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Introduction

When learning Chinese, the first and most important thing for foreigners is to
pronounce their words correctly. It’s also one of the most difficult aspects. Correct
pronunciation is directly related to one’s listening and speaking ability. Focusing
on this aspect simultaneously will improve one’s Chinese. This is a book on Chinese
pronunciation designed for foreign learners. It will help students grasp Chinese
pronunciation better and more quickly avoiding detours, form good pronunciation
habits, and lay a solid foundation for further study.

Having accumulated much experience on Chinese language teaching, and having
surveyed 1246 foreign students from 45 countries with special attention to pronunciation,
we started to compile this book in April 2002. After three years, the book is finally
ready to be placed before learners. Thus, our wish has been realized.

This book benefits from the latest achievements in scientific research on tones
and lays emphasis on tones teaching and practice.

In the process of compiling this book, we fully considered its acceptability and
followed the “students-centered” rule, which entails making concise explanations
and giving more practice. This book involves various exercises, ranging in style and
content, so that learners will find it helpful and stimulating.

This book has two volumes: “Basic Study”’and“Advanced Study”. “Basic Study”
is an elementary pronunciation course for beginners, which mainly explains the
general knowledge of Chinese pronunciation. It consists of 9 units: The Tones and
the Simple Finals, the Initials, the Compound Finals, the Nasal Finals, the Changes
of Tones, the Neutral Tone, the r-Ending Retroflexion, the Changes in the Pronunciation
of “*T” , and Intonation. Jingles, riddles, poems etc., are used as exercise materials.
There are after-class self-test exercises attached to each unit for students to practice
by themselves after class.

“Advanced Study”is for the foreigners who have learned Chinese for more than
six months. It lays emphasis on differentiation, covering all the difficult points of

Chinese pronunciation. It consists of 11 units: Differentiation of Syllables, Differen-
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tiation of Tones, Differentiation of Initials with Similar Pronunciation (— ), Differ-
entiation of Initials with Similar Pronunciation (=), Differentiation of Initials with
Similar Pronunciation (=), Differentiation of Simple Finals with Similar Pronunci-
ation, Differentiation of Compound Finals with Similar Pronunciation, Differentiation
of Nasal Finals with Similar Pronunciation, Differentiation of the Neutral Tone and
the Changes in the pronunciation of “*F[”, Differentiation of the r-Ending Retroflex-
ion, and Prose Reading. Common words, sentences and short articles etc. are used as
exercise materials. There are after-class self-test exercises attached to each unit for
students to practice by themselves after class.

The “Basic Study” book includes an appendix section explaining the rules of
Chinese pronunciation. There are: The Words with “—" Whose Tone Changes, the
Words with  “/A”  Whose Tone Changes, the Words that Must Be Read in a Neutral
Tone, the r-Ending Retroflex Words, and a Table of Combinations of the Initials,
Finals and Tones in Chinese. Learners will also find the answers to exercises
attached to the lessons, comprehensive exercises, and after-class self-test exercises,
for teachers and students to use them as a reference. The “Advanced Study” book
also contains the answers to the lessons-related exercises, comprehensive exercises,
and after-class self-test exercise.

There is also an accompanying CD recorded in standard Chinese. Learners could
read after the CD or use it to practice by themselves after class.

We would like to thank some foreign friends: Su Wenlong (TEDDY ROBIN),
Anu’er, Li Yue’e, Zhou Zheming, Liyun and Li Jiaying who translated the new
words in the short articles used in this book. We are also grateful to Ms Yan
Shengnan of Peking University Press and the leaders of the College of Advanced
Chinese Training at Beijing Language and Culture University for their support and
help.

There should be some mistakes and oversighs due to the compilers’ limited

ability. We welcome advice and suggestions from readers and experts.

He Ping
September 30",2005
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Lesson One The Tones and the Simple Finals

BEMWREF:

1. BEPEETNFAERERHEIN LR, ma(),

.U BRETH,ERBMNE Y, REANESEE 0 LML,
yT (4<) YU(’),

3.UBREDN, ZEERAME w, 0 wi(E),

—. iViBH 4 15 The 4 Tones in Chinese

PUEA DR FEAVEE ; B 08 b T AR TR A e B, vl e 44 S a4~ 98
25 P BHAE | L (shang) i Ml 2 /i Gefr«pd ", JRE— W« B EE R ic ik 7ok
Fow

a 4 a a
1T — 15 5 55 56 5
%
&
47 w ek
.
37 3
2 A 2 R
11 11
g o =7 EAIY

M7 RIS A B

Figure showing the tones
200 2+ DUTR R R IR, Al LA SR — P fRT A s 7, 38 R AR T 2 A
PR, S DU RS SR AR B, 1A T o AR o ] DIAE 7 AR A —
gﬂ ,5%%“_‘[%—” ,Eé“fﬁﬁ” ;?E“}I‘”“lg%”’ﬁfﬂilgéﬂ ’%,?L,“ﬂ‘” ’ﬁ%“ﬁ%no



WBEEHRE - EHE
I 2 ) U A TR A 23

a (@) —A ) AU — ak)
15 1 5% 5% 5%
4% 4% K 4% 447
3 3 3t 3
2 A% P2 2K 2 2PIE P2 Ik
7{%

1A% 1% 11k k1%

B oy s S

M R B i

Figure showing the real pronunciation of 4 tones
UL 0 DA P, G T R AR R TE e, B S R, AR
FH“AE A7 o AR5 T b, 055 B =7 9 S S - 7

—. NER 8 NEEE KA The 8 Simple Finals and the Tones in Chinese

FAFY BRI B OT A e my R ) R i i DU B R R T T O
RS AN TR STV =i R | e ATy =53 R e SN - L1 ke 2 s 120 S e Y 1 9]
)z c.s Ml zh .ch sh.r —igs:,

1. &G EREA 74 : a.0.e.i.u.0.6

2. WG HICEWA 14, er

TAH o E R BRI .

a[A]
o

iy Ja

THBRPYBHEEEME
Diagram illustrating the tongue position of the seven simple finals in Chinese



F—IR FAFEMBHLE

(—) HEITH BB
1. a[A]
a 2R R R E R,
TE IR R

a (M) a (W) a (W) & (TR

2. 0 [o]
OPRYEE S N RS
TR RS T

o (M) o (M) 6 (M) o (M)

3. e[¥]
e &b mBEtE, ol e WDE AT E R, 5 & ARE .
TR, TR M

e (M) e (&) e (I§) e (#Hh)

4.1 [i]
EF R R R A E TR A TR .,
TH IR, RN

yio () yi () yi (&) yi (&)

5. U [u]

U B RE R U B DX R R AT, AR R AL IR
J&o WE U AR, AR u T w,

T BRI, R O

wa (J2) wu () wa (&)  wu ()

6. U [y]

U R H = B, O R u B IO i T ALERT, e i AR . U R i
DO AU E RIS, 5 & ANRE, R O 3B e, 278 0 /iy, FE2 O
T T A
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TR, I .
ya (i) yu (iF) ya (ffi) yu (E)

7. € [€]
& B PR BB TESLPRPpF S A H] &, M H] e 10
T R, TR
(%K) & (5) é (50 e (5

D!

(=) s ITE A
er []
er BEEH PR, er NMRAEEPIE, BT,
T BRI, VR O

er ér (H) ér (JL) ér ()

%2l

Comprehensive Exercises

— . B¥B KA The Simple Finals and the Tones

(—) MEE
1. TR, v X A A PR B
a-o-e o-¢€ e—-o0
i—u-2u u—i-2a U-—u-—i
e—er-=¢& er—-e—-¢& € -e—er

2. AT TR A SRR
(1) (2) (3) (4) (5) (6) (7) (8)

(=) 7
1A R, R X AT AN
(1)a-a-a6-a G-a-a-4a



d—-a-a-4a
(2)0-6-0-0

6-0-0-06
3)e-é-¢é-¢

eE-e-€e-¢
(4) yr—yi =yl =i

yi = yi =yl —vyi
(5) wd — wu — wl— wu

wU — wu — wl — wu
(6) yu —yu -yl - yu

yd — yu — yu — yd
(1)é-&-&-8

E-8-8-6
(8) ér — ér — ér — er

er —er — ér — ér

F—IR FAFEMBHLE

a-a-4a-a
0-0-0-0
0-0-0-0
e-€é-¢e-¢
e-é-¢e-=8
yi = yT =yl = yi
yi =yl —yi =i
wuU — wi — wu— wu
wu — wl — wu — wa
yd — yl — yu — yu
yu — yu — yu — yu

~

e —8& -

D>
D

D!

E-&-6&-
ér — ér — er— ér
er — ér — ér — éer

2. T WA R R O bR AR SR =R T AT

(e (2)a (3)a

(4) yu (5)er

(6)wu (7)yi (8)o0

3. iEH VT AE R S PR IR R R R

(1)Shi | bushi ; shi , bushi .
(2) Shi , bu shi ; shi , bashi |
(3) Shi , bua shi ; shi , bushi .
(4)Shi  , bu shi ; shi , bushi .
(5)Shi  , bushi ; shi , bushi .
(6) Shi  , bu shi ; shi , bushi .

4. T W R ) FE R IR RS AR SRR B

(1) Shim (%), bashim  (Z);shim  (BF), bushim  (#).
(2) Shib__ (¥%), bu shib (Bo);shib  (ff), bashib  (BE).
(3) Shig (%), bushig (¥);shig  (#), bushig ().
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(4)Shi (&), bushi  (f); shi  (B), bushi  (5).
(5)Shi_ (&), bashi_ (#F); shi_ (&), bashi__ (5).
(6) Shi  (iF), bushi  (Wi); shi_ (fa), bushi ().

—. M&id Disyllabic Words
1 AE R, R PR T U0 PFE

ayi (BT i) eyu (Buis) yayT (FRAX)
yubdo (R) wuyi (RRZ0) eyl (ff)

2. WS T R B SRR R IR RS LR
(1) (2) (3) (4) (5) (6)

|

i

P

il

3. il PR S =R RS

(1) eyu (2) wuyi  (3) yuyi (4) eyu (5) ayi (6) yubo
i*Ja B W &
After Class Self-test Exercises

—. BEiR BB Exercises on Monosyllabic Words

(—) LWL FE R F WA A5 W E L Please listen and write down the

simple finals on the right of each monosyllabic word
LW ) 2.2(00) 3.8 ) 4. 5 (
5K (C ) 6. () 7.8 ()

(=) EA W AR 06 LA 75 . Please listen and mark the tones on

the top of each monosyllabic word

Iy
~
&

L#g 2.1 3. H 4. 18 5. % 6.
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—. WEFRBMM Exercises on Disyllabic Words
(—) g B W A8 A Al A 0 5 B Please listen and write down the
simple finals on the right of each disyllabic word
1. 51 ( ) ( ) 2. Frteg ( ) ( ) 3. FAX ( ) )
4. /B ) C ) 5 ZC ) ) 6. PR () ()

785 ) C )

(=) TG U7 384 18 L 5 Fn i 7 Please listen and mark the tones on
the top of each disyllabic word

1. A 2. /Y 3. HHE 4. 5 5. -+ 6. £F

7. RYE . KE 9 BY 10. HF 1. &2 12. 450k

13. A 14, Bt

4
bV

&
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Lesson Two The Initials

BEMWREF:

LIiREEHERETR, A5 LTEMNSJL(BESTERN), EaL
Kyt A FR A8, 40 bi(tk),

2.n A TERER u $F, XER O, H n M | BR U AEHIR, EEMFASILA
BEAREE, 20 nl( %) JU(£).

3.j g X AR uBF, RER OB, HjgxRUPERN, BB EENRS
JL, g0 ju (&) .qu(BL) xa(FF )

PR TS B9 A oi(H) "R By <7, BURA 21 b, AN A 7=
B AN ] 1) 5 AL A 5 T R DR E Y

WiEH 21 =8 K=  The 21 Initials and the Tones in Chinese
PUE Y 21 A7 B4 R B 5L AN R o] Loy B2
L. WEEA 34 : b.p.m
2. BN EAH 1A
3. HARHIEA 31 z.Cc.8
4, FRPER 44, d.t.nl
5. WRJEEH 44 zh ch.sh.r
6. WIHTEA 31 : .9.X
7. mWMWREA 34 g.k.h

(=) WEEH b.p.m
X AN REARE LR S A BT TR R L B AT AR
KT T AN ) 3 A



