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The Evolution of the Chinese Names and
Its Cultural Causes
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, Abstract

Chinese surnames originate from the primitive tribal society. The
formation of surnames became complicated, as it reflected the differ-
entiation, migratibn, integration of the tribes, and existence of the
state form. With the growth of population, surnames in the Chinese
language became more and more plentiful. With the establishment and
development of the patriarchal system based on blood lines which e-
volved from the clan organizations, and with the emphasis on seniority
vs. lower ranks, respectfulness vs. humbleness, and other human re-
principles of the feudal society, names with two Chi-
nese characters evolved into names with three Chinese characters.
Seniority in a family as reflected in names stemmed from the Han Dy-
nasty. Blended in the Chinese names were such deep cultural conno-
tations as political ideals, life expectations, and esteem for each indi-
vidual clan. Each name served as a cultural carrier, and, for its bear-
er, reflected the specific features of the historical period in which he
lived. As symbols of life, numerous names joined iogether to form a
vivid history of family life.
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