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Preface

The growth of Daoist studies, most importantly within China, is one
of the most important recent developments in Chinese studies. Daoism is
the native religion of China, and has always been at the core of its social
organization, thought, arts, and culture. But, partly under the influence
of Westerners who did not understand Daoism’s nature and its role in
Chinese society, reformers from the late Qing onwards have attempted to
reinvent Chinese identity without, or, with a marginal role at best for
Daoism. But after a century of sidelining or ignoring Daoism, the task of
putting Daoism back at the center of our understanding of Chinese identity
and culture has now begun in earnest. Profs. Kong Linghong and Han
Songtao’s important book on Daoism in Jiangxi is a major step in that
momentous process. By so doing, they have contributed not only to the
remarkably vibrant field of Daoist studies in China and abroad, but they
will also draw the attention of all historians of China.

The main reason why this book will achieve its aim of putting back
Daoism at the center of Chinese history is, I think, that it is resolutely lo-
cal. While not the first local history of Daoism to be published in recent
years, it is remarkably well documented and offers new insights on the
way Daoism enmeshes with local society and economy. And this approach
certainly is the future of Daoist studies. “If it is not local, it is not Daoist”
goes one saying. Indeed, the best of recent scholarship has repeatedly
made this point: while the top levels of the Daoist clergy and institutions
do interact with the national government, and can benefit or suffer from

favor or disfavor at the top, it is its embededness in local society that dic-
2



tates the fortune or misfortune of Daoism. Jiangxi offers a peculiarly in-
teresting perspective: its major Daoist cult, that of Xu Zhenjun, was
completely linked up with the guilds and the economy of Jiangxi mer-
chants. Another major local institution, also well discussed here, is that
of the Zhang Heavenly Master based on Longhushan. Even though it
worked closely with successive imperial families from the Tang to the
Qing, the Zhang Heavenly Masters were also at the head of local net-
works of elite Daoists running temples, in Jiangxi and neighboring prov-
inces.

Therefore, such an ambitious history of Daoism in the Jiangxi pro-
vincial context is a necessary and very welcome basis on which scholars,
in China and abroad can build on to further and deepen their understand-
ing of Daoism as it worked and works in local society, bringing in the
study of local culture and local religious traditions, oral history and field-
work to unearth the remarkable variety and resilience of Daoism in mod-
ern Chinese society.

Vincent Goossaert 1= J7 &
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Preface

In past few decades or so, we have witnessed a new and thriving phe-
nomenon in Daoist studies. Parallel to the scholarly endeavor in collecting
and republishing Daoist scriptures produced and circulated in the post-
Daozang years, historians, anthropologists, folklorists and other scholars
of Daoism have increasingly turned their attention to uncovering and stud-
ying Daoist social and cultural history, institutions, rituals and practices
in local contexts.

In the west, this “local turn” in Daoist studies is best exemplified not
only by the recently published monographs on Daoist monastic networks,

practices



and their connections with local society,® but also by several large collab-
orative research projects: the joint study led by Kenneth Dean of McGill
University and his Chinese partners on the Daoist rituals and local com-
munity in contemporary Fujian; the team research on the Daoist rituals,
statuettes, and liturgical texts centered in central and western Hunan and
led Alan Arrault and Patrice Fava of CNRS, James Robson of Harvard U-
niversity and Poul Andersen of University of Hawaii and others; the joint
research on the Daoist network of temples, lineages, and local cults in
eastern Zhejiang by John Lagerwey of EPHE, and by Paul Katz of Acade-
mia Sinica and his Chinese colleagues from Zhejiang; and most recently
the new multi—site and multilateral research program led by Vincent Go-
ossaert of CNRS— EPHE on modern urban Daoist temples and clerics in
Guangzhou, Hangzhou, Nanyang and Wuhan. In China, this new focus
on Daoist local histories and culture can also be seen in the publications on
the subject since the 1980s®.

For me this turn to the local represents an important shift of focus on
the social, political and cultural understanding of Daoism. This new para-
digm of Daoist studies views Daoism primarily as a religious phenomenon
or experience deeply grounded in Chinese local society and culture, and in-
timately connected with various dimensions of Chinese life at the local lev-
el as well as with the state. After all, Daoism is more than simply a canon
of scriptural texts, hagiographies, and philosophical treatise. Rather it is
a living tradition that has undergone many transformations in its two mil-
lennia. Yet, it continues to evolve and adapt with the changes of times.

Now to this body of exciting new scholarship, Professors Kong Ling-

hong and Han Songtao add their important contribution; Jiangxi Daojiao

@ For example, Susan Naquin, Peking : Temples and City Life, 1400—1900 (2000), Vin-
cent Goossaert, Taoists of Peking: A Social History of the Clerics, 1800 — 1949 (2007), Lai
Chi’tim. Xianggang ji Huanan daojiao yanjiu (2005), and Xun Liu, Daoist Modern : Innova-
tion s Lay Practice s and the Community of Inner Alchemy in Republican Shanghai (2009).

@ See Chen Yaoting, Shanghai daojiao shi (1989), Li Yangzheng, Xinbian Beijing
Baiyuan guan zhi (2007), Guo Wu, Daojiao yu Yunnan wenhua (2000) and “Quanzhen Daoist
networks in Sichuan” conference paper, 2007, Fan Guangchun, Xibei Daojiao shi, forthcoming,
and Wu Yakui, Jiangnan daojiao shi (2008).
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shi @, Their collaborative work incorporates rigorous fieldwork investiga-
tion with thorough culling of the existing archives, local gazetteers, and
dynastic histories, and produces one of the mostly thorough researched lo-
cal Daoist histories to date in Chinese. It reveals to its readers the rich
history of Daoist heritage that begins with the early naissance of Daoism
as China’s dominant indigenous religion, through the heydays of Jiangxi
as the sacred site of the Celestial Masters traditions and the inner alchemic
(neidan) lineages during the late imperial China, to the present Zhengyi
Daoist revival in the province. In both its scope of coverage, and its use of
new primary sources, this book makes a great contribution to the current
field of Daoist studies in China and the West. I sincerely hope that there
will be more studies of the similar kind to follow in the direction set by
Professors Kong and Han’s book in China.
X (LIU Xun)
Department of History,
Rutgers University, USA
Sept 26, 2009

@ A History of Daoism in Jiangxi
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