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Love me, love my crow

m

The king of the Zhou asked for advice from the war cou-
nselor Jiang Ziya about settling the troops that surrendered themselves to him. Jiang Ziya said, “One’s
love for a person extends even to the crows on his roof. One’s hate for a person extends even to the
fence of his house. So you should kill them.” Later the king didn’t take his advice, and he took his broth-
er’s suggestion, He let go the prisoners of war.

Love for a person extends even to the crows on his roof. It’s often linked to love for a persen that
extends to everything about him.
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R RE M B R EY AR, 2 TR, K mEEH R,
To try to help the shoots grow by pulling them up

There was a farmer in the Song State. He always
thought his seedlings of cereal crops grew so slowly, so
he wanted to help them grow fast. He pulled them up one
by one. Then he went back home and saig to his son, “I
helped the seedlings of the cereal crops grow today.”
His son went to the fields and saw the seedlings of the
cereal crops were all withered,

This idiom satirizes those who spoil things by
excessive enthusiasm.
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Every shot hits the bull’s eye

In the Spring and Autumn pericd, Yang Youji of the

Chu State was good at shooting. Someone chose three leaves from a willow tree and marked them “one,

two, three”. Then he asked Yang Youji to shoot them. So Yang Youji shot at them from one hundred
steps, and the first arrow shot the  “one” leaf, the second shot the “two” leaf, the third shot the “three”
leaf.

It means acting with absolute certainty and doing without failure.

ENRES

RRELXERIRALRE, SEARPEE, A—-F 08T M ATEA TAE 7 —
BWARER L s BEZBBHANAE, RESTT FH40 . AAERES, H A HE R,
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Joy and sorrow, parting and reunion

After Su Shi, the famous literati of the Song
Dynasty, took up the official career, he often had
to leave his family. On one Mid-Autumn Festival,
he drank alone, When he saw the moon in the sky,
homesick feeling rose of itself. He wrote: People
may have sorrow or joy, be near or far apart. The
moon may be dim or bright, wax or wane. This
has been going on since the beginning of time.
May we all be blessed with longevity. Though far
apart, we are still able to share the beauty of the
moon together.

It refers to the vicissitudes of life.
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To leave one’s native place

The famous dramatist Ma Zhiyuan of the Yuan Dyn-
asty told the story in one of his dramas about the imperial concubine of the Han Dynasty. She was deeply
loved by the king of the Han, but the king of the Northern Land demanded her to be his wife. The king of
the Han Dynasty had no choice, but to agree. When they gave her a farewell dinner at the Baling Bridge,
the king of the Han reprimanded one of the ministers, “We could only let a woman marry the person who
was born in the Northern Foreign Land when we faced a threat. And she has to bear the pain of leaving
home. You should bear it too.” Later the imperial concubine jumped into the river and killed herself.

It describes leaving home against one’s will.
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Have no alternative but
to join the Liangshan rebels

Liangshan used to be the base of peasant rebel forces
beginning from the Northern Song Dynasty. Legend has it
that in early 1119, the insurgent peasant armies led by
Song Jiang were once stationed here. Qutlaws of the
Marsh written by Shi Nai’an tells stories about heroes
like Lin Chong, Wu Song and Lu Zhishen, who were so
oppressed by officials that they could not but join the
Liangshan Mountain rebels.

Be driven to rebel; be compelled to act desperately.
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The disease has attacked the vital organs

The medical skill of Bian Que was brilliant. Once he wanted to visit the king of the Qi State. He
said the king was ill and tried to persuade him to be cured. The king didn’t believe his words. Later,
Bian Que went to persuade him twice more. He still wasn’t convinced. The last time, Bian Que said
nothing to him when he saw him. The king felt strange, so he asked Bian Que why he didn’t try to per-

suade him to be cured. Bian Que said, “Your illness can be cured in the beginning, Now the disease has
attacked the vitals. There is no way to cure you.” Soon, the king of the Qi State died.
It refers to be ill beyond cure.
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Al m,
Not to seek a deep understanding
The pastoral poet Taoc Yuanming described a person who liked quietness and disliked riches and
honor in “The Story of Mr. Five Willow”. This person planted
five willow trees in front of his house, so he called himself
“Mr. Five Willow”. He liked reading, but he didn’t seck to un-
derstand the meaning of every word, He only stuck to under-
stand the meaning that the books contained. Every time he
drank with his friends, he enjoyed himself to the full. In fact it
was the real portrayal of Tao Yuanming himself. It expressed the
freedom and ease of his mind.
It later refered to a person who is content with superficial

understanding when reading.
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To regard human life as wild grass

A king of the Han Dynasty let Jia Y1 hold the post

of teaching Liu Ji. Jia Yi said, “Studying no doubt is im-~

portant, but the more important thing is to be an upright man. Zhao Gao taught the second king of the Qin

Dynasty the cruel law, so the second king of the Qin Dynasty became a cruel king. Was he bom cruel?

The basic reason is that his teacher didn’t lead him the right way, What he learnt is to put people to

death at the slightest pretense.”

It refers 10 a ruler who slaughters people indiscriminately.
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Every bush and tree looks like an enemy

In 383, the king Fu Jian attacked the Eastern Jin
Dynasty. He was defeated in Feishui. The army of the Ea-
stern Jin Dynasty was stationed on the Bagong Moun-
tain. Fu Jian stepped onto the city walls, and he saw the
grass and trees on the Bagong Mountain floating. He tho-
ught they were all soldiers of the Jin Dynasty, so he be-
came very scared. Soon, Jin’s army defeated Fu Jian.

It refers to a person who is in a state of imaginary

fear.
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To stand out in a crowd or rise above the common herd

Mencius respected Confucius very much. He called him “Sage”. Once, Gongsun Chou, one of his

students, asked Mencius: “Teacher, are you a sage?” Mencius answered: “Even Confucius doesn’t dare

to be called ‘Sage’, How dare 17" So Gongsun Chou mentioned several names of virtuous persons, and

he asked Mencius to compare them. Mencius said;  “Kylin and beasts, phoenix and birds, Tai Mountain

and hills, sea and stream, each pairs belong to one kind. But they are different. The former goes far be-

yond the latter.”
It refers to the person who is out of the ordinary.
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To beat the grass and unintentionally frighten
away the snake hidden there
Wang Lu, a county magistrate of the Tang Dy-
nasty, not only took bribes and bent the law, but also
extorted people's money. So his subordinates imitated
him one after another. Someone wrote a complaint
which exposed his secretary’s crimes. Wang Lu saw
the records then he wrote eight words on it. The mean-
ing of the eight words was: aithough you exposed a-
gainst my secretary, you reminded me too,
To alert the opposite party through carelessness.
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Dripping water wears through rock

When Zhang Chengya held the post of the county magistrate of Chongyang County, he found theft

was rampant there. So he determined to rectify it. One day, he saw an official, who managed the mo-

ney-house of yamen, steal a coin from the money-house, so he caught him and interrogated him. But the
official refused to confess his faults, and criticized Zhang’s incompetence. Zhang Chengya was very an-
gry and said, “one coin a day, a thousand days a thousand coins. A rope can cut down a wood. The drip-
ping water wears holes in stone.” Finally he put the official to death. Theft crimes was effectively con-
tained.

Constant effort, minor as it is, will lead to success.
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Dongshi in imitation of the famous beauty Xishi

The famous beauty Xishi, who lived in the State of
Yue at the end of the Spring and Autumn Period, often
kept her hands on her stomach and frowned to soothe
her pain. Dongshi thought it was the air of mela-
ncholy that made Xishi beautiful, so she imitated Xishi’s
way of frowning, with the result that she looked uglier
than before.

Imitating others regardless of one’ s own cendition

makes one look ridiculous,
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To play the lute for a cow
1t is said that there was a musician, who liked

playing the lute very much. One day he went for a walk along the countryside. He saw a cow eating the
grass, and the scenery was very beautiful. So he played the lute for the cow. Although the music was very
pleasant to listen to, the cow didn "t notice it. The musicians was very disappointed and left.

It means to attempt to explain truths to a person who doesn’t know truths and now it is also used as 2

gibe at one who speaks without taking his audience into account.
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To prescribe medicine for a
patient according to his illness

Hua Tuo is the most famous doctor in the pe-
riod of the Fastern Han, Once, two patients came
to see him. Their symptoms were similar. Hua Tuo
asked about their illness, and then wrote out pre-
scriptions. They found their prescriptions were dif-
ferent, so they asked him. Hua Tuo laughed and
said: “Although your symptoms are similar, the
causes are not the same, so the prescriptions are
different.” ‘

Give the right prescription for an illness; to

take effective measures according to objective re-
alities and concrete problems.
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Fail to build a mound for
want of one final basket of earth
A man wanted to build a wall. Every day
he was very busy in building it. The wall be-
came higher and higher, but he gave up when it

fell short of one final basket of earth. Ultimately the wall wasn’t completed.

To fall short of success for lack of a final effort.
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In a melon patch or under a plum tree
Don’'t lace your shoes in a melon

patch; don’t adjust your cap under a plum
tree, to avoid being suspected of stealing.
One should treasure his reputation. Don’t do
anything to arouse suspicion.

This idiom is used to describe the cir-
cumstances or surroundings that will easily

arouse suspicion.




