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Unit 1

Speech Suggests Pro-Business
Approach by Cuomo

ALBANY'"—Gov. Andrew M. Cuomo'?’ called for “a fundamental realignment” of
state government on Wednesday, saying New York needs to rethink the services it
provides and face up to its overspending problem before it is too late.

“We need radical reform, we need a new approach, we need a new perspective,”

]

said Mr. Cuomo, who was giving his first State of the State address®’. “And we need it

now. ”
The speech was emphatically pro-business and centrist, suggesting he is modeling
himself more after his former boss, President Bill Clinton, than his father, former Gov.

Mario M. Cuomo. "

”

The new governor mentioned the word “tax” or “taxes” 21 times, mostly to
denounce them and promise to lower them. “What made New York the Empire State was
not a large government complex,” he said. “It was a vibrant private sector that was
creating great jobs in the state of New York. "

The proposals laid out by Mr. Cuomo—including reducing the number of agencies,
authorities and departments by 20 percent and capping the annual growth of state

") —set up a clash with the more liberal Democrats

government to the rate of inflation
who control the State Assembly!”’.

In addition to freezing the salaries'® of most state workers, Mr. Cuomo would
reduce spending on Medicaid'®' and limit local property tax increases statewide.

“New York has no future as the tax capital of the nation''” ,” Mr. Cuomo, a
Democrat, said in his speech. “Our young people will not stay, businesses will not
come, this has to change. Put it simply, the people of this state simply cannot afford to
pay more taxes, period.”

The 47-minute speech also offered New Yorkers a different view of their new

governor: he was highly animated in his expressions of frustration over the state’s

1
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reputation and injected cornball humor, a PowerPoint slide show and even air quotes'""

into the formal setting.

One of his PowerPoint slides showed Mr. Cuomo in a captain’s uniform aboard a
battleship, taking incoming fire from special interests while smaller ships captained by
legislative leaders—Sheldon Silver, the Democratic Assembly speaker, and Dean G.
Skelos, a Republican who is the Senate majority leader''” | as naval officers—sailed
nearby.

B and

Mr. Cuomo has a passionate if at times nostalgic view of the state” s history'
he implored lawmakers to return New York to its previous glory, to an era when it was
not a symbol of shame and scandal, a period that, in his version of history, typically
ends on the day his father left office.

“We were the model for the nation,” Mr. Cuomo said. “This has been an
aberration, this recent past, the dysfunction of Albany, the gridlock of Albany, the

corruption of Albany. This is not the true story of the New York State Legislature'" ;

;
it’ s not who we are, it’ s not what we do, it’s not why we’re here.”

He continued, as the Legislature applauded enthusiastically, to invite them to
rehabilitate themselves. “The New York State Legislature is the best legislature,
historically, in the nation,” he said, adding, “That’ s who we can be again.”

The governor has much work ahead of him. Most of the proposals in his speech
expanded on plans laid out during his campaign, and, notably, he failed to provide
many details for how he will close the state’ s nearly S10 billion deficit. The emergency
finance reinvention plan he promised, too, was broadly drawn.

“I think it was effective for setting the stage and really trying to communicate that
these are serious issues, but there weren’t a lot of specifics about the financial impact of
the proposals he’ s making,” said Elizabeth Lynam, deputy research director at the
Citizens Budget Commission' "/

Edward F. Cox, the chairman of the state Republican Party, expressed concern that
Mr. Cuomo was adding new layers of bureaucracy, and criticized the governor’s plan to
set up regional economic development councils that would help develop and bring
forward local leaders’ ideas for economic development, and help state agencies
administer aid.

“Ten regional councils, they all compete for goodies,” Mr. Cox said. “Where’s

the decision made? In Albany. We don’t need more government programs. ”

In many ways, though, the speech by Mr. Cuomo, a former housing secretary
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under President Clinton, reinforced his determination to show he will be a different kind
of Democrat. Already, leaders of the State Assembly have been chafing, with members
suggesting in recent days that new borrowing or higher taxes on the wealthy would be
required to balance the budget, notions the governor has rejected. He said his fiscal
plan would not involve tax increases or new borrowing.

Mr. Cuomo did reiterate his positions on social issues that are more in line with
Democratic members’ views, like his support for same-sex marriage and for expanding
abortion rights''’.

Mr. Cuomo gave the speech in a convention center near the Capitol'"”’ | breaking
the tradition of holding it in the Assembly chamber, and he invited more than 1,000
members of the public—perhaps to balance a crowd of legislators with mixed feelings
about his remarks. He also invited the leaders of the Legislature to speak before him,
and both leaders struck cooperative tones in their remarks'"®'. Perhaps the most animated
part of the speech came when Mr. Cuomo called for an overhaul of the state’ s juvenile
justice system, criticizing the state for keeping open half-empty youth prisons upstate.
He cast the issue as both an economic and a moral one. "’

“An incarceration program is not an employment program,” Mr. Cuomo said, his
voice rising to its loudest point during the speech.

“Don’ t put other people in juvenile justice facilities to give some people jobs' > |7
he added. “That’s not what this state is all about, and that has to end. ”

Mr. Cuomo also said he had appointed the former Medicaid director of Wisconsin,
Jason A. Helgerson, to import strategies used in that state to bring Medicaid spending
under control. He proposed to set aside a portion of the state’ s annual education aid and
use it to reward school districts that improve student performance; similar plans have
been controversial on the federal level.

Mr. Cuomo’s agenda appears to have more in common with that of the Senate
Republicans , who regained control of the Senate in the fall elections'®'!. Mr. Skelos, of
Nassau County | could be an ally for the governor, though there are likely to be
tensions over how school aid is distributed across the state, particularly on Long Island.

Mr. Cuomo also laid out a number of steps aimed at improving the state
government’ s ethics practices, though such proposals have been offered many times in
Albany but failed to pass.

“The state of the state'™’ begins with an honest analysis of the crisis we face,”

Mr. Cuomo said. “In government as in life, you can never solve a problem if you refuse

3
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to acknowledge it. 71>

New Words

aberration [ gha'reifon] n. deviation from what is accepted as normal or right {2

abortion [ abo:fon] n. expulsion of a foetus from the womb before it is able to survive,
esp. in the first 28 weeks of pregnancy FEJif

administer [ ad'minista] ». to control the affairs of sth. ; manage 43, JG 2

animated [ wenomeitid | adj. lively 3§ B, i1k 1)

authority [ o19oriti| n. person or group having the power to give orders or take action
AR R4 W N A, S Ry, B 7

borrowing [ borauin ] n. receiving ( something) from somebody temporarily, expecting
to return it {3, fHF , 25 it

bureaucracy [ bjuarokrasi] n. excessive or complicated official routine, esp. because
of too many departments and offices B 5/ X

campaign [ kem 'pein ] n. series of planned activities with a particular social,
commercial or political aim A% 3, TE %L1 3

cap [ kap] v. to follow sth with sth better, bigger, funnier, etc. (DA B K . FAH
(SO 27 DE @ = X7 Dl =)

centrist [ sentrist] 1) n. person who holds moderate political views ( BiG_LAY) H[A]
IR 2) adj. FEIRT

chafe [tfeif] v. to become irritated or impatient Jj %% , AN A

controversial [ kontrova:fal] adj. causing or likely to cause controversy 4 4+ 1Y)

cornball [ kombo:l] adj. (slang) unsophisticated, old-fashioned, banal, sentimental,
etc. 3 corny (M) AREEHEER LS EAERY

corruption [ karapfon] n. corrupting or being corrupted FEV% , J& 1k, J& K

deficit [ defisit] n. excess of debts over income; amount of this excess 7/F, 5

H¥

Y

denounce [ dinauns] v. to say that sb. /sth. is wrong, unlawful, etc A 453, 1&

==
n

dysfunction [ disfapkfon] n. abnormality HRERRS , HLAHES A
emphatic [ imfetik | adj. 1) having, showing or using emphasis 5% J& 1, AL, T
EY  2) definite and clear 15 1Y, BARG
emphatically [ imfetikli] adv. &{EH, B T H#
fiscal [ fiskal] adj. of or related to government money or public money, usu. taxes
4

&

==
Al

(T}

’
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VR I 55 1Y, WO B )

goody ['gudiz] n. (usu. pl.) desirable thing; pleasant thing to eat £¢5|W 5| A4
P4, SEPRAY L

gridlock [ gridlok ] n. high traffic congestion 323 4= [f] K3 %€

implore [implo:] v. to ask or beg (sb. ) earnestly BRE{Z K (FEAN)

incarceration [ inka:soreit] n. putting sb. in prison WiZk e Ak pH

inject [ indzekt] ». to introduce (new thoughts, feelings, etc. ) into sh/sth 1 A

juvenile [ dzuzvinail] 1) n. young person who is not yet adult R 4E#H , D4 2)
adj. of young person who is not yet adult R {4EH], ZD4EH]

legislature [ ledzigleitfo] n. body of people with the power to make and change laws
SEEHLOR, SR B

legislative [ led3zisleitiv] adj. law making 37.3%H]

legislator [ ledzigleito] n. member of a legislature 3777

liberal [ liboral] adj. not strict, literal or exact JFHLAY, F iKY, (BUAL T L)
L, R, SR (2 (BORECRH) B

model [ ' modal] 1) n. person or thing regarded as excellent of his/its kind and worth
imitating ({HI5530 ) BB AN, I 2) v to take sh./sth. as an
example for one’ s action, plans, etc. LL--- NEERE, {i3K

nostalgic [ nostzldzik | adj. longing for things that are past XSS, MR IH )

overhaul [ puvohoil] n. thorough examination followed by any necessary repairs {H]Ji%
(RN

overspending [ puvospendin ] adj. spending too much #8371, £k T 20

perspective [ paspektiv] n. point of view W&, , A6

radical [ reedikol] adj. 1) of or from the foot or base; fundamental HAS ], FAS [
2) thorough or complete; drastic IJEEAY, SE4 00, I HEAY

realignment [ rizolainmont] n. forming into new groups; reorganize B4, L4, % %

rehabilitate [ rizhobiliteit] v. to restore (sh. ) to a normal life P (JEILEE) , ik &
IEH AR TR

reiterate [ririto reit] v. to say or do (sth. ) again or repeatedly Sz 5015, 5

specific [ spisifik | n. particular aspect or precise detail %, 47

statewide [ steitwaid ] adj. /adv. over the whole of a state 4% ()

upstate [ apsteit] adj. /adv. (SEE I — M) 28 RIR T Y (HL) | 38 B9 7 2R 1Y
(H) i fREAy ()

vibrant [ vaibront | adj. full of life and energy; exciting FEi# A<, K5 1 e il i, 2%

5
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Notes

1. ALBANY—the capital city of the state of New York £ %44 & i /RE T

2. Gov. Andrew M. Cuomo—Andrew M. Cuomo( born in December 6, 1957) is the
56th and current Governor of New York, having assumed office on January 1,
2011. He was the 64th New York State Attorney General, and was the 11th United

States Secretary of Housing and Urban Development. Born in Queens, New York,
he is the son of Mario Cuomo, the 52nd Governor of New York (1983—1994).
GABE - BN, RFGEZIESG - EBRT 2011 481 31 HIEAGES
AR A LN . AE 1997 45, R BRAAAT 3¢ [ AiF S8 SO AR 4 £ b 55 3k Tl
JEFR(HUD) #4117 2 A s DIOR IR AR R BB 4C . 2011 4R X AR B4 2 ]
AR —4E AR A XA 2255 S TR AR R & A i 0l 3 2L K 40
20 BUR I BB AR T
3. his first State of the State address—fth {5 AN G & SCi i, PEBR FARIG AR T
AR S0, S T — IR, A2 T e R 4 L R AT A B B A S s 4 K 4
J5 Aok AR 100 42 36 T8 By FSE B 1, N 2 IR 4 G X AL 29 N B T R B
(Medicaid ) PRI #EAT B BT, DL ST — 5 22 51 23 R B BUR HILAE) $i i il s
20% %%
4. The speech was. . . former Gov. Mario M. Cuomo. —fth i)y P i 9% %oF 7 Mk A5 Al
ISP R AIR A 25 B, X 2R W] 1 At £ B 22 S0 A A R AR, e AR
Gt MASRAR AR BT 2N S L - PERR,
pro-business— 3% F I 1Y
5. What made New York... of New York—It was the private sector, not the
government that made New York the Empire State, because the private sector
created many jobs.
6. capping the annual. . . the rate of inflation— I B JiF 2 HY A9 48 B 188 K SR FR i 7
KA Z N
7. set up a clash. . . the State Assembly—5 H gl M 219 B d B 358 AN B
B3 -
a. Democrat— & F %% i 51
The Democratic Party ( & 4f) is one of two major contemporary political
parties in the United States, along with the Republican Party (FLF14%). President
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Barack Obama is the 15th Democrat to hold the office.

b. the State Assembly—/N1 2, WAL $8 20 24902

FERBSH E R, B LIE L 0 Bge i, 5647 =800 3 5kl Es &
AR BRI 1 32 AR G 5 ) ) B30 3 98 Tl A = A g3 S AR < B S7 vk (legislative
branch) 4T ( executive branch) . &) #: (judicial branch) , =Fp4 774351 i [E 4=
(Congress) ., s\ %5 ( President) | f% 155 1 B¢ ( Supreme Court) 2245 , = A0 1474 4L
JIis Ot HARAE R, LA B, B A LA, G 2 il A R
AR, 1 23 SR RUE— A0 FHERLE G A s S A AU Ar s U
B2 [ 25N AT B A AU S S A O H s I B B B ST i
G 2T o i rm 12 e SOn] RS ] 2 ae iR LA 3 58 A e A TR

[E 2> 1 21 B¢ ( the Senate ) FlI AN BE (the House of Representatives ) 2H i ,
ARPIBE LGB 535 Ao S5 (senator) 1 2% JH ik R FLEE e , B 2 44,
100 & AT 6 4, 4 2 4F ML 173, JEEIEE . AL (congressman ) BHE %
I B or AL, b B RS = A BN 20 1 44, NI e 435 44 AT 3 2
L ERIEAE . PRI I AT R AR 5 3k o 353 AN A5 A A U R
%o

FEFENT G0 — MRS BB Bl T, 56 B &5 A IR A AR T2 1 B 4L
FMA B C R IEE GEFFBUR L 5 JH AR 32 2 A BRAS JN 0 B P ) <R
55, nLAH Ty 44 SCAERE E R N TR ANS7 1T A EVE T s idimn 25555

8. freczing the salaries—VE 15, JEERMK B I RAG— 4.
9. Medicaid— 3 [ By bl , 3 ELELK RO S R FI R 3 A,

10.
11.

12.

TERHE O AR DX S AN AT . R BT A TR RO X RO A5 6 5 2 A
AR AN , A RAT AN FER IR B BE
the tax capital of the nation—the state with the largest amount of tax in the country
air quotes—also called finger quotes, or Ersatz quotes are virtual quotation marks
formed in the air with one’ s fingers when speaking. This is typically done with both
hands held shoulder-width apart and at the eye level of the speaker, with the index
and middle fingers on each hand flexing at the beginning and end of the phrase
being quoted. Air quotes are often used to express satire, sarcasm, irony or
euphemism.
legislative leaders—Sheldon Silver, the Democratic Assembly speaker, and Dean
G. Skelos, a Republican who is the Senate majority leader

a. legislative leaders— 7 AL S 404H

b. Sheldon Silver, the Democratic Assembly speaker—Sheldon Silver ( born

7
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13.

14.
15.

16.

17.

18.

19.

20.

21.

on February 13, 1944) is an American lawyer and Democratic politician from New
York. He has held the office of Speaker of the New York State Assembly since
1994. Sheldon Silver 349 A, B AL LM 2K o

c. Dean G. Skelos, a Republican who is the Senate majority leader—Dean G.
Skelos (born on February 16, 1948) is an American politician and the Republican
Temporary President and Majority Leader of the New York State Senate. Dean G.
Skelos HANGE N , B AL LN 2L I5¢ 2 805 i
Mr. Cuomo has a. .. view of the state’ s history—ZE ER 5 A= 72 1R M A 249 B9 [ s
I FER G , (HA AN I 8 R T H B 1 2 o
the New York State Legislature—2f 24 57, 415
Citizens Budget Commission—/ R FBE Z: 512

The Citizens Budget Commission is a nonpartisan, nonprofit civic organization
that attempts to influence constructive change in the finances and services of New
York City and New York State government.
like his support. . . expanding abortion rights— F, {1t X} [R] 4 45408 . 9 K BB g AR
(IPES

a. same-sex marriage—[r) P4 & A

b. abortion rights—3 2z FE iR FUA]

[ B T FIFLANE Z [AIFAAE— SRR LS . P2 RN
FRNEIZAT PR R RIS T AR, O BUR B T o M 29k 02, #RA AL
ARG A O R0HI BB IR & R a1, R 2 BRI 50 AR SO B8 i, Sox [a] ok
ISR A A
the Capitol—3& [E [F<x K J&, The United States Capitol is the meeting place of the
United States Congress, the legislature of the Federal government of the United
States. Located in Washington, D. C. ( #EEHi45F[X ), it sits atop Capitol Hill at
the eastern end of the National Mall.
and both leaders. . . in their remarks—and both leaders expressed their cooperation in
their speech.

He cast the issue. . . a moral one—He pointed out that the issue was an economic as
well as moral one. {145 H i WE 2 28 3% m] 8, o 2 1 ] 1

“Don’ t put other. .. some people jobs,” —Putting other people in youth prisons
should not be taken as a chance to offer jobs to some people.

the fall elections— L4453 & Hh #6245 (Midterm Election) , & — M 7ERE284F 11
H B — B 24T, B IE(E RS



22.

23.

24.
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HO e A8 T 4 4R — R SE [ R GE B 28 25 SR P AF IS 2817 1 56 [ R ik
(PG T 4 4R S GEAR IR TR] i, BT LARR g R e 2 ) | 56 [ e 2o 0 25 7
2 A , AU AR IR Y 435 A L S AEZ e 100 A 07 1L 33 a3
34 A SERAT IR AL

1E2010 4F 11 A2847 AR k2 v, B0 5 B s 1) B F2 58 2k 26 AR I B 24X
A AL AR A RAE S B 24 TR — k2 v, JE A5 i e A1 B
Pt A 19 AN a8 a) 2L A58, H FTZ 56 20 %48 7 50 DI iy 29
PSR B 25 AN A R PR .

Nassau County—a suburban county on Long Island, east of New York City in the
U.S. state of New York, within the New York Metropolitan Area.

the state of the state—here refers to the State of the State address IHAbFS 12 15
#EX

In government. . . to acknowledge it—You can never solve a problem if you refuse to

acknowledge it, whether it is a government problem or a personal problem.

Questions

1. When did Gov. Andrew Cuomo assume office?

2. What is the new governor’ s attitude towards taxes?

3. What is the relationship between Andrew Cuomo and Bill Cliton?

4. Paragraph 8 describes one of his PowerPoint slides. What do you think the slide

AN W

signifies?

Describe the different responses to his plan.

. Please comment on the sentence “An incarceration program is not an employment

program. ”

Useful Phrases and Expressions

call for B3R
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face up to  1EAR, 55 HCHH E X)

lay out  ZE4, 3T, LA

put it simply ] EA 3 1,

in line with. .. B —Z( 55, 1%

bring sth. under control  fifi---4bF4 | F
set aside P H (K I IH] 55 )

have. . .in common with. .. 5---FIL[EZ 4t

10



