ask yourself
what you wish, [Ef5] B 2 4 E#,

@ blood: natural inclinations, & ¥,

@ livery: & SUB dress (KIR), 1t
MR,

@ for aye; for ever.

® mew’d: cooped up, WM,

@ barren sister: a nun without her
own child.

@ fruitless moon: A % % # Diana
R AW S Fruitless = bar-
ren, £, A MY unrewarding.

@ master so their blood: can so con-
trol their natural inclinations or in-
stincts, E#MEE A 2 #9198k,

@ maiden pilgrimage: life of a virgin,
BEBRFNER,

@ earthlier happy = earthly happier,
RitAHEEEEE,

@ the rose distilled; # B WA B
W, RIS A

@ on the virgin thormn: H¥EH L,
RMRNAB R, thom R
& WL,

@ o live, so die( H ) = so will I
live, and so will I die.



Ere® 1 will yield my virgin patem® up
Unto his lordship, whose unwished yoke®
My soul consents not to give sovereignty.
The. Take time to pause@; and by the next new moon,—
The sealing-day betwixt my love and me
For everlasting bond of fellowship—®
Upon that day either prepare to die
For disobedience to your father’s will,
Or else to wed Demetrius, as he would®,
Or on Diana’s altar? to protait®
For aye austerity® and single life.
Dem. Relent®, sweet Hermia; and, Lysander! yield
Thy crazed title? to my certain right®.
Lys. You have her father’s love, Demetrius;
Let me have Hermia’s; do you marry him. e
Ege. Scornful Lysander! true, he hath my love;
And what is mine my love shall render him; ®
And she is mine; and all my right of her
1 do estate unto Demetius.
Lys. [am, my lord®, as well deriv'd® as he,
As well possess’d, my love is more than his;
My fortunes every way as fairly rank’d,
If not with vantage, as Demetrius’;
And, which is more than all these boasts can be,
I am belov’d of beauteous Hermia.
Why should not I then prosecute my right?®
Demetrius, I'll avouch® it to his head,
Made love to Nedars daughter, Helena,
And won her soul; and she, sweet lady, dotes,
Devoutly dotes, dotes in idolatry®,
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