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Two-Part Allegorical Sayings

@& A short person goes up the stairs—ascend step by step --- 1

FREEHo k—ﬁﬁh (A.) Hang a bag in the sky—to hold the wind (pretend to be
MA) +eenerrrrneeeriia e et e e e et 1
F R 2o HrL F$ 6942 Steal peach to eat at midnight—Ilook for the soft one -+ ]
AR IL—F Kk KH A shoulder pole carelessly loaded—both loads will slip off - 2

iyt b it—sL & ®-F  Putting make-up on before entering the coffin—saving face
EVEN WHEN Qying -+ -sversrrrrereeseammniseneanreeniisieass )

EEEZHET %R & % Boiling dumplings in a teapot—can’t pour them out .-+ 2
Wil1Zhtd—E R E%  Carry abamboo pole in the city gate—in and out
SEAIghLlY . eeveren 3
AP L —B3 A Paper window panes—torn by a touch «-«--svvieerininns 3
M T R #er A8t Eating sugarcane from the top—the more you eat, the
MOTEC It tASTES SWEEL  «rvvrerrvrmrrarrsariteuarnsransasenans 3
HHRE——BLE# Opening the skylight—speak frankly «---evvermimmniiiiin., 4
HHEEH-—P (BB R Getting to the root of the matter «-«vvvvveveiiiniiiinn. 4
Sedan chair—the first time oceverreverersirntsrnasonaronerenes 4
XELE & £ T3 Eating icecream on a Great Cold day—too cold ----v-vvivvnen. 5
—itis not the
BHTIE cvevenrverrasronnnasiassnssssassinnrnsssnnsnsiossnasensesnns 5
TR B — ST A RAFE H AT A flower with sting—it is beautiful but
PrICKLY +eomneeniiiii 5
RS/ F—KHMH DM Regard electric wire poles as chopsticks—Ilarge material
being put to small use «-vaevereriiiii 6

71 R L8 +——%4 Turn somersaults on the sharp knife—play with one’s life - 6
AEBL-—H B G B Set free a tiger and let it retun to the mountains—breed
calamity for the future v o 6
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BEMRK——FFi# Tryto blow the fire with a rolling pin—know nothing

about something ««vevevvieeiiii i 7
¥rv% & M #F—— R iRFFAS  Snarl and snap at Lu Dongbin—wrong a kind-hearted
PEISOM «vvvvrreentcmieiasiiresraattneiisseacaciisretarnnasess 7
FE# EApF—— & 24  Reach out a hand for money even in one’s coffin—be greedy
untill death cveveeerarrrriamnieirrarsteariacerioranenssncenrsrnnnens 7
WHE A H4H—HR A Boiling a baby in a pot— acquaintance (a cooked person) --- 8
$izME—3% %44 Like Han Xin commanding troops—the more the better -- - 8
Foidrg—— Kk (A )R KX A monk holding an umbrella—having neither law (hair)
nor Providence (sky) e-reereeeeenireiiiiiiniiiiiiiienn 8
Fa iy 0 B8 & % % (&) The head of a monk—there is no way out (no hair) --.--- 9
KABRLEWHES B EHF The weasel goes to pay his respects to the hen—not
with the best of intention -+-rerereerrreriiiieniiiieraana, 9
% Fe 3R F 41 R#  The low-down spinning top—will not turn unless you beatit ... 9
EAA48— K% b4 A fish jumping to Jiang Taigong’s no hook and no bait
line—a Willing VICHIIL «++-vvvereesmmrmneneniinneeinninnnennn, 10
Bk L¥— %7 Rubbing oil on one’s sole—sneak away ««ce-eeereeaieeiiennnns 10
WALFHARE B RS A beggar picks up an ingot~—very happy +-------- 10
ik A p Y Wi KX A frogina well—hasn’t seen the big sky «---r-coeerenee 11
LExFHE —4F R4 (FH) Confucius moves house—always lose (nothing but books)
............................................................... 11
BB AL KA A —F U EH A toad lusting after a swan’s flesh—aspiring after
something one is not worthy of «+«voeoeireneiienn, 11
¥ i 6% /— 4 R4z  The rotten pumpkin—can’t be held in hands «..eovenvveenes 12
# B e R ——3E R The buttocks of a tiger—cannot be touched ----cevvvenenenen. 12
#4 3k i ——R125A  Old ox pulling a rickety cart—creep slowly along ------ 12
# R 454 fi—— L% R A mouse runs into the tip of a horn—not a through
FOAG ~evvrrenrronorernrnrensnesenaenensnsennnsrosesnennenonnssnes 13
ZIgEA”——HEABAE Lao Wang selling melons praises his own goods—praise one’s
OWIN WOTK OF WAIES +crrtreamnrrtsrsotisecensssssssnnsrrssssnces 13
FF ¥ ——HT A deaf lighting the firecrackers—fall apart «.ccooviieneiaann, 13
LE$EH—A&E Stringing the bean curd by a horse s tail—not able to lift it
UP ++remsnsrnnnmereettene e et n e e s e e s 14

R EK—MBALE The cat weeping over the dead mouse—shed crocodile tears - 14




1

e B N B T T T S e T T e N T N ST N T L R o e Ty SRR TR A A e

N EwA—RAEST Looking at somebody through the crack of a door

—belittle somebody +«veererereiiiiiiii 14

XE#Hw——BAE G L Carpenter in cangue—suffer from one’s own actions ---.-- 15
R E B AT B & #E4 Like a clay idol fording a river—hardly able to save

ONESEIE e evererernrenrnnstsenaesnsrnnenrmnasnaacsranesnarnneses 15

EFERBE—~NMEE-——¥ (/)T There is a hole in the back of the Buddhist idol
—it 1s too good (the temple allows light to pass

through) ceevercerrmmmiir 15
X B ¥R HE~——m % Tobum the paper that made in the form of a coin as an
offering to the dead in the middle of July—fool ghost -----. 16
Bap & #——k £ Reading a book while riding a donkey—wait and see (walk and
JOOK)  rememmunne e 16
AT EHIT R #81 Hanging a lantern on a flagpole—brilliant (high and bright)
..................................................................... 16
Wy 07 # % X #&-F Having one’s head shaved by a kitchen knife—extremely
dangerous ......................................................... 17
HA T 8I——Fe—#F —# Scooping up fish from the limpid river—see
Something clearly «ooeoereiiiiiini 17
45 Loy ——H B4 Ants crawling frantically on a hot pan—be at one’s wit's
EIIL +eeeen e e e et e e e et e e en et e b et enn e b e annaanareas 17
K éF4H—AEAS  Throw a meat-stuffed bun at a dog—something gone, never
TO TEILIIT rcvererenmnnsaneosuncesetsnsnsesranrnracassransssonsnnnas 18
ZR KW #AR LT () The three-foot long ladder—can’t get a word in
(can ’t touch the CAVES) --rrererscriiiiiieiaiiiiiien, 18

ZFFHw———K L Notrinsing the mouth for three years-—a smelly mouth -.. 18
+ 2 R f oA ATk

‘£ EANF  Fifteen buckets to draw water from a well—seven up

and eight JOWIL tererririertaniinissssiarstirsnrarasnnns 19
FE LF—##%K God of longevity hanging himself—consider his life is too
]Qng .................................................................. 19
ES L P 3 W A& &4  The kite in the sky-—led along by someone --«-+eev--+ 19
SRR IR BS A& RIAA Taking the copper coins as eyes—only see money not

the PEISOML ot vrerrreatteniaiiiernnnnsststiiiiisatsonsonnsns 20
L BERF-—F(R)THAH Some grass growing in a land temple—be scared out
OF OTIE7S WIS = cvevcrenarneereninsneroctsenrnsrsnnnceannnns 20
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BLT &85 F Fl——HA#B AR A toothbrush that has no hair—orderly (thythmical) - 20

SR ATIT R . H (%) The nephew holds a lantern for his uncle—things stay
UNCHANGEA «+vvvnrnrrmmrnrmmrriarsiiinon s se s s e eaanes 21
REERE—RITHE A daughter-in-law going back her parents® home —a
familiar road and a familiar door «-..eovviiiiiiiiiiiiinn. 21
BT 5——& %% Lighting a candle for a blind man—sheer waste «+-eeoeerreeneens 21
B Til AN ——R % —4% A blind man crossing through a single-plank bridge—a
Blnd alley «++eerrrrreserirrrneeiinsiee e s 22

DL B — A Beknet  Children chewing the bubble gums—speak hesitantly - 22
WMol #B——A 2 £ The little monks reciting scriptures—be sharp-tongued but

INEAN 110 MATICE -+ --++rerenrreremrrrrermnrerssnrersensernnsres 22
T A ER—ET The ball which lost air—deflated ««-evvvevveeineniininiiinn, 23
FARALE —3F 4%  Boiling the bean curd in snow water—quite cold and

tASLEIESE r-evrrrvarntrortastietirratrsianteinerattiatanansanannnnn 23

AABNLE AEHRHF A scholar meeting a warrior —unable to vindicate oneself
against an unreasonable opponent «--.eciiieiiiiiiiaiin. 23
B ZARM B ———M-FT R A The wife of the king of Hell is pregnant — full of sinister

design (there are many ghost fetuses in her belly)

BROEEE ——FHFHHE A beggar borrowing an abacus—poor but still plan - 24
— k¥ AEHRK L —F Rk Onebumping his head against the Southern Wall—

never repent (even to dle) .............................. 24
— R B A FF—IHF KM Only drawing a nose on one paper—how big a
221 ] < 25

ko g F—— D E—H Zhang Fei eating bean sprouts— easy job (side dish) --- 25
¥kt ———3EF The center of the palm is overgrown with hair—an old

RANA +evovernrnsenreracrnronrensuesionsaosnarsensaesnssssnasnsnss 25
HHAZHK—~6F{4E  Youcan't wrap fire in paper—there is no hiding the facts - 26
#HEFH E——44#%T Empty the bamboo container of its beans—hold nothing

7 7o) 26
Bk P a) B FE——E kK8 The moon of the Mid-Autumn Festival—frank and honest
(blg and hght) ............................................. 26

A#MOB/TKER — #F—4 The cooked duck flying to the sky—a strange
thing «ecosrrrerrrrmemieiiiiiee e 27
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AR E COZYDIES wereeerenvsnnnesenseenemetst ettt st et c st 28
# K E B Tobe beyond the reach 0f 0NE’S POWET ++rerreercrsrrinneeenmiisriisiine., 28
H B AR4e— N TItis better to see once than to hear a hundred times ---eovevreiieannann, 29
#i15F# To show off one’s proficiency with the axe before Lu Ban, the Master
CAIPENLET «rvorvnrrenrtriaueunestttiiaiat it bien sttty 29
# 5 ¥ # Mistaking the reflection of a bow for a snake -----erecevvimiinninniil, 30
HK—3¥ Fighting with one’s back to the river -«covoveeerminiiiiiiniinn, 30
B LM, To stand on the ramparts and watch the fight ««ovoeeeeriviiiiiniiii., 31
FEETF E Not to feel ashamed to ask and learn from one’s subordinates or inferiors - 31
A LS LI Won't kowtow for five dou of rice -««veerrremriniaciiiiiaiiiinnn.. 32
ARALFEAT M7 Raised up by Xiao He and cast down by Xiao He ---evcevevvenss 32
4 &3 Talents and abﬂity above the AVETAGE revevrereserrrmesrtiiransssnnsuiinaensana, 33
BT HE  The teeth will be cold if the lips are gone -«-v-voveeeeeniiiiiinii, 33
BE & 3% Insignificant SKill «oeeeeveremeenee et et eneeeetaetvarereeearaeeananas 34
AW FA Eastwindow plot -eocevenverennan N ettt aaatarannraas 34
Ay A& To be reinstated after coming out from East Mountain; reinstatement to one’s
U 35
£47 A &b A £ He who perpetrates many injustices is doomed to destruction ----.- 35
RE % Each trics to CHeat The OtHET «««tveerrerverenrenrerserrariarrnrenseeseernrrenneress 36
REG 4 XA8%&  Asone place is far away from another, run-away horses or oxen will
never go such a distance to the other place --+evevieiiiniiiiiininl, 36
% ##% £ To carry a birch on one’s back and ask for punishment «.--+cveeeenrennnne, 37
EE - A golden millet dream «--everrerennnniiiii e 37
2| % @471  Why use an ox-cleaver to kill a chicken ----«eorveereeiiiiiiiiannonL, 38
HEZZE Death of ONE S Wife «orrieiirimmiiiiii i ctissrs i aseanes 38
Bz A f z 4 Look left and right, talking about other matters «-«.-vvoveviieiiaiiins, 39
#¥k#£% K Hangoutasheep’s head and sell dog-meat «---eeueremvecirinieianinnan, 39
HITE Banquet at HONGIMNEN «revurverrrmeriiiaiiiiiniiiisis et tenes 40
Bk Z R-ZZ  Since one is here, one might as well stay and make the best of it -+. 40
SLBRA R iang Lang Written out -« --ceeevenint i 41
B RZE A crafty hare has three bUrrows «.e----ee.-- e eeareeraraenn.n 41

2 B R Keeping a beauty in a golden house +---evevveiimieiiiiiiiiiii 42
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£ & 45iF  Good stratagems in a brocade bag ---+«--+eeuerrrrerrniereeiiiiiiie e, 42
RS, A% X After the cunning hare is killed, the hound is boiled -+« evveeeenenann. 43
5 A B Reading enriches the mind -«--««vreveereniiimiiiiiiiciiieee 43
¥ &I TE  Oppressive government is fiercer than a tiger ---««+c-sroveeesreecmnencnnnn 44
# %R The devil knows many things because he is old +---veeerviivieiiiiinns, 44
FAREEH Indulge in pleasure and forget home and duty «--+venrreerreiiennnniiin. 45
#ak & M. There is only cool wind in the tWo SIEeVES +eervervirrirrrirnininiiiiiiiann. 45
B TB4TT  Paperis expensive in Luoyang «--c-roeesererienieriniieieiii e 46
£, B # Mao Sui recommending himself «----ceevemeerivrmiiiiiii s 46
17T ¥  You can catch Sparrows on the dOOIStEp «««verrervesiicmeriiiriiiniiane, 47
K XxZ ¥ d=AZz4i= Reckless physical courage; woman’s soft nature «-e---«.oveeee 47
48R4 The Cowherd and the Weaving Girl ----+eveeereesserscrsesemnmionanennenne 48
& Reunion of husband and wife after an enforced separation or rupture ------ 48
J&, T4+ Work methodically and expertly like a skilled butcher cutting an ox carcass 49
# KA The over-split water can never be gathered up again «--««coeoreeveneaacennes 49
4% T H& To hear a rate commodity and wait for a better price -«-«o-rcaeeeerercioecnes 50
# 42 % The lesson drawn from the (overturned) cart ahead ------re-vevsemrianacernes 50
B % T-¥% Lose one’s sheep on forked r0ads ++eeessserrreremmeniiimiieneniiiiiiine 51
#WAEE &  Be first haughty and then excessively polite «-vrrveeercriniinciininn, 51
F 2247, % TAT A thousand-Li journey begins with the first step «--vceeeeeeeeen 52
F#ALE Torise rapidly to the sky «---cveeerermeniiiiiiiiiiiie 52
AR TE K HER  Tobe meat on somebody’s chopping block «---eeeeeeerinierees 53
& £ & &.w X Live in the Cao camp but with one’s heart in the Han camp ------ 53
ETFHF Actin an underhand way; resort to deception ---«cceveerercaniiinaaiiiineens 54
F LR COMION SIGNE +reereverrmmrreernrrsreenessneineessassesre sttt san e reensane s 54
A Dying embers glOw agaill «--«-eoeeevereiirrrireeniniioniire s 55
BETE R ATCAGIE +vevveosersensasnsessensemseenseeensenseerensessseuteneateeassuseneaseansannsas 55
M sk To make fruitless efforts «ceovvemmerrenmmmmeiii it 56
%228  To return the jade intact to the State 0f Zhao «-cererreerrarrericnieainns 56
# & okv#  To respect others very much «-.-coeeveoieeriimeiimiiri e 57
& B 0L A& X#E One feels ashamed to go back and see people of one’s hometown
again ..................................................................... 57
F2M4F Whatever one writes turns into a fing essay «ce-corereromriiieiiiiniiiene. 58

S EHA Gain the Initiative by Striking FIrst «eeeeervvecnieiiiaiiiiiiiiiiiiie.. 58
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A& VA To wet each other With saliva --veeeereererioiiiiii e, 59
FEFTH The kid 1S teaChADIE «rnerrerrerirurvurerimirir e re e rrea e eenn 59
#E K42 &  How could a sparrow understand the ambition of the swan ------ 60
H®EHS EAEWA  The banquet and sword dance at Hongmen «----«ovuveeerraeenaen. 60
FMEE  Cao Can follows Xiao He S FUIES -«cerrrrerrereariririnirnminriiiieieeanran.. 61
SRR K E Be like a small sorcerer in the presence of a great one -«--voeeseeeviaeni. 61
# F# % To rear a tiger may bring you great trouble in the future ---ceovvvveeeninnins. 62
—F -4 One word is worth a thousand pieces of gold «--co-vovverviiiiiiiii 62
A F T8 Still have plenty of mettle t0 ShOW ««vvvvevieviniiiiniii e 63
# B ¥z To pass fish eyes off as PEarls «»s--eessrerrrmrnrierimiinemeniiiiiieiiiiiaean, 63
FAHE S5 Have enough trustworthy assistants «««««oeeeevvevmieiniii i 64
k= ’_%L Agree on a three-point deCree ceseeevererreeniiiiiiii it 04
AR A  Abandoning the sacrificial vessel for the saucepan «««---veevveiiiiiiiiian., 63
iEFMME  To devise strategies in an army tent ««.evovereverareii e 65
BB A Order UESES 10 IEAVE «+rneerrrrrmsreiiririiienereee it e et e e e e e 66
Z LY+ Tosit on top of the mountain to watch the tigers fight -vevooveereninnnn. 66
YE% B % Make a law only to fall foul of it oneself -«---rvevraeerriioniiinniiein., 67
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EFREH—FHES

BAILA ER—EiT Hegs -1, HE LY
— XA EL R,

KARGEARERHEEAEL LN TELE R, MBI E
0 B AR BRI S,

A short person goes up the stairs
—ascending step by step
A short person, once he goes up one step, he ascends one step.

" He goes up again, he ascends again. That is “ascending step by step.”
This saying refers to the circumstances that one rapidly goes up in officialdom or gets better and
better.

FREEEORF —FR(A)
R RS, B ART R, LN HERT
WP AT , R, R 550 Bl 3 B
AR T35,
33 U] BICS5 RHE AOER BUORORBE E T
Hang a bag in the sky
~—pretend to be mad (to hold the wind)
One hangs a bag in the sky, what does he want to hold?
Only the wind. X “Wind” and #& “mad” are homonyms, so
“holding the wind” turns into “pretending to be mad.”

This saying refers to the person who pretended to be mentally deranged on purpose.

FRE Mz —H i miE
A Bk B AR R T vz BT R R AR e, 7
BB LT, 2 A EHT2E WA A, HEHTE T W
BERERAREERBT T,
XA 5 LMy B TR B K R,
Steal peach to eat at midnight
—look for the soft one
The unripe peach is hard and sour to eat, but the ripe peach is sw-

eet and soft. One steals a peach at midnight, so he can’t distinguish

the unripe one from the ripe one. He kas to pinch. If it is soft, it must
be a ripe peach.
This saying refers to one who bullies the weak.
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REEH——F LK
FREEMATT, NRARBOEFLLAE, BaAERn
8, Pk AR PR A 5 T & AR W R 238,
13X T 8K I i EL I B AR AL AR B R A R AR
A shoulder pole carelessly loaded
~—both loads will slip off
If the loads are not secured at both ends of the pole, they will

slip off.
This saying refers to the person who tries to grab both sides but end up with neither,

Bt EN —EETF

ABZRT RERIMHELT AL BEAERS L HBE
R, # D TR IR AT K, AR SEEE T
j]gu

XPMHEEEAACL2ARTT, EFERIEREC &
FANEHE | RAFI AEE R AT AR, —RIER
St 44 i R AT 9 R

Putting make-up on before entering the coffin

—saving face even when dying
One is dead and is going to be put into the coffin. But he still wants to powder his face. He cares
about his face even at death. Even when dead, he is anxious to keep up appearances.
This saying refers to a person who covers the appearance that seemed not honorable, It also
sneers at the person who upholds false behavior.

ZHERBZF—EAHE
i FRIAFFEE SHAREFE D ke HHE IO T K
ANT A RE R T 181 i ok
b AR sk i - BLARAS A s AR U A WA BRI AL
A2 e AL R R,
Beiling dumplings in a teapot
—can’t pour them out

One boils dumplings in a teapot until they are cooked, but he
can’t pour them out because the opening of the teapot is too small.
This saying refers to the person who is talented but can’t express his opinions or knowledge.
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FATEMRE A B TER BT, AERESH
H HE MR,

RAREEEERANERAR HEPFERTE, A
HEHA,

Carry a bamboo pole through the city gate
—in and out straightly
If you carry a bamboo pole through the city gate, because

the pole is very long and the city gate is narrow, you must go in

and out with the pole straight.
This saying refers to a person who is frank and outspoken.

WP ERE——BRE
RRLINE WA R HIS, AN AR E A
RAW N HEAF BT,
XABRGEMRERE AR BABR AT, 5
& o em i — 18 A A,
Paper window panes—torn by a touch
Long ago, people used paper as glass. They stuck them with

paste on windows. But if you poke it with one finger, it would be
torn.
This saying originally refers to the paper on the window that was very flimsy. Now it refers to

understanding something quickly only with a few pointers.

MEFIREH E—src 8 3
HEN AR, ERE T 0 RRRH, Azt
FERS KA iR  BRRZERRIE B A RMERBAWILT A
{1 A 7 B A SRR AR R B IE
B o LR SR R S S AT
Eating sugarcane from the top
—the more you eat, the more it tastes sweet
The top of the sugarcane is not very sweet. But it will
become more and more sweet if you eat it from top to
bottom. Maybe people’s wish for living is like this.

This saying refers to the circumstances that become more

and mote satisfying.
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TIAXE—IRZE
B MR T TR R G (RN A6 Y TR0 TR 6 3R BB IR I
By, TR AR AR TR T, BRI SR O [ AR
K id .
AT R — B E ARG B R A T M
R

Opening the skylight—speak frankly
When we are talking with others, we open the skylight. The room

will be very light, so the words that we said are “light words”.
This saying often refers to speaking something straightly and clearly.

FTR RV 4R 9 ()2 K

i — BT RSN RN, X ERR
Predr,

“Er e, BRI R EE

XE—PEHEERHNWEEE, EREREN T IRTF
B RRER, FEFTHFEART,

Getting to the root of the matter

If the earthen pot breaks, it cracks all the way to the bottom. The

cracks are called “%%”. B8 “crack” and [A] “ask” are homonyms. “Crack to the bottom” can turn into “ask

to the bottom”.
The meaning of this saying is to look for an answer; one must keep asking questions until he gets to
the bottom of it.

AR EEH—3K—MO

fEit & IR s e AR A RAERE kX T B KR
¥t e AR k-,

AR EHNERR MR EMEGED ROER,

A girl who has never married befare sits on the Sedan
chair—the first time

In the past, when a girl got married, she sat on a bridal sedan

chair. So for every girl, it is the first time to sit on a bridal sedan

chair,
The meaning of the saying is: one comes into contact with something the first time, he must be

short of experience.

L
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AEEER—ETLD

KRERREWN -AFS, MR FERXKELHMNE, KEHN
MR & RAT AR R Em, —EREl Bk,

EW KGR R AREASHITRA EEFEREESHI,

Eating icecream on a Great Cold day—too cold

Great Cold is one of the solar terms in China. It is also the coldest
day in a year. It is too cold if you eat an icecream on a Great Cold day.

This saying is often used to describe a mood that is very low after

one has lost hope to something.

AREXERE—F 2R
WRA R RERE, —RELXXA ST, MBERALY
BXF Ly BUKAEHET,
AU E RN R FRENRPASE,
Wearing a cotton-padded jacket in a hot day
—it is not the time

The cotton-padded jacket is very warm and it is often worn in
winter. If you wear it in summer, that is out of keeping with the

times.
The meaning of the saying is one chooses the wrong oppor-
tunities when he wants to speak or do something.

WRINSEE T EREFE, ERILHF

WS EIE A B, BT &, B AR AR
RAFLHRTLRHRETH, —ADORERLT R, BEHEE
HTIILRMERE AN —MBR T,

M IR SRR AR AR AR BT,

A flower with sting
—it is beautiful but prickly

Almost everyone likes beautiful flowers and always wants to

pluck them. But it*s not very easy to pluck because there are thorns

- on the stems. Maybe you will be pricked for your carelessness. Only
then you know the feeling. |
This saying refers to girls who are very pretty but not to be trifled with.
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Regard electric wire poles as chopsticks
—Ilarge material being put to small use
Everybody knows we should use chopsticks to have meals. But if you use electric wire poles as cho-

psticks, isn’t the large material put to small use?

This saying refers to some unreasonable arrangement.

Tk E8m S —3n )Ly
TR EBE ST AR M ETULY , — AL T RE 32 15
EEgaG BUENAAELESE BESEGEFR XTR
“ B JLAw I
ARG R A A A B T L R R B
A PTRE 2 e dn,
Turn somersaults over sharp knives—play with one’s life

It’s very dangerous to turn somersaults over sharp knives.
Maybe he will lose his life from carelessness. If there really isa person
who wants to turn somersaults over knives, you must think that he is “risking his life”.

This saying often refers to the person who may lose his life at any time if he does riskful things at
the expense of his life.

HERAL—BBRESE

ERFEFNE AHESHERAN BASSARERIEE,
XggmiteimlhE UEEEEELSHEAA XFER
CHHCETTREW?

WS RO RGO BT, AR AR Y,
RELHACHTREN,

Set free a tiger and let it return to the mountains
—breed calamity for the future
A tiger is very ferocious. ft’s difficult to catch, bui easy to

return to the mountains. Don 't you breed calamity for the future?
This saying refers to one making more troubles for himself if he deals with enemies softheartedly.

E
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MENRN——BRE
BEHLE—F S0 B E IR, BB, RE
BT K BRI IR,
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Try to blow the fire with a rolling pin
~—know nothing about something
A rolling pin is a solid stick. If you try to blow the fire with it,

it is impossible to extinguish the fire.
This saying refers to a person who knows nothing about something.

BB 5 iR E—R IR EF Al
B AL R A A B A R — T e A R
O E:E T RN Y S TR W il N - G NI S 520
AR B U IR A, BT LA & < AR AL
AR A BEERAE T IRA S, BIAREOH#HYERE
Snarl and snap at Lu Dongbin
—wrong a kind-hearted person
Lu Dongbin was one of the Eight Immortals and was a
kind-hearted man. He often punished the bad and helped the poor.
Common peopie respected him very much. But the dog didn’t know him, and it bit him. So we say it
“doesn’t know a kind-hearted person.”

People use this saying to refer to regarding one’s good intention as a bad one.

EMEMF—FER

AT BB R EE M FoEm AES, XA R
HRG

AT KT B S 75 R 3 TR A B B AR R A B 3

Reach out a hand for money even in one’s coffin
—be greedy untill death

If adead person in the coffin reaches out a hand for money, isn’t
it “being greedy untill death”?

This saying refers to the moneygrubber who always wants to be
rich.
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MEBEEEE-—MA
UEERBIREEE , EAA STTFRSEN  EERERT ., ¥
R E REBHR A CENZEERETR XE B ARMMEER —
REER, REEHE,
XGRS AR SRR, R EREBN A,
Boiling a baby in a pot—acquaintance (a cooked person)
If one boils a baby in a pot, soon, the baby will be cooked. Of course it
is a supposition. No one is hardhearted enough to do that. Here “Z4” has
two meanings. One refers to “cooked”; the other refers to “know somebody well.”

This saying converts “cooked” into “know somebody well.” It refers to acquaintances.

HREAE—X3ZHE

HIEENSN— AR BETETEFR, F-KEEFEH
i, R MEWE DR M, SRBERERT XA H
TR,

EX, AR EEZEF " RBEHREGEINEN BE
ML,

Like Han Xin commanding troops
-—the more the better

Han Xin, a strategist in the Han Dynasty, was good at comman-
ding troops. Once, he was ready to command troops to fight. The
emperor asked him how many soldiers he wanted. He said: “The more the better. This is beneficial for
the battle.”

Later, people use “the more the better” to refer to beneficial things that they have or will have.

M E—FE(R)EX
MR Bk, TR ER " RS % A, AR
TeRRE, MEITER BREET ERT ER, ARDR KT
M R RR R R R R R, TR A,

A monk holding an umbrella

-—having neither law (hair) nor Providence (sky)
Monks don’t keep hair, so we can say he has “no hair.” A pun is on the
homophone % “hair” and ¥ “law,” so “no hair” turns into “no law.” A
monk holds an umbrella, and the umbrella covers up Heaven. So, “no law (hair) nor Heaven.”

This saying refers to acting wildly in defiance of the law and public opinion.
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MEHRTE—2 % (2)
MBSk &, B R 5T RN,k

R BRI,
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.
The head of a monk—there is no way out (no hair)
Monks don’t keep hair. Because & “hair” and # “way” are homo-
phones, JG& “no hair” is JTo¥k “no way” here.
This saying refers to situations when there is no way out, or one has no ability to find the way to solve

the problem.

HRIRGEESF—aRFL
ERRERES 2% XkREEMG BERE, —REARR S
NZHEAS BUR B A A O FRAE SR EIBIZR T Vo
BXABGIE L — R A  RE LARIE, %%J:fﬂ%f f

HFHK,
The weasel goes to pay his respects to the hen
—not with the best of intention - [l _
The weasel likes eating hens. They often go to peasants’homes to ~ _ b s

steal hens, ducks and other poultry. One day, the weasel wanted to eat
the hen, so it pretended to pay his respects to the hen, and then ate it.
This saying refers to the hypocritical person who is kind in appearance but bad at heart.

B PE R —— AT AEE
PESR R A ACKRAER R BOLA B FE L 1 il
FEF EETE FE IR, BT, B, MERWEITT,
BB @M T 3k,
ARG R R R R A B e N i T S SRS FR 4 T 4 e
T,

The low-down spinning top—
will not turn unless you beat it
The spinning top is a toy that was made of wood. The more you
beat it, the more it turns. If you don’t beat it, it will stop turning.
This saying is often used to describe one who will not be

obedient if you don’t bring him to bear on the pressure.




