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FOREWORD

numbering nearly 3,000—which Mr. Chu has listed and described

in this Catalog, were laboriously obtained by gift or purchase over a
period of many years. Nearly half of them were received prior to 1928,
largely through the initiative of Dr. Walter T. Swingle of the United
States Department of Agriculture, and the perseverence and foresight
of the Librarian of Congress. Since then every effort has been made to
increase the range and number of these works because they display, as no
other class of Chinese literature does, the diversity in customs, the
perpetuity in local institutions, the variety in fauna and flora, and the
great literary and cultural traditions which give distinction to a place and
bind a people to it.

THE HISTORIES of Chinese provinces, prefectures, and districts—

The compiler of this Catalog has not been content to give the usual
bibliographical data regarding each local history, such as authorship,
number of volumes, and the time of publication; he has pointed out under
each title important articles or treatises within the work, which might
otherwise escape the attention of the reader. He has also deciphered the
seal-impressions which appear on many of the volumes, thus giving to
them a long and oftentimes distinguished lineage. One such owner,
Ch‘énChan (1753-1817), took for his seal the motto: “Let those who come
after me reflect that it was only with great difficulty that I obtained this
book.”

In publishing this Catalog, under a grant generously provided by the
Rockefeller Foundation, the Library of Congress is fulfilling an obligation.
It is making known to students of Chinese, in the language of the books
themselves, which items, both rare and ordinary, have found a shelter—
and an ever-widening circle of appreciative readers—in this country.

The Chinese title, which appears, along with the English rendering, on
the cover of this book, was inscribed and signed by Dr. Hu Shih while he
was serving as Ambassador in Washington.

ArRTHUR W. HUMMEL,
Chief, Asiatic Division.

September 17, 1912.
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