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Unit 1

What to Look For

You’ve probably seen thousands of photographs of beautiful rooms in maga-
zines and thought “ I wish I could design interiors like that ” But looking at these
pictures didn’t really help you learn how to decorate rooms better.

Why not Because you didn’t know what to look for and why it was beauti-
ful. You couldn’t tell what the decorator had done to produce such a beautiful en-
vironment. Sure the magazine told you where the designer got the sofa the wall-
paper the rug the chairs the tables the lighting fixtures and the accessories.
Perhaps it told you the style of furniture — this is Louis XVI ... that is Federal ...
this is Art Deco.

These are all important technical details — but knowing them didn’t help you
become a skilled interior designer any more than knowing the names of the paints
and brushes used by Leonardo da Vinci would help you produce the Mona Lisa.

The missing ingredient in this process is
knowing what to look for when you see a suc-
cessful interior. Once you know what to look
for you will be able to learn how to achieve
similar results. And that’s the most important
thing we’re going to tell you.

From the very start we want you to
learn the three Basic Guidelines that will be-
come the foundation of every successful inte-
rior you ever create.

1. A successful room is functional.

2. A successful room expresses a mood.

3. A successful room exhibits a sense of harmony.

Once you understand the three guidelines you’ll start to look at successful
1
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rooms in a new way. You’ll not only like a room you’ll know why you like it.
You’ll know what makes it work. And once you know this you’ll be ready to
start designing rooms that have the same professional look. You will be an Interior

Designer

~

y

interior /1n'trorra/ n.

adj.
decorate /'dekarert/ vi.
fixture /'fikstfo/ n.
accessory /&k'sesor1/ n.
ingredient /n'gri:diont/ n.
guideline /'gardlamn/ n.
functional /'fapgkfanl/ adj.
mood /mu:d/ n.
harmony /'ha:moni/ n.
professional /pra'fefonl/ adj.

g
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thousands of
not ... any more than ...
from the very start
in a new way /
be ready to
=

_—
Technical Terms LI‘.
lighting fixtures

interior designer
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Notes

1.* I wish I could design interiors like that

”

nu

Subjunctive Mood

wish suggest demand order
insist propose
I wish she would be on my side.
I wish I could help him.

He insisted that all of us should be there on time by any means.

2. Sure the magazine told you where the designer got the sofa the wallpaper

the rug the chairs the tables the lighting fixtures and the accessories.

where
Please tell me where she is.
3. ... knowing them didn’t help you become a skilled interior designer any more
than knowing the names of the paints and brushes used by Leonardo da Vinci

would help you produce the Mona Lisa.

knowing them  knowing the names of the paints and brushes used by Leonar-

do da Vinci not ... any more than ...

He is not diligent any more than you.

This question is not any more difficult than that one.

4. Once you understand the three guidelines you’ll start to look at successful

rooms in a new way.

3
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Once

Once printed this dictionary will be very popular.

Once he arrives we can start.

. You’ll know what makes it work.

work

The sleeping pills worked.

@ Exercises

1. Answer the following questions after you have read the passage.

1 Will looking at good pictures help you learn how to decorate rooms better
Why or why not

Can a designer create a good room by knowing the lighting fixtures well
What should you do when you see a successful interior

What are the three basic guidelines of interior design

UL oBs W N

Do you want to be an interior designer What is the most important thing

you learn from this text

. Fill in each blank with a proper word beginning with the letter given.

A successful room is f . This is the most obvious
g of all. Tobe s a room must serve its intended func-
tions. What is the basic function of a living room Generally it is a place
f conversation. In fact another common function of a living room
is to provide an e for quiet reading. And the last function of the
living room is entertaining. A well-designed living room therefore should
p convenient table surfaces o which guests — and their

hosts — can place plates cups and glasses. All of this is obvious. Yet the

subtleties of providing for a functional environment are often
0 by amateur interior decorators. The starting point in all good
rooms therefore is to decide in a what functions the room is to
f
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3. Find proper words from the following box to describe the pictures below.

natural casual warm sophisticated
sleek modern mechanistic urban

rustic rugged traditional contemporary
country style adirondack style cool stark

casual /'k&zjual/ adj.
sophisticated /sa'fistikertid/ adj.
sleek /slitk/ adj.
mechanistic / meka'nistik/ adj.
rustic /'rastik/ adj.
rugged /'ragid/ adj.
stark /sta:k/ adj.
What words come to mind when you look at the city apartment shown here

R N O s W N

Now what words come to mind when you look at the country living room
here

O N O B W N -
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4. Translate the following sentences into English.

1 thousands of

2 wish

3 from the very start

4 be ready to

B not ... any more than ...

<«
N2 Background Reference

1. Louis XVI 1754-1793
King of France 1774-1792 . In 1789 he summoned the States-General
but he did not grant the reforms that were demanded and revolution fol-
lowed. Louis and his queen Marie Antoinette were executed in 1793.
Louis XVI style also called Neo Classic ~ Partly as a counter-movement to
the evolving Art Nouveau the style features straight lines turned and fluted
legs and relief carved generally symmetrical acanthus leaves floral swags

rope beadings and rosettes. Louis XVI style displays restrained elegance.

Louis XVI style Neo Classic

2. Federal
Relating to or characteristic of a style of architecture furniture and decoration

produced in the United States especially in the late 18th and early 19th centuries

6" English for Arts



and characterized by adaptations of classical forms combined with typically

American motifs.

Federal Style
3. Art Deco
A decorative and architectural style of the period 1925-1940 characterized by
geometric designs bold colors and the use of plastic and glass.

Art Deco Style

Suppkm entary Reading

Ten Factors That Improve the Design of Your Living Room

1. Make sure the main activities can be carried out comfortably. The room

7
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should be organized so that you can do all the activities comfortably. Planning
the main elements such as the location of the TV and the traffic flow will

help to achieve it.

. Reduce the dominance of the television. Move your television out of the

living room if possible. Once it is switched on it can demand your attention

and halt the conversation.

. Move other activities to different rooms. When too many activities take

place in the living room move some of them to another room.

. Arrange the traffic flow efficiently. People should be able to sit and relax

without others pushing past them to get to the phone or the kitchen. You can
achieve this by arranging the furniture so that people can walk behind the so-

fas without interrupting the conversation.

. Make sure there s a place for your guest s coffee cup. Is there a coffee ta-

ble or nest of tables close at hand so that guests can put a cup of coffee on

them

This town house living room dates back to the 1600s and has a stone ingle-
nook fireplace. Low lighting contributes to a cosy atmosphere and two sofas
opposite each other simply invite you to sit down. The family has exposed
the ceiling beams and also did away with a hall to make the room larger.
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Organize the storage for television hi-fi books videos and CDs. Ade-
quate storage whether on open shelves or behind closed cupboard doors is
essential.

Have different parts of the room for competing activities. Create different
areas in the room and make sure they are far enough away to reduce the dis-
traction from each other.

Make sure the room is big enough. If your room is small consider knoc-
king two rooms into one. Or swap rooms about so that your living room is
the biggest room in the house.

Relieve the eye by adding pictures and mirrors. Mirrors greatly add to the
light in a room and the view they reflect gives us something new to look at.
Pictures and wall hangings make a room feel more lived in and less stark.
Make sure that the colors in your pictures harmonize with your color scheme.
Put newspapers and magazines in a magazine rack. Or hide them under

the sofa cushions. This is a good place to keep them.

~

y

>

comfortably /'kamfatobl/ adv.

element /'eltmont/ n.

dominance /'dpminans/ n.
efficiently /1'fifontll/ adv.
adequate /'edikwit/ adj.

storage /'storidz/ n.
distraction /dis'trekfon/ n.

swap /swop/ v.
rack /rek/ n.
inglenook /'mpg o Inuvk/ n.

cosy /'kouzl/ adj.

atmosphere /'&tmasfra/ n.
beam /bi:m/ n.
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traffic flow
nest of table

color scheme

@ Exercise

Decide whether each of the following sentences is true or false according to

the passage.

1 The room should be organized so that all the activities can be carried out com-
fortably.

2 Cancel some of them when too many activities take place in the living room.

3 There should be a place for guests to put their coffee cups.

If your living room is not big enough make your furniture smaller in size.

5 It’s a good way to keep newspapers and magazines under the sofa cushions.
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