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Author’s preface

As a learner of English, you know that building up your stock of words is your
biggest task. You probably already have a dictionary to help you do this. So why
a new one?

Most dictionaries are ‘checking’ books: you come across a word, for ex-
ample when you are reading a book or listening to someone speaking, and you
go to the dictionary to check its meaning. its pronunciation or its use.

This dictionary is different: it is a ‘discovering” book. It is designed to help
you to expand your vocabulary in the directions you want — giving you the
words you need, to say the things you want to say.

If you glance through the book you will quickly see that it is different from
most other dictionaries in two important ways:
® instead of listing words in alphabetical order, it groups them according to

their similarities and differences of meaning and use ;
® instead of giving you the word first and then its meaning, it gives you the
meaning first and then the word (or words) that you are looking for.

This explains the name, Wordfinder.

Working with students studying English, in Kenya and Tanzania and later in
Britain, helped me to see the value of a dictionary of this sort. I am grateful to
all my students, as well as to others who have contributed more directly to the
creation of this book:

In Edinburgh, Sandra Anderson, Mark Backer-Holst, David Caulton, Pen-
ny Hands, David Hill, Michael Meyler and Ingrid Yngstrom were principal
contributors. I also want to thank Sheena Davies, Thora Nicholson, Luan
Porter, and Elizabeth White; and, for their interest, their tolerance and their
support in many different ways, all my colleagues at the Institute for Applied
Language Studies in the University of Edinburgh.

In Oxford, Moira Runcie, for her faith in the project, and Sally Wehmeier,
Judith Willis and, especially, Margaret Deuter, for their wonderful editorial
skills and (apparently) inexhaustible reserves of patience and encouragement,
are due abundant thanks.

And to my wife, Jocelyn Nceckei, who has lived with this book from the

first idea to the final proof-reading, much more than thanks.

Hugh Trappes-Lomax
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Terms, symbols and short forms

RIEFSHEEER

AmE

American English

S5 M3 i

BrE

British English
e [ B i

formal

used in more formal contexts, such as writing a report or
speaking at a conference

FOR T HAGE A B R SCHL, G 4R s e ke B E

informal

used in informal contexts, such as a conversation with
family or friends

FR T AR E M B F SCH L a5 ZN S ARG I

noun , verb
adjective , adverb

the part that a word plays in its sentence (Note: these
labels are not used in all cases, but only when they are
needed for clarity.)

R FeA~ B AR e A 1 op IR A PR T QU X AR FUR R T T
7 B0 o T LR FH 7 5 2 T 1) £ 1 D

an uncountable noun

U FR R T H

C/U a noun that is often countable but can also be uncountable
FoR FEA~ 24 1) 30 H 2 AT B A T DU R BB

u/C a noun that is often uncountable but can also be countable
IR A4 138 2 AN T B AR A AT DU T B

sincualr a noun that is used only in the singular

SHs FREA#17 FUH T

plural a noun that is used only in the plural

p FR A4 17 5L T S

with singular or
plural verb

a singular noun (for example family, government)
which can have a plural verb if you are thinking of the
actions, feelings, etc of the individual members of the group
FIR T B4 ) T LA 2 Al i) W 2R R R A
AR BLRIAT g I 4

only before a noun

an adjective which comes before a noun, not after a verb
like is or seems
FRBEAE AU T 200 AT s 80 seems 4535

not before a noun

an adjective which comes after a verb like is or seems,
not before a noun

FREANIE AT 2, i H T is 3¢ seems %305

usually passive

a verb that is more common in the passive than the active form

FR B DA R WL T 88 B

an irregular verb (see table on p 823)

FR AT 1] (2 ILHS 823 TUR LI 81 42)

a short form of a word

bl lati . . =
aopreviation A 4 T R
op posite a Wf)rd/\WhiEhHiiopl/)\OSitE Lr:EErlneaning to another word
FIRFEA AT 5 55 —A> B B A R
sb somebody

EUN
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sth something

2y
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Using the dictionary 77 #{& B 77 i%

1 With Wordfinder, you can
W (B RATIL
@ look for a particular word that you want

A AR AR Y B 2R

® collect words that are related to a particular topic area

W 4 55— S TR AR 3 R 5 Y 297

@ cxpand your vocabulary by looking freely through topic areas

W A A AR R S

Looking for a word Z # 2 17

You know the word ‘letter’, but you

don’t know the word for the way that
you write your name at the end of a
letter. You look at letter and you
find.:

RS letter(fF ) 3 A4~ 3, {H R AR %
BERREFRHNE RS LA FHIRA R

- your name, written by hand in a special
way so that nobody else can copy it %44 .
signature

- to put your signature on sth % 4 ; % 5.
sign (sth)

W, REAR letter. SR

You want to know the opposite of
‘sweet’, You look at sweet and you
find.:

PRALHNTE sweet CHIP) 19 S L], 2 4%
sweet, fi £ & .

- having a sharp taste like that of a lemon
Ry . sour & These apples are rather sour.
X LA MR

- having a sharp unpleasant taste ¥ . bit-
ter ¢ bitter coffee TN

You know that ‘promise’ means to

say that you will do something that
somebody wants. If you do not do
what you promise to do, what is the
expression for this? You look at
promise and you find:

PRFNE promise(VF i) 119 3R B IR 25 2%
ORI . RS BRIV o
AT IR IZ AT R 357 A 4R promise,

- If you do not do what you promised to do,
you break” a promise. go" back on your
word , the promise is broken & % .% 4y,
Wi m . I can’t believe he went back on
his word ! HEMFEMERE T © bro-
ken prmises Bk T M

LIRSy S

Collecting words about a topic I — =B 27

You are preparing to give a short talk
about holidays. You need to think
about the different kinds of holiday
that people choose, how they travel,
and where they stay. You look up
holiday and you find:

PR IEAE AE A 2 R — R B . IR
IR B NATTIEHE 1Y 25 FhOAS TR B B L AT
Wi AT Oy 30 LA B G2 B b AL IR 25 A R

holiday

1 time when people do not work A~ T4 fit i
[i5]

2 special days and times which are holidays ##
R AR H A

3 going away on holiday #hH: B %

see also 7 i, TRAVEL

holiday. s & % B .




Xl

From this, you choose *going away
on holiday’, and you find.
MIX AN HdE R, AR % #F going away on
holiday, w4 & .

Now you want to think about the dif-
ferent ways of travelling. You follow
up the suggestion at the beginning of
holiday. °see also TRAVEL’, and
you find:

PUAE AR B 2% 8 2 & FhOK 8] Y ik 47 75 5
PR 87 holiday JF 3k #Y 78 4% £ 1X “ see
also % W, TRAVEL”, &k M .

- a special holiday where you pay for your
travel, hotel and some or all of your
meals before you leave 3 1/ jife 7, A2 75 Jik
li7 ,—# F ik li7 . package holiday

- a holiday on a large ship # i i , 7 i i
ii7 . cruise ¢ to go on a round-the-world
cruise Fefif JA i A

- a holiday in Africa, looking at wild ani-
mals AR P9 W F BT 84 14 Jikk 17 , li# 7% - safa-
ri o to go on safari F:iEsE

- a journey when you visit a place and re-

turn(H§ 15 3& F 5 — ) i 17, th 17 trip o

a trip to the seaside MG 24T

to travel around on holiday carrying your

luggage in a bag on your back ¥ % % 1 i

L e dT . L E 4k kAT . go” backpacking o

They went backpacking round Europe

last summer. 25455 KA1 %5 75 676 BRI

A TE LIRS .

- to go on a holiday with a tent 15 % ¥ , &%
FEK.go camping

- a holiday that you spend doing sports or
other outdoor activities &K i 47 ; F* 41 Ui 3
i . adventure/activity holiday

- a holiday that you spend walking or cyc-
ling 9 2 ik 47 B B B AT 4 ik AT B R
walking/cycling holiday

- a holiday that you spend travelling round

a place. for example in a car or a bus g7
B L il i 2 1% . touring holiday

- a holiday when you do some work T.ff &
f& . working holiday

travel

1 travelling k%7

2 means of transport 33§ T H

3 tickets. passports. money. etc ZZ  j
MR 52T A

4 starting a journey, moving and arriving
A 3 Rk

luggage and packing f7Z=fifu % 0 BAG

accidents and crashes i fsA % » ACCI-

DENT

travelling in space k25jkf7 0 SPACE?

see also 55 i. HOLIDAY. HOTEL. CAMP




You look at section 2 to check that
you know all the words for means of
transport, and how to use them. (Do
we say ‘with the train’,
train’, or ‘by train’?)

FEI A5 2 W, 4R B e Ag i T R
ful i FH 22 3l T A o, O B
with the train, on the train, & & by
train?)

‘on the

Xl

2

means of transport =5 T B

using a car, bus, lorry, etc to travel &
%Jg47. by road, car, bus, etc. on the
bus/coach

to go somewhere in a car % %, JF 7 (4t
Hi) . drive” ; a journey in a car or other
vehicle % %4 jikk 47 . drive ¢ We’ re driving
up to Scotland this summer A4 H KA
PN

to travel by getting free rides in other
people’s cars, lorries, etc #%f#i 4. hitch-
hike, (informal) hitch; a person who
does this # {# 4 (19 jik 17 #% . hitch-hiker ¢
We hitched down to Devon. 3% {145 % 3|
W, o I picked up two hitch-hikers on
the way home from Bath . M8 [0 5 1 §%
AT PN EE A

using a bicycle or motorcycle % [ 17 4, %
EEFE % . by bike, by motorcycle, ctc

to travel on a motorcycle ¥ (JEE 4% %) .
ride” (sth)

to travel on a bicycle B ([ 17 %) . ride”
(sth). cycle ¢ to ride along cycle tracks
in the New Forest {53 B M”09 A 17 4 3%
LW 4 o I usually cycle to work %l #
B2 LR,

using a train or trains 7 k % . by train, on
the train, by rail

(used about long journeys)by road or rail
i K 3% ik 47) 38 it B #% . overland ¢ We
travelled overland to Delhi and then flew
on to Singapore AL ki i 2 fHH R K
AHOm .

using an aeroplane 3 ¥ #L. by air, by
plane

to travel somewhere by plane & K #l; &
17.fly" ; a journey by plane (3 KHLAY) il
7. it . flight

using a boat 4 i} : by sea, by boat

to travel somewhere in a boat 17 . sail; a
long journey by sea (iff_b)fiifT voyage
to travel by boat, visiting a number of
places, as a holiday i 7, i fii . cruise;
noun ; Cruise ¢ to go cruising in the Med-
iterranean {E M i 1 © a river cruise
AT

without using a vehicle ££ 4,217 . on foot
to go somewhere on foot #47,iE % . walk




Now you need to think about types of
accommodation. In the box at the
beginning of keyword travel you saw
the cross-references to hotel and
camp. Look up hotel to find the dif-
ferent types of hotel.

AR T 25 8B 5 M E . 78 &
jil travel JF ¥ 09 SRAE B L RE BTG £
2 # hotel il camp Y & UL Wi, #&
hotel, i 25 % B4 Bl AS [ (19 il 17

Now look at camp and make sure
that you know the words there:
WAEEF camp, B L R 1 K 5L T (1 5
il .

XIV

- a place where you stay when you are trav-
elling or on holiday % 15 , ji 11 . hotel ¢ a
first-class hotel —J %M & We stayed in a
small country hotel TAVHEHE—F /MK % 7]
I o

- a hotel where you can park your car near
your room % 4 jik 18 . motel

— - a small hotel sometimes in a private house

LN E - guest house

- a private house where you can spend the
night and have breakfast in the morning
CHE A 75 AR ) R BE AR . FA A B %K . bed
and breakfast (abbreviation B&B)

- a place (like a cheap hotel) where people
can stay when they are living away from
home g 41 4t A 42 41 (% Big ) 1 & , 48 15 i
hostel ¢ a youth hostel (= a hostel for
people who are walking, cycling, etc in

the countryside) i 4F #4 14 fir

- to put up a tent and sleep in it L& .8 .
camp (out) o We cam ped in a field by a
stream TATTE/NFE DWW B B g H, o We
decided to camp out for the night FeA]dk
EREENR.

- sleeping or spending a holiday in tent
¥ . camping (noun U) o They went
on a cam ping holiday ABA1HAT T — KB &

— K.

- to spend a holiday living in a tent %% %,
% ¥ . go' camping ¢ We’re going
camping in the South of France this
summer A4 E IR IRAT K 1k [ B A
1.

- a special place where people camp # i .
campsite (AmE campground)

- a person who camps % & #., W & &.
camper




XV

Looking freely through topic areas @ 3Bt EH H HE S

To help you talk about the weather,
you look up weather, and you find
these cross-references:
BRI RS, IR B AR weather, 5 & %
PR L H LI

You follow up the cross-reference to
SNOW. You read the section on
‘enjoying the snow’ and you find;
&% A & SNOW {1y 7 WL, 7 enjoying
the snow X —/N RE& K .

To find out more about skiing, and to
see a picture., you look at the entry
for ski.
EHREZW T MES. O AEEE IR
Fo AR ski XAMAKHRIT T,

see also 7 . RAIN. SNOW, STORM,
WIND

- to move over snow on long, flat, narrow
pieces of wood, metal or plastic (skis)
that are fastened to boots # %5 . sKi; a per-
son who skis # % # . skier

- a type of flat board, often with metal
strips underneath, that people use for
travelling downhill on snow for fun FHi%.
sledge; wverh . sledge o Let’s go sledg-
ing ! MM A TR

- a lump of snow that is pressed into the
shape of a ball and used by children for
playing & 5k . snowball ¢ a snowball fight
FTEERAL

- the figure of a person made out of snow,
usually by children & A . snowman ( plu-
ral snowmen)
> more on skiing X “WEMHELHEE O

SKI

2 Finding your way in Wordfinder ZE(B&#8) s — a7

Keywords =i

Words are grouped together under
keywords, which are arranged
alphabetically the book. Some
keywords just direct you to another
keyword. If you look up able, you
will find.

A 1) i L S ) S 4 o B HE B Y L
AR M 2B AE i 2, B g e AL
AR 51w o) — A F i, R AR
able. st & & # .

in

able
- able to be done fgfEfik b POSSIBLE®
- having skill HF4# 0 SKILL




Most keywords have an index which
shows you how the words are organ-
ized. If you look up television. you
will find;

KEBF A RG] & IR X 28 5 ) J2
WA, AR AR A 4R television, g
SR

To help you find your way, some
keywords have smaller sections with
their own headings. Under tele-
vision and radio programmes, you
will find four headings.

ST B URAE HR BT R, R L o i) A Sy
BE/NMYT B A AC MRS, TE tele-
vision and radio programmes /N,
R4 B BLIYA bR L

If you want to go on to learn some
words that are more difficult, you
will find a section in some keywords
called MORE. If you look up blood,
you will find this group of words:
TSR AR B — 2P 2 o) — BB Y ] AR 7R
Hest gz BOS kB — A b o fE
MORE, k%% blood, i 4 % Bl i
— 4 ]

XVI

television/radio

1 watching television 7 Hi %

2 listening to the radio Wy ¥ #L

3 controlling a television or radio #4 H ¥
B HIL

4 television and radio programmes Hi % il
T #EHE

5 broadcasting #& i

M news and weather 37/ 1 K

® information and talk {Z & i35
W stories and plays i 55 F1xk i

® games Jif %k L 3§

= MORE... T £ {5 &

- easily upset by the sight of blood % IfiL 9 ;
Y % 5 1 . squeamish o I couldn’t be a
nurse. I’m far too squeamish I 5K T 4P
T RKREGHEMT .

- full of violence and blood 7t i# £ 1 4 . gory
o a gory film — 52 I %

- involving bloody injuries aJ {1 i , 2 A &
1SR 1Y . gruesome o The battlefield was a
gruesome sight \& 3 115 74 N B K.

Words that are related in meaning & ¥ 8 % £ 17

Some words are grouped together
because they are related in meaning.
For example, if you look up plane,
you will find plane with aeroplane.
They are synonyms (=they mean the
same). You will also find aircraft.
This has a more general meaning
than plane and aeroplane.

Je B P A A — R R O BN R
SCEMISEHE, Bilhn, R4 4R plane, gt & &
¥ plane 5 aeroplane £ —i#, Tl
[/) SCiA] . MRiE£x &k B aircraft, 3M1d
plane FI aeroplane H. A5 ¥ il 55z &9 &
mH

o

- any vehicle that can fly in the air K47 %%,
iz o8, kL. aircraft (plural aircraft) o
a jet aircraft (=powered by a jet engine)
s L

- a vehicle with wings and one or more
engines that can fly through the air %#l.
plane, aeroplane (AmE airplane) ¢ to
travel by plane Fe KHLIRTT & a plane ticket
KHLE © a plane crash KHLAF © a super-
sonic plane (= a plane that can fly faster

than the speed of sound) i # KHL




