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Basic Knowledge on Chinese Phonetics

IEHS RS 4M | (Syllabic Structure of Chinese Pinyin)

/N =2

MNIEHENETASAESNPEGAAES, SRARFTENED. &b,
HEXTHHEK BENBRSES, 2, BESLFTON, NTE:
Dominated by the tone, the syllable of Chinese Pinyin can be divided into two

parts: the initial consonant and the final vowel. The final vowel can be further devided
into head, middle and tail of the vowel. Of them, the middle vowel is absolutely

necessary.See as follows:

B (. . = I
& L it B
w| W FE e i e

(i RE214) . - : 1

i, u, QO a, o, e i, u, Ul|=i, =u, =n, =ng

oA W L
| e 5k Wl R R

* u ) =5

Z a i iy

iR n i =

SiERET - | (Chinese Tone)

SUERIEAERE, MTHE:

Chinese Pinyin has four tones shown as follows

—5= - == 7=
(43) (FF) (B) ()
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1. 35 [Light Tone]

NWELZBEBTETHE—ENFIA, EREWRESAH, —EEVESEKE
FEEHER, ER— 1 XEXERNRF, IMEFNNFRARESERF. BEMSE
LZEZA—1TFEASKAZIE, NTE:

Each syllable of Chinese Putonghua has a definite tone, but in words or sentences,
some syllables often lose their original tones, and are read as short and soft ones, this
kind of special tones is called Light Tone. The actual pronunciation of Light Tone is
affected by the tone of previous character. See as follows:

AR 11l 1]
K2 xiGxi (take a break)
AR y 1 fu (clothes)
RF zhuozi (table, desk)
— LEy
~ %F haizi (child)
/ F 4 xuésheng (student)
172 x i ngli (luggage)
e LEy
/ = x i huan (like)
. / 983H jiéjie (elder sister)
\/ FF y 1z (chair)
= LEy
\ A% yueéeliang (moon)
\ 7 difang (place)
\ =& shiqing (thing)
Y L]




2. =& [Tonal Modification of the Third Tone]

TEERP, ZSEFER—BTFANEN, SLETH, ENFTIAESR,
HA—1METAZE, BE—1ETA—F. ZFalER, si—M=FaTEE
AERFBEAWRBS, BA-MREEE, H—1TETAZE, E—1TETHA
ZERM, I EFETERERRA, EFENTFIE. NTFE:

In speech flow, being affected by the tone of the following syllable, the Third
Tone will change correspondingly. In disyllabic word, when the previous syllable is in
the third tone, and following one in the first, the second or the fourth tone, then the third
tone of the previous syllable will lose its rising part in the end and become a falling
tone; when both the previous and the following syllables are in the third tone, the first
will lose its original tone and be pronounced similar to the second tone as shown below:

A AR il 1]

¥Rz hdoch 1 (tasty)
K& youq i ng (friendship)
#L3% | T mao (courtesy)

=t/ | R
/P47 /P

e A= 1% xidngfd (idea)

3. =" ML
[Tonal Modification of the Pronunciation of “—" ]

=T AEAMAET, ARBKREN, EREy 1. E—MRiER, £—F.

“ENZEETR, TANEyI, " ENEFETE, TAZEFyI . ZEIEN
&, — EF#uAR, RR E-" BHE, ELE-F. —EMZFEET
Al nEfEREEYy 1. TR

As an independent syllable at the end of a word, “—" is promounced in its original
first tone y 1 . While in a word, in case “—" appears before the first-, the second- and the
third-tone syllable, it will be pronounced as the fourth tone y i ; in case “— is before

the fourth-tone syllable, its tone will be modified into the second tone y i . It shall be
noted that when “— is used as the part of the ordinal number as in “88—", even if it’s
followed by the first-, the second-, and the third-tone syllable, it will still be pronounced
as the original tone y T . Please refer to the following table for more examples:

A AR 1A 1] ]

—4 yishéng (all one’s life)
yi+—p/ZfF/=/F| —H yizhi (all along)

—i#2 yiqi (together)

= (y1) 7 +—
R/
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“—(y1) 7+ . —H yizdai (again and again)
jH ARE —Z% y i d1ng (definitely)
v —¥E yTban (class one)
y —&= y1céng (the first floor)

4. "7 HZA
[Tonal Modification of the Pronunciation of “A" ]

A BN AERARESIZREEAbU, E—TNETRBASE—EN
wWiER, ‘I E—F. ZEMZFEETE, MENFEbu; ANEELHE, LA
“®bu., WMTE:

An independent “A” or a “A” at the end of a word or a sentence shall be
pronounced in its original tone of b U. In a disyllabic word or when combining with
other words, it shall be pronounced in the fourth tone b U when it’s before the first-,
the second-, or the third-tone syllable; while being followed by a fourth-tone syllable,
it shall be pronounced in the second tone b U. Please refer to the table below for more

examples:
A K3l {5l i)
“m (bu) ” + N _/Fﬂﬁ buchi (not eat)

bu+—//=//=/F| AWM burd (benotso good as)
A%F bu hdo (not good)

“AN(bud 7+ ) N % bu qu (notgo)
Y= b G AZ buléi (nottired)

e

TEEEORAETER |

(Table of Combination of Initials and Finals in Putonghua:1)

i) la, o, effkimiht —i
A a o e ai ei ao | ou | an | en |ang|eng |ong

b | ba | bo bai| bei |bao ban | ben |bang|beng

p pa | po pai| pei  pao| pou |pan| pen [pang|peng

m |ma | mo | me |mai| mei /mao mou man| men |mang | meng

f fa fo fei fou | fan | fen |fang|feng

d | da de | dai| dei |dao| dou dan| den |dang|deng|dong

t ta te | tai | tei |[tao | tou | tan tang|teng |tong

-4-



DUEEAIES FIR

n | na ne | nai| nei [nao| nou |nan| nen |nang|neng nong

| la le | lai | lei |lao | lou | lan lang|leng |long

g | ga ge | gai|l gei ([gao| gou|gan| gen|gang| geng|gong

k | ka ke | kai | kei |kao| kou | kan | ken kang keng |kong

h | ha he | hai| hei hao| hou |[han| hen |hang |heng|hong

J

q

X

z za ze | zdi | zei |zao| zou |zan | zen |zang|zeng|zong| zi
C ca ce | cai| cei |cao| cou |can| cen |cang|ceng|cong| i
s sa se | sai sao | sou | san | sen sang|seng|song| Si
zh | zha zhe |zhai| zhei |zhao| zhou |zh an| zhen |hang |zheng |Zhong | zhi
ch | cha che |chai chao| chou|chan| chen |hang |cheng |dhong| chi
sh | sha she |shai shao| shou |shan| shen |hang [sheng shi
r re rao| rou | ran | ren |rang|rengrong| ri

TEEFPESETIR2

(Table of Combination of Initials and Finals in Putonghua:2)

) LTSk i) B LA GIT K B
i i ia ie |iao ;:)ul; ian | in |iang|ing |iong| U e |Gan| Un
b bi bie |biao bian| bin bing

p pi pie |piao pian| pin ping

m mi mie |miao mian| min ming

f

d di | dia | die |diao| diu |dian ding

t ti tie [tido tian ting

n ni nie |niao| niu [pian| nin |nang | ning nd |nue

I li lia | lie [liao| liu |lian| lin [liang|ling G | lGe

9

k

h

j ji | jia | jie [jiao| jiu |jian| jin |jjang|jing |jiong| ju | jue |juan| jun
q gi | gia | gie |giao| qiu [gian| gin |gang|qing |giong| qu | que |quan| qun




