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I . How to Write Characters Well?

If you want to write a character well, first, look
carefully at the structure of the character and pay attention to
each component’s size and distance; second, only by proper
strokes can you write a character well; third, pay attention to
the strokes number, length, shape, direction and position, etc.
in order to write every stroke properly. The horizontal stroke
should be level and the vertical stroke upright; longer strokes
should be written longer and shorter strokes should be
shorter; the distance between strokes should be symmetrical;
fourth, the size of each character should be the same

regardless of simple characters or complicated ones.

C.
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II. The Strokes

Strokes are the smallest units of Chinese characters,
and there are eight basic strokes

(1) (Horizontal stroke) example characters:

— (one) — (two)

(2) (Vertical stroke) example characters:
T (dry) 1 (ten)

(3) (Left-falling stroke) example characters:
J\ (eight) A (human)

(4) (Right-falling stroke) example characters:
K (sky) K (big)

(5) (Dot stroke) example characters:
/N (small) F (main)

(6) (Rising stroke) example characters:
> (practice) T (beat)

(7) (Turning stroke) example characters:

E (already) 5 (bow)
(8) (Hook stroke) example characters:
F (at; of; in) 7K (water)
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Table of the Namgs of the Strokes of Chinese

Characters

stroke

name

Example

héng

(Horizontal stroke)

shu
%
(Vertical stroke)

pié
i3
(Left-falling stroke)

ping pié
T
(Level left-falling stroke)

shu pig
B
(Vertical left-falling stroke)

héng zhé pié
BT
(Horizontal and turned
left-falling stroke)

K &

héng zhé zhé pié
BT
(Horizontal and turned twice
left-falling stroke)
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pi& zhé zhé pis

AR

stroke)

(Left-fallen and turned twice left-falling

na
%

(Right-falling stroke)

N

ping nd
P
(Level right-falling stroke)

&

dian
(Dot stroke)

zud didn
pisy =)
(Left dot stroke)

ot

chang didn
Kl
(Long dot stroke)

pié dian
(Left-falling dot stroke)

zhé (héng zhé)
Pr(BEdm)

(Tuming stroke)

shu zhé
B4
(Vertical turning stroke)

pié zhé
figeHr
(Vertical turning stroke)

op
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shu wan
L e v
(Vertical curving stroke)

héng zhé wan

1 K]

(Horizontal, turned curving
stroke)

5
=

ti
E' Y

— £ K

(Rising stroke)

shu ti
y 37 m K

(Vertical rising stroke)

héng zhé ti

1 e

(Horizontal, turned rising
stroke)

¥ iE

gou (shu gou)
] iy (4h) ~+ F
(Hook stroke)

héng gou
— Rty

(Horizontal hook stroke)

p
4

wan gou
) B
(Curved hook stroke)

S
=y

(5%
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xié gou
R
(Oblique hook stroke)

—

wo gbu
Bl
(Laid hook stroke)

héng zhé gou (1)
T (D)
(Horizontal, turned hook stroke)

héng zhé gou (2)
BT (2)

(Horizontal, turned hook stroke)

héng zhé wan gou (1)
TS Q)
(Horizontal, turned, curved hook
stroke)

héng zhé wan gou (2)
BT 4 (2)
(Horizontal, turned, curved hook
stroke)

héng zhé xié gou
B Rl
(Horizontal, turned, oblique
hook stroke)

iy

héng zhé pié wan gou
BEYTHES B
(Horizontal, turned, left-fallen,
curved hook stroke)

BA




b = A - S
héng zhé zheé zhé gou
? T 7/ Bk
(Horizontal, turned twice hook stroke)
shu wan gobu
A L W
(Vertical and curved hook stroke)
shu zhé zhé gou
L AT oI
(Vertical, turned twice hook stroke)
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IlI. The Stroke Order

22 ) is the order of strokes observed in calligraphy. The
common rules are:

(1) Write the horizontal stroke before the vertical one

+ shi

(2) Write the left-falling stroke before the right-falling
one /\ Dbd

(3) Write the up side before the down side — er

(4) Write the left side before the right side 1~ rén
(5) Write the outside before the inside F yong
(6) Write the middle before the other two sides

K shu
(7) Write the inside before the sealing H mu
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IV. Basic Structural Parts of
Chinese Characters

Most of the Chinese characters consist of the basic
structural parts. It’s important to remember them when
studying Chinese characters. The following is a table of
the basic structural parts of them to help you study

Chinese characters well.

name shape example
liing dian shuf )y i
P K /
ta b&o gai — =
FTFH &
yan zi pang Ny W
EyE ks
chdng zi pdng S
] #5% }’
san kuangr It
—HE)L L
{"wm&ﬁ
2
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[l ddo pdng )
% ! §
téng zi kuang &l
AITE ]
ba zi téu AN A
A=
ba zi di Ty
e N
you zZi di *
T A
shi zi téu w
2k +
jin Zi pang £
JTEF ﬁ "
cdo zi téu
- pia
o
da zi téu %z
K7 N
da zi di Ea
KT 7~
xi(jjt\) ; ;:)u ‘ » %
zhut zi téu & =
Rk g
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X1 Zi tou

P sk - *
el
dan %jl ;ﬁéng ’f i
bao é‘;%dng /,] ]
shﬁJn ;‘iéu L s
ShéSJ glz %c’mg Lh X
shu(‘jr%z zru% di o P
shué;;}r\é)n%péng ’lf 5
fan q};?g %pdng Z) I

é, kY
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Chéz,; zi?p%c’mg i 5
kéuDzi?pggng I I
k([“;u ;l}%ﬂ o P
jin zi pang r], i,
5%
fiEe i "
fan }va(ejr; 7;rtagzémg 6; W
yuéﬁ z% p%dng H e
(2
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si zl téu i
P 3k i
min zi di A
L5 =
jin zi pdng /% 4
BFF
hé mu pdng A
RARFE %
bai zi téu .
% = =
bai zi pang )
=R A
nido zi pang : ¥
nido zi di 8 %
55 5
ydng zi téu “r s
sk =
zhi zi di <
akE £
1IEFE
r zi pang B
0755 B
n zi téu =)
H 3k \ad i
(13}



