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As the saying goes, “If an old
dog barks, he gives counsel.”

Old men, who walk more roads,
eat more rice, read more books,
have more experiences, enjoy more
happiness, and endure more
sufferings, are experienced and
knowledgeable, with rich life
experience. Thus, what they say is
mostly wise counsel, and young
people should listen to them.

We have compiled these
nuggets of wisdom uttered by old
men of the various ancient schools
of thought into this series Wise Men
Talking, and added explanatory
notes and English translation for the
benefit of both Chinese and
overseas readers fond of traditional
Chinese culture.
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As the saying goes, “If an old dog barks, he gives
counsel.”

Old men, who walk more roads, eat more rice,

read more books, have more experiences, enjoy more
happiness, and endure more sufferings, are experi-

~ enced and knowledgeable, with rich life experience.

Thus, what they say is mostly wise counsel, and young
people should listen to them.




e

The Spring and Autumn (722 -481 BC) and War-
ring States (475 — 221 BC) periods of Chinese history
were a golden age for ancient Chinese thought. In those
periods, various schools of thought, together with many
sages whose names bore the honorific suffix “Zi”, e-
merged and contended, including the Taoist school,
Confucian school, Mohist school, school of Logicians,
Legalist school, Military school and Yin-Yang school.
Numerous and well known, these schools of thought
were as brilliant as the Milky Way.

Later representatives of these schools of thought
flocked to the Jixia Academy of the State of Qi. Duke
Xuan of Qi was an enlightened ruler, famous for making
an ugly but brilliant woman his empress. The duke pro-
vided board and lodging, as well as government subsi-
dies for experts and scholars coming to give lectures,
and never inquired about their backgrounds. For those
willing to hold official positions, the duke appointed them
guest officials, built mansions for them and paid them
high salaries. Those unwilling to take up official posts
were kept on as advisors. This was an era when “one
hundred schools of thought contended and a hundred
flowers blossomed.” The scholars debated in forums,
and wrote books to expound their doctrines: Some
preached benevolence; some, righteousness; some,

- inaction; some, absolute freedom; some, aversion to

offensive war; some, attack by stratagem; some, the

i




goodness of man’s nature; some, the evil nature of
man. Some said that relatives were not relatives; some
said that horses were not horses; some urged the im-
portance of knowing oneself and one’s enemy; some
said that benevolence knew no enemy. .. And they left
behind many splendid classic works of scholarship.

Unfortunately, this situation did not last iong. When
Qin Shihuang ( reigned 221 - 206 BC) united ail the :
states of China, and ruled as the First Emperor, his
prime minister, Li Si, ordered that all books except
those on medicine, fortune telling and tree planting be
burned. So, all poetry collections and the classics of the
various schools of thought were destroyed. Emperor Wu
(reigned 140 - 88 BC) of the Western Han Dynasty
made Confucianism the orthodox doctrine of the state,
while other schools of thought, including the Taoist and
Legalist schools, were deemed heretical.

These other schools, however, managed to sur-
vive, and an abundance ot their classical works have
been handed down to us. These classical works contain
many wise sayings and profound insights into philosoph-
ical theory which are still worthy of study today. We
have compiled these nuggets of wisdom uttered by oid
men of the various ancient schools of thought into this
series Wise Men Talking, and added explanatory notes
and English translation for the benefit of both Chinese
and overseas readers fond of traditional Chinese cul-

ture.
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EIRMK, AR (4)
army wil! be shattered when it becomes strong; trees will

A, ERAS (8)
e o




Refrain from exalting capable men, so that the people shall
not compete.

AEW, #HEH (10)
He does not merely rely on his own eyes, therefore he is
wise and penetrating.

RMAZ, AuHEe (12)
To hold and fill is not as good as to give up.

TR (14)
People love vanity so much as to be easily alarmed.

KiEE, H1-X (16)
It is when the Great Way is abandoned that the doctrine of
benevolence and righteousness arises.

RIEEH, TWRLE (18)
The highway is very even, but men are fond of the short cut.

RIT TR, KaEsmam (20)
The greatest square has no corners; ‘the greatest vessel takes

the longest to finish. . .

KITER, IREEW (22)
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The greatest skill seems to be clumsy. The greatest eloquence

seems to stammer.
BHEHICHT AR (24)
The Tao invariably does nothing, and yet there is nothing

left undone.

EA[IE, dEHIE (26)
The Tao that can be spoken of is not the eternal Tao.
EHE—, T, A=, =AY (28)

‘The Tao gives birth to the unified thing (One), the One
splits itself into two opposite aspects (Two) , the Two gives
birth to another (Three), the newborn Three produces the

‘myriad things.

HEHEZ, EEZ (30)
The Tao begets all beings, and De fosters them.

HEE, TR (32)
‘The Tao governs all things.

REHBEZ 3L (34)
stant reversal is the movement of the Tao. . .
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Light promising makes one lose one’s credibility.

HHE, EHM (38)
Let the people be contented with their food, pleased with

their clothing. . .

AL, IEXH (40)
The Valley Spirit never dies. It is named the Mysterious Female.

WU TCRR, A (42)
Therefore, he who rids himself forever of desire can see the
subtleties of the Tao.

HUBRART, FHAIHFRTF (44)
Only those who value themselves for the world can undertake

its important tasks.

BHZAK, TR (46)
A huge tree which fills one’ s arms grows from a &maﬂ heap

of earth.

EHG, S A (48)
S0 vague and elusive is it, ye

WERT AL (50)




WmE AR TR (52) :
There is no disaster greater than underestimating the enemy.

WA, HEZ T (54)
‘It is upon bad fortune that good fortune leans.

LR, /DRAFEAK (56)
‘Manifest plainness, embrace simplicity, reduce selfishness
and harbor few desires. ~

E?&Efl«lﬁ%)bﬁ@i% [581 ‘
‘The rivers and seas can become the leac ef treams
precisely because they stay mthe tawervaﬁeys

Wik, wEKZ (60)
What is in the end to be contracted, must first be expanded.

EEWE, FZHESF (62)
If your hall is filled with gold and jade, whoever could keep

E%ﬁﬂ JLr%ﬁH [64]

# I, RAMER (66)
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Banish wisdom and discard knowledge, and the people will
benefit a hundredfold.

~

PUERAE, REMLR (68)
If the forces of two sides are in balance, the side in grief will win.

FLEEZ 2, HEERM (70)
The content of great De is in conformity with the Tao.

BRARIE, ZLASEIEZ (72)
Since the people do not fear death, what is the point of

trying to frighten them with death.

RZNE, ®FILRmKE (74)
People often fail when they are about to succeed in their work.

RZHMEG, AHEH EZHHN (76)
The people are difficult to rule because the rulers are fond of

taking action.

B2z, uﬁtﬁﬁzg (78]
The people suffer from famine because the rulers gobble up
too much tax-grain. ’

4, FEWIE (80)




To yield is yet to be preserved wholly; to be bent is yet to

BR FHELITGHE (82)
To govern all under Heaven one usually should not take any

arbitrary action.

Nk, Hii K (84)
Man follows the way of Earth, Earth follows the way of

Heaven. . .

Sz EsE, FTZHENT (86]
The reason why the weak can overcome the strong and the

-

'soft can overcome the hard is known to all the people unde
‘Heaven. . . ‘

#!ANEARTZEANZIN (88)
‘The good man is the teacher of the bad, and the bad man

_is the material from which the good man learns.

#RHHHEAR (90)
'He who is good at being an officer does not boast of his
martial prowess.
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AT, THOE (92)
One who is skilled at traveling leaves no trace of his wheels
or footsteps. -

EFEARME, RNEUBGER (94)
Content yourself with your success, and stop; do not seek

to dominate all under Heaven by force.

FEARE, BEEARE (96)
A good man does not prove things by argument; he who

proves things by argument is not good.

E3EFEIK (98]
The highest good is like water.

EEE, #hmirz (100)
When the man of highest competency hears of the Tao,

he diligently practices it.

AR, RmARF (102)
To give birth to all things but not to take possession of them. ..

ENATRHZEH, 1ITARF =22 (104)
The sage manages affairs by “non-action,” and teaches

by “saying nothing”.

FEALH L, PAELH L (106)
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