Understanding American Idioms
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absent minded

forgetful or careless > ANTEHR

across the board

related to different situations J7 J5 [ I ; 4%
Iy i

add fuel to the fire

to increase the tension of a problem situ-
ation ‘K [ 5Ei

ahead of the curve

predicting progress of something happen-
ing in the future g W2 BH ; 40 s — A&

air one’s dirty laun-

dry

to communicate something distressing in

public that should be kept private or secret

PN N

(put) all eggs in one

basket

to rely on only one plan IR —#

(be) all fired up

to be excited and motivated ¥ 1% ¥ ¥ ; <}

=1
7]

all hell broke loose

to have significant conflict and confusion

resulting from something 3% M — A IR L

all joking aside

to be serious, sober or businesslike Ft4 9

B LIE &)

(be) all shook up

to be upset, nervous, afraid or concerned

KRR R L

all the marbles

the top prize k¥ ; K%
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1 to communicate something distressing in public that should be kept
private or secret (4 words)

5 the top prize (3 words)

6 to rely on only one plan (5 words)

8 to be excited and motivated (3 words)

9 related to different situations (3 words)

10 forgetful or careless (2 words)

Y=
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1 to increase the tension of a problem situation (5 words)

2 to have significant conflict and confusion resulting from something
(4 words)

3 predicting progress of something happening in the future (4 words)

4 to be serious, sober or businesslike (3 words)

7 to be upset, nervous, afraid or concerned (3 words)

MNTRPEFREFRZZE: absent-minded, across-the-board,
add-fuel-to-the-fire, ahead-of-the-curve, air-one’s-dirty-laundry,
all-eggs-in-one-basket, all-fired-up, all-hell-broke-loose.

all-joking-aside, all-shook-up, all-the-marbles
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1 Investing his lifetime savings into the business startup, George put
. (5 words)

4 When he discovered the bus accident occurred on the street, James
was . (3 words)

5 The party at the office became uncomfortable when the supervisor
began to in public. (4 words)

6 When the opposing team won the soccer game, in the

stadium. (4 words)
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7 The increase in the monetary exchange rate affected companies
in China. (3 words)
8 The workers were about the pay increase and their future
at the company. (3 words)
9 Concerned about their money, John told Mary that, s
that he was serious about changing jobs. (3 words)
10 Susan designed the award winning experiment and won the top

prize of $10,000; she took home . (3 words)

Wi

2 When John argued that he didn’t believe in punishing the children
and he didn’t support his wife, he realized that he would
(5 words)

3 Susan was when it came to understanding how globaliza-
tion would change China. (4 words)

6 My mother is very and often forgets where she leaves her

money. (2 words)

MNTRBPIEFEHEZZR: absent-minded. across-the-board,
add-fuel-to-the-fire, ahead-of-the-curve, air-their-dirty-laundry,
all-eggs-in-one-basket, all-fired-up,all-hell-broke-loose,
all-joking-aside, all-shook-up, all-the-marbles
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-hell-broke-loose

-shook-up

-the-marbles
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absent-minded

across-the-board

add-fuel-to-the-fire

a

ahead-of-the-curve

a

air-one’s-dirty-laundry

all-eggs-in-one-basket
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(be) all thumbs

to have difficulty fixing things or working
with one’s hands; to be clumsy 432 i

(cost) an arm and a

to cost a large amount of money #E& % R~

leg 9E s M = B
(have) an axe to | to argue about a disagreement &% 4 %t ;
grind EXER 1Y

an eye for an eye

to seek equal revenge or retaliation DLHRif R

apple of one’s eye

one’s favorite thing or person 2% | ZE

(be) busy as a beaver

to be very busy 5 # T f%

ask for the moon

to request for more than needed or to make
an unreasonable demand & K& ;48 2 &
A

(have) bad blood

to have a poor relationship ¥ [7] B % ; 11 it
AH

(a) bang for one’s

buck

to result in high value for an amount of

money — A J3 F ; ¥ #8 Ir {EL

beat a dead horse

to continue to ask when nothing will result

W TR e I DS IR

beat around the bush

to speak indirectly or ambiguously #3725 #

s 55wl

beat the pants off

to win by a large margin ] 15 EKF H ;3K
(LYNi
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2 to speak indirectly or ambiguously (4 words)

5 to continue to ask when nothing will result (3 words)

8 to request for more than needed or to make an unreasonable de-
mand (4 words)

9 to be very busy (5 words)

10 to have a poor relationship (2 words)

11 to have difficulty fixing things or working with one’s hands; to be

clumsy (2 words)



