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Welcome to Dengfeng

Wang Zhenjiang, Secretary of the Dengfeng County Party Committee

Dengfeng County in Henan Province is situated at
the southern foot of Songshan Mountain 76 kilometers
from Zhengzhou, the provincial capital. It covers 1,220
sgquare kilometers and has a population of 550.000.
Owing to its location at 34°20° N and 11315 E. it has
the continental chmate of a northern temperate zone.
With spectacular geological and tenographic feautres,
Dengfeng has a beautiful landscape dotted with many
historical monuments and sites. The county is also the
birthplace of Shaolin wushu, the most famous school of
Chinese martial arts. During the tourist season,.people
from all over the world flock to the area for holiday.

One of China's earliest settlements, Dengfeng has
many historical sites and legends about the ancestors
and founders of the Chinese nation — Fuxi (the Great
Bright One). Huangd {the Yellow Emperor). emperors
Yao and Shun, and Yu the Great The districts of
Dengfeng were defined and named by imperial decrees
in ancient times and have remained unchanged ever
since. Of Dengfeng’'s maore than 160 historical
monuments and sites, six have been designated for State
protection and 16 for provincial protection. These
include the site of the 7,000-year-old Peiligang culture,
the site of the 4, 000-year-old Longshan culture, ruins of
the city of Yangcheng dating from the Eastern Zhou
Dynasty (770-221 B. C.). the three stone towers built
during the Han Dynasty (206 B. C.-A. D. 220}, Lord
Zhou's gnomon erected during the Western Zhou
Dynasty (c. 11th century-771 B. C.}. the observatory
built during the Yuan Dynasty (1279-1368). China’s
oldest pagoda in Songshan Temple built during the
Narthern Wei Oynasty (386-534). the famous Shaolin
Temple from which the Chan or Zen sect of Buddhism
traces its ongins, the magnificent Taoist Temple of
Central Mountain, Songyang Academy—one of
China’s four best-known ancient institutes of learning,
and two millennia-old cypresses which were awarded
the title of general by a Han Dynasty emperor. Historians
describe Dengfeng as a place where relics dating back
the Qin and Han dynasties can be found everywhere and
laud it as the heart of ancient China and a pearl of
Chinese culture.

Spreading across Dengfeng like a huge dragon is
Songshan. one of China’s Five Sacred Mountains.
Songshan has 72 picturesque peaks, each bearing a
name with a story behind it. The 20 most spectacular
scenic spots are noted for their charming peaks. odd-
shaped rocks, clear pools and springs and forests of old
rees. Songshan also features rock formations of various
geological ages, providing evidence of crust movements

from the Archeozoic 1o Proterozoic, Paleozoic,
Mesozoic and Cenozoic eras. A rare treasure house of
geological data, Songshan is often referred to by
geologists at home and abroad as a natural museum of
geology. Furthermore, Songshan embraces all three
religions of China — Buddhism. Taoism and Confucian-
ism, as reflected by the three ancient structures—
Shaolin Temple, the Temple of Central Mountain and
Songyang Academy. representing the three religions
respectively. Unlike China's other four sacred
mountains, which are solely Buddhist, Songshan is a
center of activity for wvarious religious sects and
academic schools. In ancient times, emperors and high-
ranking officials often made special trips to the mountain
to worship.

Over the centuries, Dengfeng s Shaolin Temple has
developed a unique school of martial arts, or Shaolin
wushu, which is loved by many both in China and
abroad for its outstanding use in fitness and self-
defense. In recent years. the Japanese League of Shaolin
Boxing. sponsored by So Doshin, and the American
Shaolin Boxing Society, among others, have come to
Shaolin Temple to seek roots. At present. Dengfeng has
16 wushu schools, institutes and centers with a total
enrrollment of 4,000 trainees. The wushu center in
Shaolin Temple is the largest of its kind in Asia. Over the
years, wushu atheletes trained in Dengfeng have won
210 gold medals at wushu competitions at provincial,
national and international levels and successfully
defended their championship at the Henan Provincial
Wushu Free-Sparring Competition for the last three
years.

State leaders have come to inspect the work of
Dengfeng many times. During the last decade.
Dengfeng has received 15 million Chinese visitors and
more than 150,000 foreign wisitors from over 60
countries around the world.

A place endowed with charming natural beauty,
abundant resources and a tradition of talented citizens,
IDengfeng’s prospects are bright. In the 1990s, we will
continue to make full use of our Shaolin wushu and our
rich tounism resources and mineral deposits to further
promote our contact with the outside world. Friends
from all parts of the world are welcome to tour Dengfeng
or receive traiming in Shaolin martial arts. We also
welcome businessmen to enter into economic or
technological cooperation with us, to invest or set up
commercial and industnial enterprises in Dengfeng and
to explore Songshan and speed up our economy.
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Dengfeng’s Rich Tourism and Natural
Resources Await Further Development

Located in the center of Henan Province, Dengfeng
is one of the finest scenic areas in China. It boasts one of
China’s ten largest forest preserves and ranks among the
16 most promising coal producing counties in the
country._ It s also one of the ten largest tobacco growers
'in Henan. With its rich tourism resources and abundant
mineral deposits, Dengfeng has intrigued tourists and
businessmen from both China and abroad.

Dengfeng’s natural resources: geologists have
discovered 34 kinds of useful minerals in the area and
ascertained reserves of 19 of them. The proved reserves
of coal, bauxite and Maifanshi medical stone amount to
1.5billion. 150 million and 200 million tons respectively
Veins of marble, limestone. barite, dolomite and
potassium feldspar are also large. Dengfeng produces
700.000 tons of bauxite and 5 million tons of coal
annually Its rich coal deposits provide good conditions
for energy production. The county has a thermal power
plant, which generates 540 million kilowatt hours of
electricity a vear, making it the only county in Henan
self-sufficient in electricity

Dengfeng tobacco, one of the regional specialties,
is known throughout the country for its “golden color,
pleasant aroma, thick leaves and continuous burmning.”
County farmers grow about 16,500 acres of the crop
with an annual yield of 15 million kilograms.
Furthermore. Dengfeng's 49.000 acres of pastures.
producing 730 million kilograms of forage grass every
year, have allowed the area to develop its animal
husbandry.

With the Xuchang-Gongxian. Dengfeng-Yansh,
Luoyang-Xuchang and Zhengzhou-Ruzhou highways
passing through 1t, Dengfeng has easy transport and
communication lines linking 1t up with the rest of the
province. All its townships are connected by surfaced
roads and each and every village can be reached by car.
All this is of great help 1o the circulation of commodities.

Over the years, Dengleng’s telecommunications

Wang Xin, Magistrate of Dengfeng County

have also developed rapidly. now boasting 114 long-
distance telephone carrier lines and a network of “BP”
panels and radio telephones which cover more than 90
percent of its area. All radio telephones are linked with
the national and international networks. And telegram
communications are included in the national automatic
telegram exchange system. while telex service is
provided by all the townships in the county.

An industrial complex and economic system with
the electric power, coal, building materials, abrasives,
metallergy. tourism and tobacco industries as their
mainstays are now taking shape in Dengfeng. However,
because of its location in a mountainous region,
Dengfeng is still underdeveloped and its rich natural
resources have not been fully tapped.

Following China's policies of economic reform and
opening to the outside world, we sincerely welcome
businessmen from both China and abroad to make
investments or establish joint ventures, cooperative
enterprises or wholly-owned enterprises in Dengfeng.
We are also ready to engage in processing with supplied
materials and compensation trade. We will give all
investors preferential treatment as defined by China’s
policy and do everything possible to facilitate their work
in Dengfeng. We stress work efficiency. abide by
contracts and are ready ta share risks and gains with our
partners

This album, which provides an all-round picture of
Dengfeng. is intended 10 be a guide to this area for both
tourists and businessmen from China and abroad.
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With large numbers of historical
monuments  and  sites  scattered
across its slopes. Songshan Moun-
tain leads China's other four sacred
mauntains 0 history and culture.
Developed cultures have existed on
the mountan over a period of some
8.000 vyears. the sites of the
Yangshao and Longshan cultures
that appeared millennia n\r;'o_ hustor
ical relics associated with China's
legendary emperors and the ruins of
Yangcheng, dating from the Eastern
Zhou Dynasty, which existed be
tween 770-221 B. C Through the
ages. emperors, high officials and
literat: frequented the mountain and
left behind many inscribed stone
tablets  The mountain slopes are
dotted  with  majestic  temples,
pavilions, towers and pagodas
beautifully  decorated with  calli-
graphic works, murals and stone
sculptures. Most famous among
these are the Buddhist Shaolin
Temple, the Taoist Temple of Central
Mountain and Songyang Academy,
one of the four best-known
academies in China built during the
Song Dynasty some 1,000 years ago.
Equally attractive are Songshan s 72
towering peaks, Shaolin martial arts
and stylish modern buildings.

Rich in rmistory  and  culture,
Songshan  has fascinated large
numbers of visitors, many of whom
are scholars Histonans laud it as the
home of cultural relics; architects call
it a palace of architecture; callig-
raphers and painters treasure it as an
art gallery, geologists claim it for their
own as a mine of geological data,
and tourists recognize it as the
premier of China's Five Sacred
Mountains and the birthplace of
China's foremost school of martial
arts.
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Songshan at sunrise.
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Shaoshishan, the highest peak of
Songshan, at sunset.



