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Chapter One
SetlP P

The Classic Age: Greek and Roman Cultures

I. Greek Culture

1. Background

Whenever we talk about ancient Greece, we cannot fail to mention the Trojan
['troudzon] War. The Trojan War lasted ten years, beginning in 1194 BC and ending
in 1184 BC. Many stories have been told about this war. However, Homer’s vivid
account in the liad ['liod] ( {DPFIEAF) ) is the most famous.

In the 5th century BC Greece entered a more glorious period in which the Greek
people drove away their enemy, the Persian ['ps:fon] invaders and the city-state of
Athens ['&0inz] established a democracy in which, however, only adult male Greek
citizens had power and rights. Athens developed its economy through slavery.

During this period, science, philosophy, literature, history writing and the arts
developed quickly. However, after the victory over the Persians, a civil war broke
out between Athens and Sparta ['spa:to] towards the end of the century.

In the second half of the 4th century BC, one of the Greek states called Macedon
['meesidon] became more and more powerful under the leadership of Alexander the
Great who unified Greece just as Qinshihuang ( the first emperor of the Qin Dynasty )
unified China. Macedon covered large territories including parts of Europe, Asia

and Africa.
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History is always such that a fall comes after a rise. No country can avoid such a

fate. In 146 BC Greece was conquered by the Romans.

2. Literature

1) Greek mythology

Greek mythology was a brilliant achievement of ancient Greek literature, a
rich literary legacy left to the world. It displayed the rich imagination of people
who tried to express their wishes to learn about the world and dominate nature.
They regarded mythology as a daily cultural necessity and as a means of recording
history. Myths were used to explain nature, culture, enmity, friendship and a
myriad of experiences and emotions.

It also displayed the early laws and system in Greek society. A hierarchy within
the social structure ranked Zeus as the highest god, placing the different gods in
lower positions according to their own work. Each god had his or her place in
genealogy and chain of command, each with his or her different interest, expertise
and personality. Gods in Greek mythology denoted people’s consciousness of
division of work that was closely associated with various aspects of life. For
example, the goddess Aphrodite was in charge of love and beauty; the god Ares
was in charge of war; the god Hades was in charge of the dead, and the goddess
Athena was in charge of wisdom and courage.

Greek mythology contained many love stories, but they often involved incest
between mother and son or brother and sister. Some stories described a male god’s
seduction or rape of a mortal woman in different ways, trying to prove masculine
power, and these instances were framed as producing children who later became
heroes.

There were also stories of punishment for disobedience. For example,
Prometheus [prou'mi:0juis] stole fire from Olympus but was punished by Zeus. Zeus
chained Prometheus to a rock where an eagle fed each day on his liver which grew

again each night.
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