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Personality is to man what per fume is to a flower.
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To other Europeans, the best
known quality of the British, and in
particular of the English, is “res-

erved”’. A reserved person is one
who does not talk very much to str-
angers, does not show much emotion,
and seldom gets excited. It is difficult
to get to know a reserved person: he
| never tells you anything about himself,
and you may work with him for years
without ever knowing where he lives, how many children he
has, and what his interests are. English people tend to be
like that.
Closely related to English reserve is English modesty.
Within their hearts, the English are perhaps no less conceited
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than anybody else, but in their relations with others they
value at least a show of modesty. Self-praise is felt to be
impolite. If a person is, let us say, very good at tennis and
someone asks him if he is a good player, he will seldom
reply “Yes,” because people will think him conceited. He
will probably give an answer like, “I'm not bad,” or “I think
I’'m very good,” or “Well, I’'m very keen on tennis.” Even if
he had managed to reach the finals in last year’s local
championships. he would say it in such a way as to suggest
that it was only due to a piece of good luck.

Since reserve and modesty are part of his own nature.
the typical English tends to expect them in others. He
secretly looks down on more excitable nations, and likes to
think of himself as more reliable than they are. He doesn’t
trust big promises and open shows of feelings, especially if
they are expressed in flowery language. He doesn’t trust self-
praise of any kind. This applies not only to what other people
may tell him about themselves orally, but to the letters they
may write to him. To those who are fond of flowery
expressions, the Englishman may appear uncomfortably cold.

R

reserved /r1'zavd adj. TEKEY, B
conceited /kon'si:trd adj. i, B
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reliable /r1'laiobl n. ATERN

flowery /'flavorr adj. f£WH

apply /o'plar v. iF

tend to 1=+

be related to 5...... iEES

keen on EZeeeeoly

due to




PR /213235 3210055 5

;D s F 4TI
=
is English modesty.

ST GRS E G 8 X AR TR EB T oy EAE
. XE—ABIE S, L EF 4955 4 English modesty is

closely related to English reserve,

D Closely related to English reserve

@ Even if he had managed to reach the finals in last year’s
local championships, he would say it in such a way as to
suggest that it was only due to a piece of good luck.
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All work and no play makes Jack a dull boy.
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/ — Today our life and work rare-
ly feel light, pleasant or healing.
,7 Instead, the whole experience of
being alive begins to melt into one
enormous obligation. It becomes the
standard greeting everywhere: “l am so
busy.”
We say this to one another with

\ no small degree of pride. The busier we

are, the more important we seem to ourselves and, we

imagine, to others. To be unavailable to our friends and
family, to be unable to find time for the sunset, to whiz
through our obligations without time for a single mindful
breath—this has become the model of a successful life.
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