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Exit Section

San Lorenzo, center of the ancient Mesoamerican Olmec culture,
is famous for its massive stone statuary and distinctive ceramic
figurines. Archacologists disagree, however, about why Olmec-style

ceramics have also been found at sites very distant from the Olmec
heartland. Proponents of the mother-culture interpretation point to
the statuary as indicative of unprecedented social organization and
interpret the distribution of the ceramics as evidence of Olmec
influence on less complex societies. According to the sister-cultures

ion, however, these OL le objects are simply a
visual expression of religious belicfs shared by numerous
Mesoamerican cultures whose contact with one another increased
over time. The Olmec were neither solely responsible for the
creation and spread of the style nor more advanced than the cultures
they contacted.
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Tt can be inferred that proponents of the sister-culture interpretation
would be LEAST likely to agree with proponents of the mother-
culture interpretation on which of the following issues?

© The importance of religion in Olmec society

© The degree of contact between San Lorenzo and other
Mesoamerican cultures

O The place where Olmec-style objects discovered far from
San Lorenzo were produced

O The relati ibution the center of the O
‘made to the Olmec style of ceramics

© The level of social organization needed to produce the Olmec
stone statuary in San Lorenzo

Select one answer choice.
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Sample Passage é

Eliot's work Snowman on a Wooden Bridge in Trondheim has been received as a purely literal and
unqualified replication of a winter view. Its meticulous detailing of the clouds and smoke in the backdrop is
said to parallel the pastoral scenes portrayed by the likes of Hirsch. However, critic Artour Mirkovic
suggests alternatively that the work exempilifies Eliot's idealization of serenity and tranquility as opposed to
an unstinting reproduction of a Norwegian suburb. Although he recognizes the exactitude with which Eliot
depicted the landscape, Mirkovic cites chemical study that relates the pigment to the warm Mediterranean
Island Sicily, where Eliot frequented for inspiration, arguing that the picture was unlikely to be a realistic
portrayal of his direct experience. Likewise, art historian Lindsay Babaev points to affinity between Eliot and
impressionist master Laurence, contending that Eliot's masterpiece needs to be interpreted beyond its
surface value.

1. The primary purpose of the passage is to
A. challenge a popular interpretation of one of Eliot's paintings.
argue that Eliot’s realism is a merging of seemingly contradictory schools.
reconcile different attitudes toward a style of paintings.
present critical views that may call into question an orthodox position.

mo o w

call for further evidence to resolve a debate regarding an artistic interpretation.

2. According to the passage, the mentioning of “the exactitude” serves primarily to
A. corroborate a mainstream understanding of a particular work.

correct a misconception regarding Eliot.

acknowledge a fact that seems to support a traditional interpretation.

explain the source of inspiration for Eliot.
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link Eliot’'s tradition with that of Laurence.

3. The author implies which of the following about “the likes of Hirsch”?
A. Their style is close to an unstinting imitation of pastoral scenes.
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