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INTRODUCTION I

INTRODUCTION

The purpose of an idiom dictionary is to explain precisely the
meaning of idioms and metaphors and their uses, so that the user
may make full use of them in speaking or writing to express an idea
more succinctly and eloquently. A number of Chinese idiom diction-
aries of different kinds have already appeared on the market, but
when the student of Chinese meets with certain problems in the
course of writing or studying the language, they are of little help.
For instance, he may wish to use an idiom to express an idea,
describe a condition, an event or a situation but does not know if
any such idiom exists, or he may have an idiom which he can use but
is not satisfied with and wishes to find a few others with similar or
allied meaning with which to replace it. Again, he may wish to
substitute a hackneyed or stale idiom with another, but is unable to
think of any. Existing idiom dictionaries will be of little assistance
in such cases, for what is needed is a list of synonymous idioms
readily available for reference, consultation, choice and use. The
present dictionary is compiled in view to meet these needs. Thus the
3,000- odd idioms collected here are classified according to their
meanings, implied or otherwise, and listed under different subject
headings. By finding the appropriate subject heading, the user can
obtain a number of idioms to choose from, as well as bilingual



il INTRODUCTION

explanations and translation models.

The editors would like to extend their heartfelt thanks to all
those who provided their opinions, support, encouragement and
help—especially to Zhou Xiangwen, Chen Xiaoman and Li Yuan.

The editors



s3] v

A=A

A A MW 3000 K EAE AHRIERE, EFAE—F2¥ AN
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AWM LKA 20 % (F), A%, £7F. AWE. £%X
ARETY, BEHYAULRE, EMEAHMAEEEL, FEATHH
AXMERAEY - RFIRIE. FEAREHFREHT. XEFX.
REBX X ENBHEAY., EEMTCGENBEIYREFHAEEY
XU, FEFXEERFHRIEHHL.

AW “QREE”. “LXREE” S, FRUHE ‘i E
XEG” By, HA R % SRS EEE 7 E TR
WA,

BHERU—FRIBREE-AEE, EX0AMKIET A,
MEEERY “QRALE” PERBEAXBKNE X (), RE
HW “GXHH”, RESWEESMFENARAL, Bl BEARAET
FIRIEFIR., BB EHRRIE. fln. RER LK “A®”
WG, BLARTUEES “FAEE” PH-KE5 “SE” HX2?
BRE K, B “BTE  FH BB THEABEARKR. #42FH
H “pREE” ETAE, HEEFE Q) FTHERAH “RE”, KEWE
WA 20 REARIEFRE - FRFENRIE. 7 —HEFHE
RIBW %, REENMN “2XFBEEXEY” #£ER “climate” |
“weather”, B HFEH2+/ 4), WETNLHEE L ¥,

EHEFLEFCAHA—LKRETH, EFLEAE SR XRFAEHE



\' JEER ST

WREUR LRI LEER, TEN “2RXRBE” RUAHTBHWE
W, WA RE —RFIB XA RE. flm. RAERE “BRFR” —4&
ARBA, EHFHFSE - LEXWRE, BLATEE “HREHY F
REZRBALTEXFEFATH, KEARNEX, WT LA “BFF
W EERLE “BRE Q) W “BRESR FAEAT, SHMAEX
W R IE LRI R,

H—SREERIFHAEANRESHTE, RFZREHATIL
M REFEZT.
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Guide to the Use of the Dictionary

This dictionary not only includes some 3,000 common Chinese
idioms, but also a fair number of colloquial sayings that have
become current usage in recent years.

The dictionary is composed of a text and four indexes. All
3,000 idioms are classified into 20 main categories. Each category
is further divided into a number of sections, each with a subject
heading. Under these headings are listed synonymous idioms with a
meaning consistent with the heading. All subject headings have
English translations, in the text each idiom is followed by its
phonetic transcription and an explanation of the idiom first in
English and then in Chinese. Finally, an example is given in both
Chinses and English. The explanations in English and Chinese are
short and to the point, and no interpretation of the Chinese
characters is supplied, nor is its origin or source traced. The
) examples given cover subjects of general topical interest.

For the convenience of readers, apart from the main categories
and subject headings, this dictionary provides an index of subject
headings in English.

How to find the right idiom

First look through the list of Main Categories of Classified

Idioms to see which one appears closest to the idea you wish to
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express, then find the corresponding category number in the list
Idioms Classified According to Subject Headings in Chinese. Check
through to find the subject heading closest to your meaning. For
example, for an idiom describing certain aspects of weather,
Ca,tegory 19 Time, Space, Quantity is the nearest category and 19
(4) climate, weather is the subject heading under which some 20
idioms are listed giving descriptions of different weather conditions.
Another approach would be to use the Index of Idiom Subject
Headings in English in alphabetical order by looking directly for
“climate” or “weather” and one would also find 19(4) (i.e. Main
Category 19, Subject Heading (4)).

When an idiom you know fails to satisfy your need,
synonymous ones for comparison or choice may be found by looking
directly under the known idiom entry, or by using the Index, you
can find this idiom in the text. This will give you the category and
subject heading under which you will find your idiom together with
its synonyms. For example, supposing you know the idiom jian chi
bu yu (MEFFA), meaning persistent, but you want another one.
First look in the index, then consult the text and you will find this
idiom is in Category 5, Subject Heading(3). Therefore you will find
all its synonyms under Category 5, Subject Heading(3). More than
one page number indicates that the idiom appears under several
different subject headings.
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— AZ  Human Life 1 1
— 4% Circumstances and Conditions of Life 4 31
= A% People 6 57
g 5/ Affections 9 78
F. &3 Cultivation of Character 12 110
N ffE Moral Excellence 15 138
+ E&4fT Evil Doings, Wicked Acts 17 163
J\ Bryg Political Affairs 20 191
. ZEZHE Military Affairs 23 222
+ B  Legal Matters 25 244
+— % Economics, Finance 27 266
+= #%F - x¥ Education, Art, Literature 29 282
= #kA% Social Intercourse 32 316
+PM &1 Speech and Discussion 35 350

+H BE - WE
Deliberations, Opinions, Observations 38 371
+75 - THZA  Situation, Trends, State of Affairs 41 401
+t+ £% -%3 Administration, Management 43 430
+/0 Xt3riEmE  Opposites 47 463
+Ju HHE - Z508] - &2 Time, Space, Quantity 50 493
- Z22%  Miscellaneous 53 527
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2 T 8 BT a# 11 ATEg, LHER 14
HBEFR 8 TR FF 11 LHEEE 14
BHhERG 8 K Thir iR 11 HTFHRE, ETRE 14
BRAZT, Hsa 8 wWRZH) 12 BRE 14
BRI 8 Eaip ] 12 feAMmX 15
M 4 8 Ea il 12 IR, Gt 15
MHEEEE 8 R B 12 LS 15
ES P 8 BINITH 12 SRR 15
W 33 honour 8 B MRS 12 e 15
SlLA kR 8 BEERL 15
K FRAG 9 (6)BITE #0518 15
HEFRIER 9 future prospects A 5 15
Kk & 9 AR 15
SR AT 9 WATIZXAR RJET R 15
BFHEL, BTFWE 9 a bright future 12 L anse 16
WAy 9 KEAH 12 Pl 16
WE & seek fame 9 gy, 12 BEEE 16
FRED 9 BEE 12
W T 9 MR 13 (8) & - "5
W B 9 WETE 13 sorrow, grief
Britk 45 10 [ Fopee-:]

I A% B9 10 a hopeless future 13 PPN 16
BT #& unknown 10 EREH, AWEIT 13 Lain Tl 16
BREAE 10 g5 AR 13 T AmBE 16
BB M 10 HE®RZT 13 A EE 16
ikt v 10 ER T 13 PIRRZ 98 16
TN 10 G5 IR B 13 DHRBE Sy, EREGE
To# el 10 W& FFHIT2 each goes 16
TE LR 10 his own way 13 1) R YT L. 16
LN v 10 RIEL NZ B 13 it 17
SriEE 13 F T4 17

(5) Thék - THF BRI 14 Kk 17
merits, achievement H I M5k 14 P 17
Rz F A 14 S 5L s 17

— 152 10 FEREHH 14 A B 17
RA[BER 11 RABL 14 % BEFL R 17
DHURAE 11 SCHRIERE 17
T BB 11 (DhEE - i RNLEFE 17
O Thas 11 worry, anxiety SRk 17
RFLh 11 R 515 18
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— BAREY 21 TR 24
(9) L - R secu- IME—H 21 BRI, WAELER 24
rity, peace of mind gggﬂgﬁi 21 YA 25
G 21 AR 25
D HRIE 18 J&E X 21 Eﬁif%gﬂ 25
H A 18 BARY 2
TR 18 BT AE I 21 (12) #7F survival
ﬁnﬁiﬁi 18 %Jﬁ?—%?ﬁl 21
BERZ . W22 18 JLE IR 21 JUFE—4 25
A A% 15 MaEAR 22 RZH 25
Hige—f 18 RBahE 22 HEFERETS 25
R O 22 FRZM, FEMAME 25
BT 19 SELL: 25
FFoth 19 ADRHE - WA R &kE 26
Py~ 19 calamity, disaster K i 26
BRZ2 - FEE S 26
insecurity , uneasiness PSP 22 RAESE 26
19 L2 A 22 B 26
£ EATF 19 FKAE AR 22 “agbig 26
AABETE 19 KR AW 22 BT 26
MAREFEE 19 ZM R 22 RRALFE 26
MR R 19 TEE¥EE 22 st 26
ey 19 FRHT B 23 BAEEE
R 2 19 W&t 23 brevity of life 26
BiEWE 23 AN 0% 26
EBRR 1
B mg; zg PR E 23 NEHE 27
R 20 R B 23 BRI R 27
WRiIge ok, BREuh@E 23
- RS m 23 (13) FET- death
(10)5;@ bl & B ET5 23
anger, risk AT 23 — I I 27
ESisp g 24 —EARH 27
AR, B/ETFT 20 KRIZR 24 A1 27
AW E S 20 BENE, |ARIT 24 =K FsE 27
A ASE 20 WA RAT 24 A IERFG 27
fatEB sy 20 M H 24 HFER b 27
&4 250 20 HMABEE 24 HEFEF TS 27
fEEFTZR 20 BMTA 24 HFE Ik 28
ﬁz‘.*ﬂlﬂﬁ 20 FEHA 24 AR 28
BETfE 20 FEFITR AR 24 FEAELH 28
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FETFIEdr 28 poverty stricken 31 B TR 34
FEAR AR 28 FRGEK # 31 Wi T5 34
FEBAFR 28 AR R DL 31 LA 35
WFELK 28 el 31 AR 35
LIRS 28 R4 31 W FaFR 35
mERE 28 RAE VK 31 FEFEE 35
FKEATL: 28 BE B n4E 31 BERS A 35
ER 1A =] 28 A4k I BE 31 MEBRIRER
HAEMWE 29 PR 31 live in retirement 35
B KT 29 et apanl 32 RSB 35
e R AR 29 LA 32 ATE 35
Hitt kg 29 LS 32 AWER 35
FHRIE 29 i 32 LAk 35
EHELE 29 EIRA G 32 FREEH 36
HERRT MEFE MR [ dk 8 4 36

self-destruction 29 comfortably-off 32 BRRE 36
AR 29 MEEZR 32 LS 36
BEZ N 29 ARHS 32 BMFELE make fun 36
BEUXT: 29 HHAR 32 EHVER 36
B i 29 ZJEHk 32 AR 36
Lk ER 30 T H AT 32 FERHTIE 36
KIEEEEM K 30 WAEFEEH well-to-do 33 YETR 36

S B #EE moribund 30 RE R 33
— B 30 PRTH R B 33 .

H#E 30 wmkKO 33 @ [ﬁb%zﬂ.ﬁ
e 30 i A 33 industrious and
A 30 PR S 33 hardworking
FEFEHEL 30 FEALE 33
15638 1 30 BARER 33 WAl it 36
LBIclFA 30 EXER 33 ARGZE 36
WMEFERE FETH 37
= HIE dissipated life 33 Vb 37
Circumstances and B % 33 Tasrs 37
" . R T 34 FAREE 37
Conditions of Llfe. RSk 34 T 5 37
FFEREK 34 FFEE 37
MEFRHX BRAEAFSE 34 B R 37
life styles ITLLES 34 (E957{E4% 37
W55 4TS idle life 34 LA I ETX A 37
WEFEFH A% EML 34 CEZ N 37
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BB 37 WA () 40 JiKT 44
Bk A 38 B R 40 BEEM 44
REGE 38 KRITBRR, BEERER R 44
EbgF 38 41 19538 TG KL 44
BT ARy 38 5] Bk Fo 55 41 B RIKER 44
e £ 38 MRIRFE 41 5 R T 45
HeI7Hh 38 FKHEIR 41 B 1L 45
HEKET 38 A=Y i 41 EJUEER] 45
RBUEH 38 HREIE 41 Hm{EE
Mk X F 8 38 PIARER 41 chance meeting 45
BE TOFBC P 39 WEF R 41 A 39 i 18 45
BEER 39 FRERK 41 FEHPRAE 45
B R 39 A 1L 1B 41 K AHIE 45
TR 39 HEA bR 42
R, TSR 39 BAET KB 42 (5) f#5& health
i e 39 kZE 42
iR 39 e BE AR 42 W58 4 strong 45
&g WX lodging 42 #0H- 45
leisure and comfort 39 SLEEZ M 42 FEH IR 45
— 3 ik 39 g K 42 #pR2ZEZE 45
TE— B 39 b 42 e 46
Wi lazy 40 eI 42 HRED 46
SHT - () WEHER HHRZ it 43 PRI 15 46
idle life 40 et LS| 43 MES weak 46
TIFIT K 43 REFHFE 46
. BRRH L 43 FERF R 46
(3):1'? thﬁ % d and TR 46
clothing, Tood an (4) HR4T travel FEAEE R 46
drink, lodging
AE ) EE 43 (6) 9% illness
M % clothing 40 MR 43
—H RH 40 FTEAER 43 R e ] 46
AERB 40 WYL 43 g NHE 47
VN 3L 40 R 4R 43 Yk Z 9% 47
ERERE 40 WERA 44 B 1% e 47
Vi s Eic):s 40 R T RE 44 R AAtS 47
WRER 40 RAAMb 44 fEEAY 47
HAREL 40 BB 44 PR Lp e 47
MRE food and drink 40 Rk 44 .00 A5 47



