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What Motivates the Spreading of a Language
Li Yuming

Abstract: The motive in a language’s spreading turns out to be the propelling force for
it. Different motives appear in different times for the spreading of a language in form of
military, religious, cultural or ideological causes. Sometimes, a reason functions unitarily,
but on most occasions,s compound reasons work together. Historically, culture and emigra-
tion were two main reasons to foster the spreading of Chinese language; while contempora-
rily, its major motivation comes from economy. By analyzing the diversified forms of Chi-
nese spreading in the past and at present, the author probes into the essence of its propel-
ling force and scarches for the ultimate cause of a language’s spreading and further for its
basic law. This study is theoretically intended to find out the reason of a language’s sprea-
ding, but is practically made to promote Chinese language’s globalization for the need of
the world.

Key words: Language spreading; Motive; Spreading of Chinese
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From Question to Theory or from Theory to Question
Cui Xiliang

Abstract: There are four basic angles of thinking for study in today’s academic circle:
from theory to question, from question to theory, from question to question, and from
theory to theory. A student of any field, whether in teaching Chinese to foreigners, inter-
national Chinese teaching, or linguistic research, should be equipped with a clear sense of
question as well as theory. The writer suggests that a study should be done from question to
theory, and employ theory to form right thinking before solving a question. The universali-
ty and generalizability of a theory can promote the solution to a series of questions. But for
the motivation of a question, a study cannot gain its vitality. Only when it is geared by a
powerful theory can a question’s study go more profoundly.

Key words: Thinking in study; Theory; Question
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A Study on the Pattern-Designing Principles
and Strategies of Sustainable Development of

Confucius Institutes in Africa
(Kenya)Sa Dequan

Abstract: Diversity and unevenness mark the traits of Confucius Institute ’ s
development pattern all over the world. Even though it is not easy to set up a uniform mode
for all institutes, it is feasible, under the general guidance of the headquarter of Confucius
institutes, to form a developmental pattern for an individualized institute with regional
characteristics on the theoretical ground of sociology, psychology and linguistics if the op-
eration is guaranteed by fundamental principles of international Chinese language teaching.
The author points out the cardinal principle for the sustainable development of Confucius
institutes in Africa after studying the device as well as the strategy for their building and
development.
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