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Preface

As carrier of a culture, Chinese language is the symbol of our traditional culture,
our way of thinking, value system and aesthetic judgment. The idea of establishing
a “harmonious world” requires dialogue among civilizations, and dialogues among
civilizations can not be departed from language as well as cultural communication.
The textbook Imagine Yunnan—Basic Chinese Language & Culture focuses on
learners experiencing unique ethnic customs and the charm of Chinese culture.

Bordered with Viet Nam, Laos and Myanmar, Yunnan shares a boundary line of
4,060 kilometers, neighboring on Southeast and South Asian countries as Thailand,
Cambodia, Bangladesh and India.

Great rivers Jinshajiang River—the upper reach of Yantze River, Lancang
River—the upper reach of Mekong River and Nu River—the upper reach of Salween
River constutite the unique view of three parallel rivers in Northwest Yunnan. This
area, covering 17,000 square kilometers with 6,000 meters largest distance in attitude,
reflects intensely major phrases in the evolution of earth and ecology as habitat of
species diversity and rare plants, extraordinary science and natural beauty as well
as brilliant ethnic cultures with gorgeous scenery. Considering the incomparable
resource value in the world, on June 2nd, 2003, UNESCO listed “Three Parallel
Rivers” in World Heritage.

Like animals and plants in nature, cultures make the world vigorous and
colorful. For its unique geographical and natural ecological feature, Yunnan enjoys
reputation as Kingdom of Plants, Kingdom of Animals. Yunnan is the homeland
of notoginseng, primitive’s rock paintings, legends of A’shima and famous 18
odds. Ranked first with its most ethnic groups, Yunnan is the most charming and
mysterious province in China. Bai, Hani, Nisu, Naxi, Yao, Jingpo, Buyi, Shui,
Dulong and other 16 ethnic groups live on this colorful land among which 15 are
unique in China. Strolling along here, you are unintentionally walking into a picture
of a flower sea and various ethnic customs. The ancient business route of tea and
horse trade extending from southern Yunnan to India and Nepal is spectacular and
breathtaking. The forefathers’ footprints and horseshoes branded on the ancient road
reflect Chinese people’s diligency and tenacity. The grave history also makes people
be absorbed in meditation. In northwest Yunnan Jade-Dragon Jokul and Haba Jokul
standing facing each other with Tiger-Jumping Gorge which is the deepest gorge in
the world in between constitute a projecting, magnificent and striking sight. Easy
and simple life, spacious and melodious Naxi music in the harmonious ancient town
of Lijiang make visitors forget to return. In southeast Yunnan Xishuangbanna is as
beautiful as a picture in which Dai people’s bamboo houses are hidden behind the
dancing fernleaf hedge bamboo, slender Dai girls are frolicking in Lancang River,



and graceful peacocks are flying in the forest. In the northeast Hani people are working
on their terrace fields for generations in the valley. At the beginning of spring, golden
rapes bloom around whole mountains in Luoping County of northeast... After learning
about Yunan, you will have a insight of China. The understanding of colorful culture
in Yunnan helps learners know long standing and profound Chinese culture, and this is
one of the reasons why Yunnan attracts tourists, scholars and students from Southeast
Asia, America, and Europe.

Writers of this textbook have been teaching Chinese and Chinese culture to
abroad students for a long time in college with rich experience in culture-language
communication. This book is composed with 8 major parts, the “goal of study” of
every chapter is divided into “goal of language” and “goal of culture”; then “guided-
learning” introduces background of this chapter; the text and its English translation go
before new words and expressions; idioms, commonly used expressions and language
and culture notes follow behind the new words; the “language points” and “sentence
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patterns” introduces basic grammar; then “substitution”, “word drills”, “complete
dialogues”, “sentence correction”, “oral communication” help learners practice. Lastly,
“culture link” and knowledge of language and culture reinforces study. The frame of
this textbook is unique, materials are elaborate, teaching procedures are given step by
step. To show the rich expression and unique charm of Chinese language and culture,
the book creates unique cultural atmosphere, beautiful language, delicate pictures and
a combination of language and culture.

The textbook Imagine Yunnan—Basic Chinese Language & Culture is assorted
and novel in design which embodies creative achievements in Chinese teaching
and shows writers’ hard work. With colorful ethnic customs and grand scenery as
its background, local ethnic culture of China is melted into the book. Because of its
popular language and interesting content, learners will be absorbed during their study.
They can experience ethnic culture and lives in Yunnan while improving their Chinese
language competence. They will enhance understanding of our ancient and young
country while exploring Chinese language and culture with strong interests.

Chief editor Liu Yanbo designs the whole frame of this book, she is also
responsible for checking drafts and proofreading. Vice editor Wang Cuigang,
Bian Yao and other editors include: Wang Xueyan, Huang Ying, Yang Siwei, Gao
yiqgiong, Zheng Jiajia, Li Yingji, Yin Ting. Chen Wenli, Sun Zongqin and Li Liyuan
are translators. Our rewards should go to Shen Puna and Song Liwen from Beijing
University Publishing House for their support! For our limited level and time, there
must be mistakes in this book. Sincere criticisms from our readers and learners are
welcome.

Wang Cuigang
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Imagine Yunnan—Basic Chinese Language & Culture takes an introduction
of unique ethnic customs in Yunnan as the main theme, demonstrating sumptuous
Chinese culture. With well-designed frame, delicate contents and drills, the whole
book expresses profound and not-well-known sides of Chinese culture through an

unique cultural atmosphere, beautiful words and delicate design.

(1) Teaching object: abroad students for short-term, reinforcing acquiring fast
competency in their Chinese

(2) Teaching period: 3-6 months

(3) Content and target: to stress daily communication, local Chinese culture and
Yunnan’s features. Help learners understand local Chinese culture during
study to enhance learner’s language competence in communication.

(4) Composing strategy: to acquire “literacy” by language; to realize

“competence” by aesthetic feeling.

(1) Choosing moderate degree materials, Emphasizing communication
The chosen materials which are directed, flexible and interesting
go with learner’s needs and avoid boring theoretical explanations. The
contents which arrange in spirals taking communication tasks as the
main theme focus on communicative practice. The book realizes the goal
practically to reinforce learners’ language competency by laying emphasis in
communication.
(2) Simple and concise texts with genuine language, close to real life and easy
to imitate.
All the language samples provided are standard sentences which are
genuine, close to life and east to imitate. Texts reflect national spirit within
Chinese culture, enhance learner’s ability to acquire and apply the language

as well as experience unique charm of ethnic cultures.



(3) Getting an easy access to more similar patterns by expanded drills
Drills combine closely with contents for learners to practice. Two-way
communication is emphasized: listening and speaking, reading and writing,
local flavor and exotic taste. To improve the two-way communication, practical
and suitable, language and parole, culture and customs are indispensable.
(4) Combination of language learning and practicing, knowledge and awareness
in Chinese
From interesting guided learning to the study of language and culture,
all texts are composed by dialogues with wholly emerging thinking pattern to
help learners improve their language as well as awareness in Chinese. Drills
and cultural links emphasize thinking and training of learning methods, so as

to let learners understand and digest what the have learned through games.

The book is composed by 8 major parts as follow:
(1) Study target

(2) Guided learning

(3) Text and translation

(4) New words and expressions

(5) Language points

(6) Sentence patterns

(7) Exercises

(8) Cultural link

Course design aims at communicative tasks and cultivating learner’s
awareness in Chinese. Auxiliary contents include phonetics, character, grammar as
well as cultural knowledge and language skills. Types of courses are listening and

speaking, reading and writing, audio-vision and appreciating.

Compiler
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' | EH:/T‘ Study Objectives

— _ I B= H#xr Language Objects
1. M4 To introduce
(D) NN To introduce other people
BREKRE (RMN/AR) AB—TF, EA&L
(2) BFEANY  To introduce oneself

=

2. MSf% To ask about climate
X LATHAT DY ZR?
X XWA&R (BR/BR/ R BAFE?
AR R I )R A ?
3. WM& To ask somebody’s experience
BT e R+5) A+ T B+ 2
Subject + JE+iffeeeee- X+ verb + object + Ng?
PR B — ok R 2
4. WRIZHVEL IR To ask how long it takes to do something
Rk (75D X XZ KR T ?

— . X4k B#r Cultural Objects
TREK)S A%, To have a basic understanding of Kunming’s climate.

SUR{HI

H1

' B 1% Learning Guide

RAMAYEER, sHnmRETH. AKEBHMXELES, LL7E,
WEnA&, RRHAANETAGERE, XE—FNFELET, HAKFE,
SEEA, RELWH “FW . W, F BEBRLEATF I WULE.

Kunming City is located in southwest China, central section of the Yungui
Highland. With its climate of temperate zone, it is not too hot in summer and
not too cold in winter, so that all the four seasons here are like spring. Because
of its nice climate, flowers’blossoming and trees’being green all the year round,
Kunming is named as “Spring City” or “Flower City”. Thus, sayings like “Flowers
Blossom Everywhere in the Spring City” come.




