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1. What is lexicology?
AR CFE?
Lexicology is a branch of linguistics, inquiring into the origins and meanings of
words.
FEAE R F M — 3, WA R R PR A S

2. What is the nature and scope of English lexicology?
FEECEN M RN RSEE 2 A
The nature of English lexicology: English lexicology is a theoretically-oriented
course. It is chiefly concerned with the basic theories of words in general and of
English words in particular. Meanwhile, it is a practical course, for it has something
to do with words.
The scope of English lexicology: English lexicology aims at investigating and
studying the morphological structures of English words, and words equivalents,
their semantic structures, relations, historical development, formation and usages.
B8 g e o1 <9 9 TP oy e =5 S W P47y i X 2o N = 71 S S
WA SIS, Ry, ARSI A 2 i 5 P iR AR i R ——iA)
i, Frite— TSt i 7Rk
B Gl 3 S0 e P G 22 ) PP i RN B 725 2o o N i PO U VA I A& S8
T SCEE R TR SO L TR SRR L T AR L R B FRVE A

3. What subjects is English lexicology correlated with? And to what extent?
FIEECF S MMLEFRF X? BEXEIETMHIEE?

English lexicology is correlated with morphology, semantics, etymology, stylistics

and lexicography. In the discussion of the inflections of words and word-formation
and how morphemes are combined to form words and words to form sentences,

it is related with morphology. In the discussion of how a small vocabulary of
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the languages of early Germanic tribes has developed into a huge vocabulary of
Modern English and how words change their forms and meanings, it is related
with etymology. In the discussion of polysemy, homonymy, synonymy, antonymy,
hyponymy and semantic field of words, it is related with semantics. In the
discussion of the stylistic values of words, it is related with stylistics. And in the
discussion of acquiring the knowledge and information of lexis in the aspect of
language use, English lexicology is relevant to lexicography.
JfiL e SIEA L W IR USSR RS e R DG . TR
Foa Gl ) e R AN AR I B B N R v TR N N I 2 ST I A Z2 R i
ARG AEPNR IR REAR /N v S B An o] e J b in T i AR R A B
Ly, SIRERSARSC . FENHETRNE 2 OCER | R [R5 SOCER L [A] LR |
RXKFR . ERICORRVIE g0, 5 SR TERHE TR SR
W BT, 530S AR Ba e iail i iR G B s I, B 51
BAEAROG

4. What are the methods of the study of English lexicology?
HRIIERCF B WLETTE?
There are generally two approaches to the study of words, namely synchronic
and diachronic. From a synchronic point of view, words can be studied at a point
in time, disregarding whatever changes have taken place. If we take a diachronic
perspective, we will consider the word historically, looking into its origin and
changes in form and meaning.
— Ui, WEOTSEA MR L, RILR IR A D I SE L . IR Y £
JERF, W LI IR K AR WA i A — 1] EgEAT0r5E . AR s
AR R IE, FATAT LU s i b A58 il T g 05 LA K g A SC
T3 A

5. Why should a student of English study English lexicology?
FET W FE AFEF IFIEELCF?
According to the textbook, English lexicology will definitely be beneficial to
students of English. Firstly, it will help them develop their personal vocabulary,
and consciously increase their word power. Secondly, it will give them a deeper
understanding of the word meaning, and enable them to organize, classify and

store words more effectively. Thirdly, it will gradually raise their awareness of the
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meanings and usages of words, and enable them to use words more accurately and
appropriately. Fourthly, it will improve their skills of using reference books and
raise their problem-solving ability and efficiency of individual study. Lastly, it will
improve their receptive and productive skills in language processing as well as
language production.

WER R, WA Toah Ll e AR oA . B, ety
AR, ARBERIEFRE ). S, RRMES A G PR S, EA
ROWHZ R FICAARN . 55 =, GRS 0 a] SORPHEE Y 1, ik
BHERML A, S0, AR T R RS BERE, SRs k]
R BE SRV, 27 S AR . B, e A R M & B2 R A = 181

ok
He /JJ o

6. What help can lexicology give to language teachers?

LN TIES R E 587

Language teachers will find lexicology very helpful. With some knowledge of
lexicology, they will be able to handle the teaching materials, particularly those
concerning words more professionally, to select and organize materials to teach
in a more effective way, and to make use of different sense relations to group
vocabulary, interpret words and explain meanings to the students. Their knowledge
of dictionaries will prove invaluable in their study and teaching as well.

TR T WA TAEARKH B Foag T2 iR, flfTe] U
LA B AR, JCHRAT IR AR, W] DL PRI U R AT
AR, b T RUR AR 38 SO R R RN R TR 20 30y . BRI
o F3h, BOMA R ) TG A AT BAT o B

7. What's the connection of lexicology with other branches of linguistics?

HLFSEMIBES DR EIEKER?

(1) With phonetics: Phonetics is the study and systematic classification of the
sounds made in spoken utterance, that is, the study of speech sounds. It is closely
related to lexicology. Without sound there is no word because every word is a unity
of sound and meaning.

(2) With grammar: Vocabulary and grammar are organically related to one another.
In learning, attention to grammar is as important as attention to vocabulary. The

vocabulary of a language assumes tremendous importance when it comes under the
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control of grammar, which is concerned with the modification in form of words and
the combination of words into sentences.
(3) With stylistics: Stylistics is “the study of optional variations in the sounds,
forms, or vocabulary of a language as characteristic of different uses of language,
different situations of use, or different literary types”. Lexicology studies stylistic
variants on the basis of meanings of words and their changes: synonyms, antonymes,
figures of speech, etc. Stylistics is concerned with language variety differing
according to use rather than user. The same user may use different varieties for
different purposes, in different situations, with different people, to produce different
effects. The same subject matter can be expressed in different styles, e.g.:
(a) My beloved parent has joined the great majority. (My beloved parent has
breathed his last.) (literary)

(b) My dear father has passed away. (euphemistic)
(c) My father has died. (neutral)
(d) My old man has kicked off. (My old man has gone west.) (slang)
(e) My dad has popped off. (colloquial)
The first example is syntactically composed of modifier +subject +verb +object.
The other four sentences are composed of subject +verb or verb phrase. The
stylistic range is achieved by means of different word choices. Therefore, the study
of words is significant for the study of language.
(4) With historical linguistics: Historical linguistics studies words from the view-
point of diachrony, whereas lexicology studies words from the view-point of both
synchrony and diachrony, but especially of synchrony.
(1) S PR AR EE AR miEh A MV MR G 26, Wl xt
HEII. BSIRNCARERR AR WAETEA W, F oy
REFE LS
(2) HifERERAR: WL AEE A VLK RE R, =] —fifs, if
AR E R, AR TA R 2 N A B R M, X R AIE Y
AL AT R4 E L.
(3) HCHeEryBe R . SURFREE S AR . ARE SR SCF
B S O 7 AN i A A T R B v = =2 2 ) S i 2 0 ey T B R
o (RS X BRESE ) Rl BRSO 2257 . SURSE A R RS = T
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TR A R P AT LUARAE A E . RIS AR ARE x4

P AR BCRIE RIS [T 58 A []— X Zen] LIS TR XURS ke 38

o

(a) My beloved parent has joined the great majority. (My beloved parent has
breathed his last.) ( 3C22 i)

(b) My dear father has passed away. ( ZWiif )

(c) My father has died. ( H4:iF)

(d) My old man has kicked off. (My old man has gone west.) ( fifi )

(e) My dad has popped off. ( H3kiE )

Bi5] a (RNRELER N E T + 05 + Zhi) + =il HAB DY) TS5 R 05

+ SR B R . SRS S i AN R R TR SE R . R, ISR

TRFEIREER,

(4) 5P E AR D il & o NI I 8 BRI IR0, )iy

S L IRE RN s W o A B2 SR AP SR RN, JC IR DRI 1) £ 2 R




Chapter 1 Basie Concepts of MWords and Do
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1. What is a word?
FAZia?
The definition of a word comprises the following points:
(1) a minimal free form of a language;
(2) a sound unity;
(3) a unit of meaning;
(4) a form that can function alone in a sentence.
Therefore, we can say that “a word is a minimal free form of a language that has a
given sound and meaning and syntactic function”.
TRl E SCALAR LT J LA :
(1) —I'TEE i/ Y H HE
(2) —AEEG
(3) — RS
(4) 1ER) 7P REB AR I — B
Ht, FATTAT LUR XA —ANE S g — T i F B — @M e & . B
AREDIRER IR/ A B

2. lllustrate the relationship between the sound and the meaning with
examples.
BEHEHRAFENEX ZEXER,
A word is a symbol that stands for something else in the world. Each of the world’s
cultures has come to agree that certain sound will represent certain persons, things,
places, properties, process and activities outside the language system. This symbolic
connection is almost always arbitrary. And there is “no logical relationship between
the sound which stands for a thing or an idea and the actual thing and idea itself™.

A dog is called a dog not because the sound and the three letters that make up the
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word just automatically suggest the animal in question. It is only a symbol. The
relationship between the sound and the meaning is conventional because people
of the same speech community have agreed to refer to the animal with this cluster
of sounds. In different languages the same concept can be represented by different
sounds. Woman, for example, becomes “Frau” in German, “Femme” in French, and
“Fu nii” in Chinese. On the other hand, the sound [mi:t] may be used to mean meat,
meet, and mete, denoting entirely different things.
RN S R SE YRR S R AR OSCER A —E —E
s EARIZIE S RGN —EM A, Fi. HPURERE, Jd /. Wmahd.
R R L Z B B RAETE R A Z AR, IR DY i —
AR E XA Y B S A SRR ICR " dog MY dog FFAE Il
AN ARG AR et A shR WX R sy, XA R — P RAE
. FESE LM RZE A ERL, PO PRE —FE = AL T#E
[) B — 4 E R X R s . AR B 5 b W — 8T U W R
ToRFIR, W, woman —in], fEiE H R Frau, 15 9 & Femme, B8 H &
“Wie”, J—m, F—AAE /mit/ Al DIFRR =582 AR w1 meet (1
M), meat ( A ) F1 mete ( 439K ).

3. Why do more and more differences occur between sound and form?
At aEEEMERZ A ERERNZER?
It is generally agreed that the written form of a natural language is the written
record of the oral form. Naturally the written form should agree with the oral form.
With the development of the language, more and more differences occur between
the two. The reasons are as follows:
(1) The internal reason for this is that the English alphabet was adopted from
Roman, which does not have a separate letter to represent each sound in the
language so that some letters must do double duty or work together in combination.
(2) Another reason is that the pronunciation has changed more rapidly than spelling
over the years, and in some cases the two have drawn apart.
(3) A third reason is that some of the differences were created by the early scribes.
In the late 1500, after printing was well established, the standardization made
spelling stable, but sounds continued to change as usual, thus bringing more

differences.
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(4) Finally comes the borrowing, which is an important channel of enriching the
English vocabulary.

— il Sy, —TTARESENBEEAEXTES DB, Ui
RS DR AAAAT . SRMBEE TR SRR E, 7585 M U [k BT 22
Sto BRIR

(1) A — 2R NAE R RURSETE B E R S B, 4R il P iy
BAE AR A TRk IO, AL P RGBT il 51—
KFR 1.

(2) FB—DIEPR AT WS RAG Z, RSO T, M4 TARR
25

(3) =AU R R SRS A 2 5. 16 HAR, ETRIAREH) iz
KA, AL D SRR R . ARMBHE BIRER T, (HS & {5akeeie
e, P& R T A E S R 22 5

(4) FJa—DIBRMKGE, ERFEEIEERNCAREZ I,

. What is vocabulary?

FrAaiE?

The term “vocabulary” is used in different senses. Not only can it refer to the
total number of the words in a language, but it can also stand for all the words
used in a particular historical period, like Old English vocabulary, Middle English
vocabulary and Modern English vocabulary. We also use it to refer to all the words
of a given possessed dialect, a given book, a given discipline and the words by an
individual person. Here, we say that in English lexicology, all the words of English
make up its vocabulary.

LT R EA ZEE L MU R — T TR S RN, i Hab el
FEHE— e B Bl I RIaliE, andy SaEini el S RN A A R R
FATE T ARZIAFEPRAE—T7 & I . —AABRgiaiE, Fe—Rhniail, £
ZIA T LAFERAS NI, BT IANC 22 1 A BER AR, il v i I A Tl 44 g
I E RYTRNL .

. What is the classification of English vocabulary?

TR 2B RN?

The English vocabulary consists of words of all kinds. They can be classified by

different criteria and for different purposes. Words may fall into the basic word
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stock and nonbasic vocabulary by frequency, into content words and functional
words by notion, and into native words and borrowed words by origin.
PSR A A AR AT, AR R 2, Al IR R i) 2 o e fil
RSy, T LA A B AT AR R AR s $A o SOk Sy, T LAY Ry S5
SCIRFNRER s FR Ik, W] LA AR TR AR A

6. What is the basic word stock? And what is the characteristic of the basic
word stock?
HARERFLC? EXFCHFEZHTA?
The basic word stock is the foundation of the vocabulary accumulated over
centuries and forms the common core of the language. Though words of the basic
word stock constitute a small percentage of the English vocabulary, yet it is the
most important part of it. These words have the following characteristics:
(1) All national character, which contains natural phenomena, such as rain, snow,
fire, water, sun, spring, hill; human body and relations, such as head, foot, hand,
face, father, sister, daughter; names of plants and animals, such as oak, pine, grass,
tree, horse, cow, sheep, cat, dog, chicken; action, size, color, state, such as come,
go, eat, good, old, hot, heavy, white; numerals, prepositions, conjunctions, such as
one, ten, I, you, in, out, but, still, as.
(2) Stability. Basic words have been in use for centuries. As they denote the most
common things necessary to life, they are likely to remain unchanged both in form
and meaning, such as man, fire, water, mountain.
(3) Productivity. Basic words are mostly root words or monosyllabic words. Each
can be used alone, and at the same time can form a great number of derivatives and
compounds with other roots and affixes, such as footage, football, footpath.
(4) Polysemy. Basic words often possess more than one meaning because most
of them have undergone semantic changes in the course of use. The verb take has
more than 20 meanings in Webster's Third New International Dictionary.
(5) Collocability. Many basic words have entered quite a number of set expressions,
idiomatic usages, proverbial sayings and the like.Take “heart” for example: heart
and soul, after one’s heart, cry one's heart out and so on.
Not all the words of the basic word stock have these characteristics. Among these
features, “all national character” is the most important one that may differentiate

words of common use from all others.
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