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Chapter 1

CHAPTER 1

I was born in the year 1632, in the city of
York, of a good family. My father got a good es-
tate by merchandise, and leaving off his trade,
lived afterward at York where he had married my
mother. Relations were named Robinson, and
from whom I was called Robinson Cruson.

I had two elder brothers, one of which was
killed in a battle. What became of my second
brother I never knew any more than Father or
Mother did know what became of me.

Being the third son of the family., and not to
any trade, my head began to be filled very early
with thoughts. My father, who was very
ancient, had given me share of learning, as far as
house-education, and a country free-school gen-
erally went, and designed for the law; but I
would be satisfied with nothing but to go to sea,
and my inclination to this led me so strongly
against the will, or the commands of my father,
and against all the requests of my mother and

1



#Zkd Robinson Crusoe

other friends, that there seemed to be something
fatal in nature directly to the life of misery which
was to happen to me.

My father, a wise and grave man, gave me
serious excellent counsel against what he foresaw
was my design. He told me that this was the
state of life which all other people envied, that
kings had frequently the miserable consequences
of being born to great things, and wished they
had been placed in the middle of the two ex-
tremes. between mean and the great; that the
wise man gave his testimony to this as the just
standard of true happiness prays to have neither
poverty nor riches.

I was sincerely affected by this discourse, as
indeed who could be otherwise? And I decided
not to think of going abroad any more, but to
settle at home according to my father’s desire.
But a few days wore it all off; and in short, I de-
cided to run quite far away from him. However,
I did not act so neither, as my first heat of reso-
lution, but I took my mother, at a time when I
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Chapter 1

thought her a little more pleasant than ordinary,
and told her that my thoughts were so entirely
bent upon seeing the world, that I should never
settle to anything with enough resolution to go
through with it, and my father had better give
me his consent than force me to go without it.
This put my mother into a great passion. She
told me that she knew it would be to no purpose
to speak to my father upon any such subject; and
that he knew too well what was my interest to
give his consent to anything so much for my
hurt. My mother refused to move it to my fa-
ther, yet as I had heard afterwards, she reported
all the discourse to him. It was not until almost
a year after this that I broke loose. On the first of
September 1651, 1 went on board a ship bound
for London. Never did any young adventurer’s
misfortunes, I believe, begin sooner, or contin-
ued longer than mine. The ship was no sooner
gotten out of the Humber, but the wind began to
blow, and the sea to rise in a most frightful man-
ner; and as I had never been at sea before, 1 was
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most sick in body, and terrified in my mind. I
began now seriously to think upon what I had
done while the storm increased, and the sea,
which I had never been upon before, went very
high, though nothing like what I have seen many
times since; no, nor like what I saw a few days
later. But it was enough to affect me then, who
was but a young sailor, and had never known an-
ything of the matter. These wise and sober
thoughts continued all the time while the storm
continued, and indeed some time afterwards;
but the next day the wind stopped and the sea
calmer, and I began to be a little used to it. To-
wards night the weather cleared up, the wind
was quite over, and a charming fine evening fol-
lowed. The sun went down perfectly clear and
rose so the next morning; and having little or no
wind and a smooth sea, the sun shining upon it,
the sight was, as I thought, the most delightful
that ever I saw.

The sixth day of our being at sea we came

into Yarmouth. We were to come to an anchor ,
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Chapter 1

and here we lay, the wind continuing contrary,
at southwest, for seven or eight days, during
which time a great many ships from Newcastle
came into the same roads.

We had not however rid here so long, but
should have it up the river, but that the wind
blew too fresh; and after we had laid four or five
days., blew very hard. However. our men were
unconcerned, and not in the least of danger, but
spent the time in rest and fun; but the eighth
day in the morning, the wind increased. It blew
a terrible storm indeed, and I began to see terror
and amazement in the faces even of the seamen
themselves. During these first hurries, 1 was
stupid, lying still in my room., and couldn’t de-
scribe my tem per. 1 got out of my room, and
looked out; but such a sight I never saw. The
sea went mountains high, and broke upon us ev-
ery three or four minutes. When 1 could look
about » 1 could see nothing but distress round us.

Anyone may judge what a condition I must

be in? Who was but a young sailor, and who had
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been in such fright before at but a little. But if I
can express at this distance the thoughts 1 had
about me at that time, I was in more horror of
mind upon account of my former convictions,
and the having returned from them to the resolu-
tions I had taken at first, than I was at death it-
self; and these added to the terror of the storm,
putting me into such a condition, that I can by
no words describe it. But the worst had not
come yet. The storm continued with such fury,
that the seamen themselves they had never
known a worse. We had a good ship, but she
was deep loaded, and rocked in the sea, so that
the seamen every now and then cried out that she
would founder. In the middle of the night, and
under all the rest of our distresses, one of the
men cried out we had sprung a leak. At that
word. my heart, as I thought, died within me,
and I fell backwards upon the side of my bed
where I sat, into the room. However, the men
roused me, and told me, that I, who was able to
do nothing before, was as well able to pump as
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Chapter 1

others, at which I got up, and went to the pump
and worked very heartily. We worked on, but
the water was increasing in the hold. It was that
the ship would sink, and though the storm began
to calm a little, yet as it was not possible that
she could swim till we might run into a port, so
the master continued firing guns for help; and a
light ship, which had ridden out just ahead of
us, set a boat out to help us. It was with the
hazard that the boat came near us, but our men
cast them a rope over the stern, which they took
hold of with great labor and hazard, and we
hauled them close under our stern and all got in-
to their boat. It was to no purpose for us after
we were in the boat to think of reaching our own
ship, so we all agreed to let her drive and only to
pull her in towards shore as much as we could.
We were not much more than a quarter of an
hour out of our ship till we saw her sink, and
then I understood for the first time what was
meant by a ship sinking in the sea; I must ac-
knowledge I had hardly eyes to look up when the
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seamen told me she was sinking.

While we were in this condition, the men
yet laboring the oar to bring the boat near the
shore, we could see the shore, a great many peo-
ple running along the shore to assist us when we
should come near. We got in, and though not
without much difficulty got all safely on shore
and walked afterwards on foot to Yarmouth.

My ill fate pushed me on now with a deter-
mination that nothing could resist; and though I
had several times loud calls from my reason and
my more judgment to go home, yet I had no
power to do it. I knew not what to call this, nor
would I, that it was a secret decree that hurried
us on to be the instruments of our own destruc-
tion.

Having some money in my pocket, I
traveled to L.ondon by land; and there, as well
as on the road, had many struggles with myself,
what course of life I should take, and whether I
should go home, or go to sea.

As to going home, shame opposed the best
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motions that offered to my thoughts; and it im-
mediately came to me how I should be laughed at
among the neighbors and bring shame upon my
house.

I fell with the master of a ship who had been
on the coast of Guinea. Having had very good
success there, he decided to go again; and hear-
ing me say I had a mind to see the world. told
me if I would go the voyage with him, I should
be at no cost. I should be his messmate and his
companion.

I took the offer, and started into a strict
friendship with this captain who was an honest
and plain dealing man. 1 went the voyage with
him, and carried a small adventure with me.
This was the only voyage which 1 may say was
successful in all my adventures, and which I
owed to the integrity and honesty of my friend
the captain, under whom 1 also got a com petent
knowledge of the math and the rules of naviga-
tion, learned how to keep an account of the
ship’s course, and took an observation; and in
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short, to understand some things that were
needful to be understood by a sailor.

Yet even in this voyage 1 had my misfor-
tunes too. Particularly, I was continually sick.

I was now setting up for Guinea; and my
friend, to my great misfortune, died soon after
his arrival. 1 decided to go the same voyage
again., and 1 embarked in the same vessel with
one who was his mate in the former voyage, and
had now got the command of the ship. This was
the unhappiest voyage that ever man made. 1 fell
into terrible misfortunes in this voyage; and the
first was this, viz. our ship making her course
towards the Canary surprised in the grey of the
morning by a rover of Sallee giving chase to us
with all the sail she could make. He prepared to
attack us and came 60 men upon our decks, who
immediately fell to cutting and rigging. We hit
them with small shot, and such like, and cleared
our deck of them twice. However, to cut short
this sad part of our story, our ship being disa-
bled, and three of our men killed, and eight
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wounded, we were obliged to yield, and were
carried all prisoners into Sallee belonging to the
Moors.

The usage I had there was not so as at first |
apprehended, but I was kept by the captain of
the rover, as his proper prize, and made his
slave, being young and quick, and fir for his
business. At this surprising change of my cir-
cumstances from a merchant to a miserable
slave, I was perfectly upset; and now I looked
back upon my father’s speech to me, that I
should be miserable, and have none to me. But
this was but a taste of the misery I was to go
through, as will appear in the next part of this
story.

When my new patron or master went to
sea, he left me on shore to look after his little
garden, and do the common work of slaves about
his house; and when he came home again from
his cruise, he ordered me to lie in the room to
look after the ship.

After about two years an odd circumstance
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presented itself which put the thought of making
some attempt for my liberty in my head. My pa-
tron lay at home longer than usual, without fit-
ting out his ship, which, as I heard, was for
want of money. He used constantly, once or
twice a week, sometimes more, if the weather
was fair, to take the ship and go out into the
road; and as he always took me and a young
Maresco with him to row the boat, we made him
very merry, and I was very good in catching
fish; so much that sometimes he would send us
with a Moor, one of his kinsmen, to catch a dish
of fish for him.

This moment my former notions of deliver-
ance darted into my thoughts, for now I found I
was likely to have a little ship at my command;
and my master being gone, I prepared to furnish
myself, not for a fishing business but for a voy-
age; though I knew not, neither did I so much as
consider where I should, for anywhere to get out
of that place was my way.

When the boat was furnished with every-
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