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Unit 1

Passage 1

Pipeline Basics

What are pipelines? Where are they? And why do people need

them in the first place? Those are good and basic questions.

The energy transportation network of the United States consists of over
2.5 million miles of pipelines. That’s enough to circle the earth about 100
times. These pipelines are operated by approximately 3,000 companies, large

and small.
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Based on data generated from annual reports to PHMSA from pipeline
operators, the network includes approximately ;

® 175,000 miles of onshore and offshore hazardous liquid pipeline;

® 321,000 miles of onshore and offshore gas transmission and gathering
pipelines ;

® 2,066,000 miles of gas distribution mains and service pipelines;

® 114 active LNG Plants connected to their gas transmission and distri-
bution systems; and

® Propane distribution system pipelines.

Although pipelines exist in all fifty states in the United States, most of
Americans are unaware that this vast network even exists. This is due to the
strong safety record of pipelines and the fact that most of them are located un-
derground. Installing pipelines underground protects them from damage and

helps protect the communities as well.
Where Are They?

Most hazardous liquid and gas pipelines are buried underground. To en-
sure Americans’ safety and avoid damaging underground lines, Americans

must call their state one-call center before digging.
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Most hazardous liquid and gas transmission pipelines are located under-
ground in rights-of-way (ROW). A ROW consists of consecutive property
easements acquired by, or granted to, the pipeline company. The ROW pro-
vides sufficient space to perform pipeline maintenance and inspections, as
well as a clear zone where encroachments can be monitored and prevented.

To find out if a transmission pipeline is located near a person, the person
can visit the National Pipeline Mapping System (NPMS) of the United States
and search by his/her county or zip code.

Pipeline operators are required to post brightly-colored markers along
their ROW to indicate the presence of—but not necessarily the exact location
of—their underground pipelines. Markers come in a variety of shapes and si-
zes. They contain information about the nearby pipeline as well as emergency

contact information for the company that operates it.
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Gas distribution systems consist of distribution main lines and service
lines. Distribution main lines are generally installed in underground utility
easements alongside streets and highways. Distribution service lines run from
the distribution main line into homes or businesses. Distribution main and
service lines are not generally indicated by above-ground markers. To ensure
safety and avoid damaging underground lines, anyone planning to dig or ex-
cavate is required by law to contact their state One-Call center 48 to 72 hours

before digging.
Why Do People Need Them?

Pipelines play a vital role in people’s daily lives. Cooking and cleaning,
the daily commute, air travel and the heating of homes and businesses are all

made possible by the readily available fuels delivered through pipelines.
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These routine activities really add up, in terms of energy use. Natural
gas provides for fully 24% of America’s total energy consumption, and pe-
troleum provides for another 39% .

Because such huge volumes of hazardous liquids and gas must be trans-
ported, the only feasible way to do so is through pipelines. Pipelines do not
crowd the Americans’ highways and waterways as trucks and barges would,
nor do they contribute to traffic congestion or highway accidents.

Pipelines, in short, are practical and safe.

New Words and Expressions

pipeline [ 'paiplain ]
n. HIE; WA FiSiEe
energy | 'enadsi |
no (W] R K W05 KSR
transportation [ traenspa'teifon, tranz-, train- ]
n. iafi; BRIRSG; B THE; Wk
circle [ 'sarkl]
n. PEER, JE; B BT BUEY
vi. BLHE, e, AT
ot [ [E]E  FRLE----- %3l
operate [ 'oporeit |
vi. &% TR EEH
o, BAE, 28, 5, X H 7]
generate | 'dzenoreit |
vi. MR KA AR

annual [ 'anjual ]
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adj. EEERY; BAEM
n. AT, AEME, —AEAEREY
approximately [ o'proksimitli]
adv. K%y, i, aF
onshore [ 'onfor]
adv. FERE L5 15165
adj. Bt B a5 HEEE T
offshore [ 'of'[o:]
adj. BN, [HEVE] SR WA Y
adp. [A)IRETAT, [W)7F
transmission [ trenz'mifon, trens-, train-]
n. fEEh%eE, [HL] ASEAs; 1&i; 15i%; &%
distribution [ distri'bju:fan ]
s T
LNG (Liquefied Natural Gas)
abbr. WAL RIRK
hazardous [ 'hazodos]
adj. BEkR; BREY; bz
propane [ 'proupein ]
n. [AL] ke
unaware [ And'weo |
adj. ANHIAR), TCER; KREGEEIW
adv. AN, ANHIANGEH
install [in'sto:l]
vt WHE; s
damage [ 'demidz |
n. PE; Pk
vi. W Pk, W
vt PE, BIR
community [ ko'mju:niti]

n. ARG [AER] BEE, JLREE; HAR



consecutive | kon'sekjutiv ]
petroleum [ pi'trouliom, po-]

n. 1l
ensure [in'[ua]

vt. PRIE, BRR; e
property [’propsti]

n. MR, PERE; W5 FrAAL
easement | 1.zm9nt]

n. MK ZE; R
acquire [ o'kwaio]

o, A, BUG; 3] R
sufficient [ so'fifant |

adj. /@@gﬂ/ﬂ, TR
maintenance | 'meintonans |

n. Y, Aie; REE; AT
inspection [ in'spek[on ]

n. MEE, Kt
encroachment [ in'krout /mont ]

n. RA, ®=IL; =ik
county | 'kaunti |

n. A8, H
marker [ 'ma:kor ]

n. 00 T WREY; S
indicate [ 'indikeit ]

ut. ?‘%Eﬁ; ?E‘Hj; ﬁiﬂ?; A
presence [ 'prezons |

n. FETE; R 2 KB 4GS
location [ lou'keifon ]

n. DI ML Ahstndgih

variety [ vo'raioti |

Unit 1
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n. ZF; P, 48

contain [ kon'tein ]
o B T AN FEH (BE)
vi. SA; Al

emergency | i'mo:dzonsi |

n. RANO; REF; ARHRZ]
adji. BE2M; K

utility [ ju:'tiloti |
n. SEHL ®UH; AL, T
adj. SR, WA, AZFHEN
excavate [ 'eksko veit ]
vt. 129, T4
vi. ZQTFH, i
vital [ 'vaitol]
adj. BRHEEN; ERMCH; A5
commute [ ko'mju:t]
n. GEE ()
ol ijﬁﬂ:lj; 3‘5}?{, FH-eoeee 3‘5}@’ /fﬁ ...... AR
vi. EE; Ak
routine [ ru:'timn |
n. [IF] BF; HETHE; fliTAH
adj. H®EH; BIFTIH
consumption [ kon'sampfon |
n. I THFE; MiigF
volume [ 'voljuim |
no fmy W B B ORE; it
adj. KEM
vi. PG RE
feasible [ 'fizzobl]
adj. AIATHY; ATRERY; RTSCATHY
barge [ ba:dz ]



Unit 1 NN\ 9
n. B AR
vi. SHE; EIA
ot JAMTIiEH; A EELE) A SF TS Y
contribute [ kon'tribju:t ]
vt vi. oA, s BERE; HERR
congestion [ kon'dzestfon ]
n. #EF; HZEE; M
practical [ 'prektikol ]
adj. SEBREY; SEFTERY

Exercises

I . Translate the following sentences into Chinese.

1. The energy transportation network of the United States consists of
over 2. 5 million miles of pipelines.

2. These pipelines are operated by approximately 3,000 companies,
large and small.

3. A ROW consists of consecutive property easements acquired by, or
granted to, the pipeline company.

4. The ROW provides sufficient space to perform pipeline maintenance
and inspections, as well as a clear zone where encroachments can be moni-
tored and prevented.

5. Markers come in a variety of shapes and sizes.

6. Gas distribution systems consist of distribution main lines and service

lines.
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7. Distribution service lines run from the distribution main line into
homes or businesses.

8. Cooking and cleaning, the daily commute, air travel and the heating
of homes and businesses are all made possible by the readily available fuels
delivered through pipelines.

9. Because such huge volumes of hazardous liquids and gas must be
transported, the only feasible way to do so is through pipelines.

10. Pipelines do not crowd the Americans’ highways and waterways as
trucks and barges would, nor do they contribute to traffic congestion or high-
way accidents.

I. Translate the following phrases into English.
AL

R

fE AR

BALRIRA

AL

FEEAR

Be ik B2k

HERA L

KRB LT AR

10. B2BKAREL

Il. Fill in the following blanks using the words in the box.

O 0 N O U b~ W N =

diameter, discovery, cross-border, ranging, large-scale,

welded steel, measured, fatality, pipelines, supply
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Buried pipelines transport large quantities of a product from the source of

to the marketplace. Almost 70% of petroleum liquid products

are transported by . Statistically they provide the safest form of

transportation. In 1998, total in the United States amounted to

2.7 x10 % in comparison to all other form of transportation and they are
equally as good worldwide.

The first oil pipeline in North America, which 175 km in
length and 152 mm in diameter, was laid from Bradford to Allentown, Penn-
sylvania, in 1879. Since the late 1920s, virtually all oil and gas pipelines
have been made of . Although the first cross-country pipeline

that connected some major cities was laid in 1930, it was not until World

War II that pipelines were installed. In the 1960s, larger-di-
ameter pipelines from 813 to 1,016 mm were built. In 1967
the first long-distance, large-diameter, , high — pressure pipe-

line made of high-grade steel was built. The Iranian Gas Trunk Line I was
constructed to Azerbaijan—it consisted of NPS 48/ NPS 42 pipe, grade 448
MPa (X-65). of oil on Alaska’s North Slope resulted in the
construction of the largest northern pipeline, the Trans-Alaska Pipeline Sys-

tem (TAPS), with a 1,219-mm and 1,287-km length. The
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line was commissioned in 1979.

Passage 2

The Alaska Pipeline

The Alaska pipeline starts at the frozen edge of the Arctic ocean. It stret-
ches southward across the largest and northernmost state in the United States,
ending at a remote ice-free seaport village nearly 800 miles (1 mile =
1. 609 km) from where it begins. It is massive in size and extremely compli-
cated to operate.

The steel pipe crosses windswept plains and endless miles of delicate
tundra that tops the frozen ground. It weaves through crook canyons, climbs
sheer mountains, plunges over rocky crags, makes its way through thick for-
ests, and passes over or under hundreds of rivers and streams. The pipe is 4
feet (1 foot =30 cm) in diameter, and up to 2 million barrels, or 84 million
gallons (1 gallon=4. 54 litres) , of crude oil can be pumped through it daily.

Resting on H-shaped steel racks called “bents” long sections of the pipe-
lines follow a zigzag course high above the frozen earth. Other long sections
drop out of sight beneath spongy or rocky ground and return to the surface

later on. The pattern of the pipelines’ up-and-down route is determined by the



