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ection One

Fundamentals of Poetry

The Definition” of Poetry

Laovers

searching for an accurate® definition

of it for at least two thousand years,
The ideal definition would be short. It

would enable us to know a real poem

| ERERMNBEASZ . &

when we hear it,

and help us
understand the power and the long bife

of greal poetry. But the search for this
definition has not yielded® a single

description or formula to satisfy all

admirers of this various art.

W. H. Anden’s® description of |

poetry as “ memorable speeches”
applies to most poetry but also to
many things that are not poetry,

such as adventising jingles®. Matthew

¢ defintion X
@ accurate FHH, A
@ vield 7=

of poetry have been

e BT

REH2E®H? WRERE
HEBEIFTELHTHE. BHEM

P EXMYERER. BRXIE

X HBRARE —F BIER TRyt
18, L AT LA i ikt e, TR T /@

4 Ak, BB LB -4
B X AR FRETE .

B LA L
WX LR TR,

 EGERT R RS, s
i TR AT

L R—EXEBABE rdnd

@ W. H. Auden HEEFH - {k - BLE (1907 ~1973)  3F 20 {0 30 SR ETFA,

& advertising jingte 14401



Amnold® called poetry a “ eriticism™ of
life”, a
certainly lree of his own poetry and
discounts advertising jingles, but that is

characterization  that i

not a useful description of limericks® or
poems. William
Wordsworth® believed that poetry was

of  nonsense

the spontaneous®
a dramatic hut
and Robent Frost”

viewed il as that propery

powerful feelings,”
broad definition,
B of speech

2]

that is “untranslalable.
All these poets would agree,
however, that poetry is markedly
different from the peose of legal
contracts® | encyclopedias®,  or
newspapers. Poetry is more inlenselt
than other wrtings — more intense
with feelings, and more intense in its
concentration of meaning. Poetry is
the truc language of emotion. We

have all had the experience of joy,

overflow® of :

HRE, AR HERR T E LA
ERTAT WM B, 4%
S DA R R S ZL B R 1 AR
B LRETREME. AN
RZ, BBEWHARFRIES
“A AR RIER IR

GNP o N v
W, FRESE R AR
FEREBAAE. WRART
e, FEREN—FREEN,
BXEAEVEN. FREEER
HELE M. WA EB DU,
B B, T’“‘vﬁi{ﬂﬁiﬁﬁ‘]%‘"}?
FZ48Y, BEEITEES.
FH S, AR, th/UEJu
BRI, X—IERNEUT

O Matthew Arncld  PFiff( 1822 ~ 1888  JE[ iF A ROCIEH 1857 SFRE4SRAE

RE. e,
criticism  H{E
imerick  Tof p4Tidits

spontaneous
overflow EEH!
fobert Frost
property  ¥Ef

legal contract {EES
encyclopedia FFH 5
: Intense  JRAIAY

H AR

BEeHRaE G &L
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William Wordeworth  4E25fEM (1770 ~1850) , MTBEI 5 A S -

IIEATHE( 1874 -~ 1963) . R 20 L B R BH MR A.
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love, or sadness so great that no matter
how urgently™ we need to express it,
words fail us. The birth of a child, the
retum of a friend after long absence,
the death of a parent; these events can
leave us speechless. At such times we
might wish we were poets. For poetrv
succeeds where ordinary speech fails to
communicale those urgent and subtle®
feelings that are most essentially
human. That is why poetry is the most
enduring® form of literature.

By saying that poetry iz the
language of emotion, we do not mean
to suggest that poetry does not engage
our thoughts and ideas. Poetry may
praisc the theories of relativity® and
economics® as well as the colors of
the sunset. Like Hamlet® they may
pose¥ an abstract® question; “To be,
or not to be, that is the question.”
But if the writer does nol communicate
the emotion of discovering thought,
we are not likely Lo find poetry in that

writer ' s work.

a urgently  Ai0HR
@ sublle fHFY

@& enduring 5 A/ FHHY
@ the theory of relativity  fa%fi8
3 eConomics &R

]

T pose R
& abstract fHEH

. i, RIMNEHLA L RN
A ANRAF AR EREAE
XL M iR A AT, (T —
B sAA. FZBUANR
H L EERAET

AT, 7 2R BB B R
L XD R S A 5
FEAMEH DAL H 5 AR W AL B
2P F RN R, AL SRN
MR E AR A R M L A
BERR R E— A HE. R
MEE HERE BB AT, R
LI PR A T BE & BT -

& Hamlet RS8B4+ HTINZBRE &AL,



