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Abstract

The analysis of terrorism in this thesis is based on an assumption
that terrorism is a kind of asymmetric violent practice with political log-
ics. It originates from the competition of interests among individuals,
noncstate actors, and states, Therefore, the wisdom of humankind
beyond particular interest concern will be necessary to restrain and
weaken the influence and destructive power of terrorism. Many of ac-
tivities in the international community could hardly achieve this, but to
escalate the destructiveness of the violence, worsening the relationship
among humans, and, between human and natural environment. Ter-
rorist phenomena do not necessarily lead to terrorism problem. The rise
of modern terrorism as a problem is basically the outcome of exclusive-
ness of the society, superstitious belief of rational thinking, and mo-
nopoly of rights of violence by states.

Although terrorism is an evil phenomenon of human society, war
and other forms of violence, including systematic and structural vio-
lence, shall also receive critique of the history. Terrorism is a form of
struggle that is constructed by various social forces, rather than, an a
priori evil. The attitude of all actors in the world community toward
terrorism is mainly determined by their status and requirements in the
power structure instead of morality and norms. "Modernity" creates not
only means of anti-terrorism, but the base on which terrorism relies at
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the same time. The participation of those actors in the contemporary
international anti-terrorism campaign pursues or maintains primarily
their power and status, but is not really due to the great objective of e-
radicating terrorism that humankind is facing. To weaken the threat of
terrorism, to eliminate the cause of terrorism, human beings need to
utilize products of modern civilization. More importantly, they should
change the manner of thinking fundamentally, finding out tools of
thought from oriental philosophy, especially from Chinese classic phi-
losophy, rather than some technical measures of anti-terrorism.

The main body of this book is divided into nine parts, includes in-
troduction, seven chapters, and conclusion. The following are the
topics and main ideas of each part.

The introduction includes three sections. It first summarizes
predecessors’studies on terrorism issue. Then, it distinguishes an aca-
demic approach from propaganda approach to terrorism. Finally, it
holds that researchers should study terrorism with scientific attitude and
methods. "Science" means, in this thesis, the development of objective
knowledge and understanding of terrorism, rather than high technolog-
ical tools of all kinds for anti-terrorism.

The first chapter is entitled. " Analysis of terrorism concepts". It
analyses mainly the originality of terrorism and show how terrorism be-
comes a security issue, making a brief review of terror violence. The o-
riginality of terrorism includes factors of social and historical traditions,
and enjoys a close relationship between different actors’interests and
status among power structure.

The second chapter," Terrorism among context of modernity",
mainly analyses the relationship between modernity and terrorism. Mo-
dernity is not originality of terrorism, and also not resolution of terror-
ism. On the contrary, modernity often organizes and systematizes vio-
lence in every dimension in the world, and transforms dispersed and

disconnected violent activities into condition of continuity among social
-_— 2 N
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life of human being.
The third chapter emphasizes relationship between attitudes of ac-

tors and their status within the power structure through a case study of
the Palestine-Israel conflict. Jews/Israel once used terrorism as a tool
to choose for their own self-interest because of limitation of struggle
forces and measures. The past is repeated through Palestinians’violent
activities. In the sphere of whole world, we can still see the relation-
ship between terrorism and power distribution very clearly.

The fourth chapter mainly analyses the relationship between terror-
ism and America. Generally, America is a major target of international
terrorism campaign. [But other states had been the victims of terrorist
attacks, and this had not generated a world-wide war against terror,
America was able to do so because it is a major world power and could
focus great attention and resources on this issue. ] As the core world
power, America continually constructs itself as major target of terror-
ism activities through many means of propaganda. Then, America can
lead international anti-terrorism campaign to strengthen its international
status rationally and legally. But, there still exists relationship be-
tween anti~terrorism policy of America and geographical distribution and
features of terrorism activities.

The fifth chapter expounds characteristics and essence of interna-
tional anti-terrorism cooperation. International terrorism originates in
structural imbalance problem among the whole world. So that, both
increase and decrease in quantity merely can’t solve terrorism problem.
Furthermore, terrorism comes into being followed by some causes and
preconditions. The contemporary international anti-terrorism coopera-
tion is just fighting against the superficial manifestations of terrorism,
not against the fundamental or root causes of the phenomenon. As a re-
sult, in essence, international anti-terrorism cooperation is does not re-
flect the interests of the entire human race but is focused instead on sup-
porting the existing world power structure, in which the United States
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is the preeminent state. In the frame of modernity, it is impossible to
decrease or even to eliminate originalities of terrorism. " Anti-terror-
ism", is a new ways of international struggle and is the pursuit of he-
gemony by other means.

The sixth chapter, "Post-modernity turn of terrorism problem", u-
ses pluralism as a main critical tool to query some meta-concepts, and
then intensively discusses the terrorism problem. Terrorism problem is
the consequence of modernity’s effort to create prescriptive system, But
conceptual conflict between state actors and non-state actors challenge
traditional pattern of legality. At present, states are suppressing non-
state actors by their discourse superiority, as do western states on non-
western states. Under this condition, prevalent international conven-
tions and declarations against terrorism, and definition of terrorism in
international society, are often the embodiment of these suppressions.
Intellectuals in nearly all countries do not enjoy real freedom to develop
an understanding of terrorism that differs from the propagandistic un-
derstandings of their own governments, but they should do so if the
terrorism problem is to be understood objectively.

The seventh chapter makes an attempt to reconstruct concept of
terrorism. There are two schools of motivation and approach to define
terrorism: the first approach see definition as a part of political process
and think that definition should comply with goal of propaganda. This
definition is an a priori truth and follows a circular logic. The second is
a more objective and detached approach. According to this view, ter-
rorism is an objective target of researchers and even researchers them-
selves, under certain circumstances, may be part of the terrorism
problem. The second is text approach. According to this approach,
terrorism is a objective target of researchers and even researchers them-
selves are also a part among terrorism problem, knowledge about ter-
rorism is not enough and not completely for ever. Researchers should
seek for sim8larities rather than homogeneity. Therefore, the contem-
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porary international relations theory with major goal to explain world
affairs by a theory only is very unsuited to understand terrorism.
Finally, the conclusion, analyses terrorist threat China is facing
and human beings’form of struggle against terrorism. Moreover, I at-
tempt to build up a model of terrorism’s emergence and a moral standard
to judge terrorism. Terrorism often does not stem from cruel suppres-
sion, and often comes into being when suppression is not so harsh as it
was before, because common people want to get more power and inter-
ests. The doctrine of the Golden Mean provides core thinking norm to
sustainable development of human society. At the same time, it is a
main thinking foundation for dealing with the terrorism issue to achieve

the interest of humanity as a whole,
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