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Words from the Editor

Confucianism, the traditional school of Chinese
thought founded by Confucius(551 B.C. -—479
B. C. ), has been in existence for over 2, 000 years
and has exerted an immeasurable influence on
Chinese society. It evolved into traditional Chinese
society’s mainstream thought and even came to
represent Chinese philosophy as a whole. Through
gradual interaction with other countries, Confucian-
ism naturally began to spread to other lands, par-
ticularly East Asia and Southeast Asia, and has
greatly helped to shape the development of their
cultures as well. Confucianism is one of the most
important treasures of mankind’ s cultural heritage.

The reason why Confucianism has endured for
more than 2, 000 years and is still the subject of
much study today is because its principles are u-

it is in the blood of all Chinese. It is

niversal
the common hope of all Chinese to promulgate the

values of Confucianism.




004

SN e

AL LA

The canon of Confucian thought is vast and
abstruse; its teachings are many and profound. It
was our difficult task to select a mere 200 apho-
risms from Confucian classics throughout history,
starting from Confucius himself all the way through
the Qing Dynasty scholars. We did this with the
duel intention of furthering one of the more brilliant
aspects of China’s long and marked history, and
also to inspire our readers in their own studies of
Confucianism. To choose 10, 000 quotations as
representative of Confucian thought would have
been easy; to narrow it down to 100 is quite diffi-
cult. The compilers and editors do not claim to be
experts with any definitive authority on the sub-
ject. Therefore the passages and quotations chosen
may not be seen as entirely comprehensive or even
the most suitable by more learned scholars. So it
is our sincere hope that our esteemed readers will
not hesitate to provide us with their valuable

feedback and insight.
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Arrogance invites loss whereas modesty brings

gains.
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