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Notes on Khyung lung in Ancient Zhang
zhung, Western Tibet

Michael Henss

“As for Khyung lung, its importance seems to be greater in
the West than among the Bénpos”. With this statement Professor
Per Kvaerne, one of the foremost international Bon experts, in-
troduced a letter which reached me a few days after I had come
back from a journey to western Tibet to whose objectives be-
longed a visit of Khyung lung (Chin. Qionglung), the legendary
center of the pre-Buddhist Zhang zhung kingdom situated some
145 km (by road) to the West of sacred Mount Kailash in Ngari
(mNga’ ris) prefecture of the Tibetan Autonomous Region. The
purpose of this paper and of its presentation at the Second Inter-
national Conference on Tibetan Archaeology and Art in Beijing
2004 is to give a more detailed account, a selected visual record
and an overview of our present knowledge about the sites associ-
ated with ancient Khyung lung and their probable identification
with the “Eagle (or Garuda) Valley” (Khyung lung) of the
texts.

Whatever has been suggested and speculated so far on this

powerplace and presumable historical center of Tibet’s Bon tradi-
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tion was based on a vast amount of literary sources, whose mirac-
ulous accounts and mythical geographies were far away from a
more precise topographical description of the actual sites in the
modern sense. Despite the ongoing dispute on the chronology and
territorial extension of the Zhang zhung kingdom, on the evi-
dence of its historical remains and on the interpretation of the a-
vailable written records and despite the fact that no textual
sources from the area have become known scholars in the field
seem to agree that ancient Khyung lung and specifically the“cap-
ital site” of the legendary Eagle Valley Silver Castle (Khyung
lung dngul mkhar) can be either identified with the present
mKhar gdong (“Fortress Face”) hilltop plateau opposite Gu ru
gyaﬁ Bon monastery some 10 km west of Mon *tsher (Moincer)
village in sGar county or with the now uninhabited Cave City an-

other 15 km westbound, just 2 km west of modern Khyung lung
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Fig.3 Guru Gyam. mKhar gdong castle. Remains of the probable “Ea-
gle Valley Silver Castle” (Khyung lung dNgul mkhar).



