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PREFACE

One year has passed since the devastating Wenchuan Earthquake jolted the entire world, leaving
nearly a ten thousand people dead or missing throughout Sichuan Province alone, with nearly 40,000
women, men and children injured. At that moment, the sky and the earth, mountains and rivers...
everything trembled! The sudden quake not only snatched away a myriad lives, but also ruined people’s
homes and damaged their towns. Communication and traffic were flung into extreme disarray, with cities
and villages overwhelmed under rubble. Nothing was left unaffected. Numerous aftershocks, and the
consequent landslides, quake lakes, epidemics and other secondary disasters continued to undermine
life and damage property. Under the leadership of the Party, the State Council and local governments at all
levels, the people affected fought back against the disaster, and have begun to reconstruct their lives and
their towns. The unprecedented work and long journey have been tremendously difPcult.

Struck by the tragedy, almost all the libraries in the arca were affected, with some even totally
destroyed. Bookshelves and books were damaged or buried under the rubble. As with other people at the
scene, librarians were struck hard or even left homeless, having to face the destruction throughout their
towns as well. Yet our library personnel have proven their great mettle! Their first resolve was to restore
library services over the ruins. Long before even the reconstruction of their own physical homes, they
rebuilt spiritual homes, creating a true “haven for the spirit”! Their actions were supported and helped along
by countless people in the library world, both at home and abroad, and also by government departments
at all levels, in addition to the people of the whole nation of China!

This book records the unique history of Sichuan libraries over this past one year, honoring the spirit of
our librarians.

The publication of this book on the anniversary of the May 12th Earthquake is offered as an homage
to all those who lost their lives, as well as to celebrate the unremitting dedication of all those working for
our libraries in overcoming the disaster. The book will also be presented to the International Federation
of Library Associations, at the 75th IFLA General Conference and Assembly to be held in Milan, Italy, in
October 2009, and is dedicated to all the participating librarians from across the world.

This book is the result of encouragement from Dr. Claudia Lux, Chairman of the IFLA, and the support
and assistance of the Secretariat of the Chinese Library Sciences Association and the IFLA Chinese

Language Center. We sincerely thank everyone involved.
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Chapter 1

Sichuan Libraries
Before the Earthquake
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Astride the upper reaches of the Changjiang and Huanghe rivers,
O Land of Abundance,
Graced by skyscraping mountains,
Encircling the southwest
In healing mists and untold miracles

O mother rivers
Nurturing this land of China,
Here the mountains rise,
out of this rich earth;
Here, an ancient people,

a flourishing culture
As old and as deep
As history itself.
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The top of the Longmen Mountain
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