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Style is to the book what smile is to the look.
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Books are to mankind what
memory is to the individual. They
contain the history of our race, the
discoveries we have made, the ac-
cumulated knowledge and experience
of ages; they picture for us the mir-
acles and beauties of nature, help us
in our difficulties, comfort us in sorrow
and in suffering. change hours of weari-
ness into moments of delight, store our
minds with ideas, fill them with good and happy thoughts,
and lift us out of and above ourselves.
Many of those who have had, as we say, all that this
world can give, have yet told us they owed much of their
purest happiness to books. Macaulay had wealth and fame,
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rank and power, and yet he tells us in his biography that he
owed the happiest hours of his life to books. He says. “If any
one would make me the greatest king that ever lived. with
palaces and gardens and fine dinners, and wines and
coaches, and beautiful clothes, and hundreds of servants, on
condition that | should not read books, | would not be a king;
| would rather be a poor man in a garret with plenty of books
than a king who didn’t love reading. ”

Precious and priceless are the blessings which the
books scatter around our daily paths. We walk, in
imagination, with the noblest spirits, through the most
solemn and charming regions.

Without stirring from our firesides we may roam to the
most remote regions of the earth, or soar into realms where
Spenser’s shapes of unearthly beauty flock to meet us, where
Milton’s angels peal in our ears the choral hymns of
Paradise. Science, art, literature, philosophy,—all that
man has thought, all that man has done,—the experience
that has been bought with the sufferings of a hundred
generations, —all are garnered up for us in the world of

books.
- e =l

accumulate /o'kjummjolert/ v. TR, H#EM
garret /'geerat/ n. TR, &
solemn /'splom/ adj. E/=H, =251
charming /'tfa:mm/ adj. & A\H, IR
fireside /'farosaid/ n. ¥Pia
roam /rovm/ v. 2, R, i fE
realm /relm/ n. i
unearthly /an'z:0l1i/ adj. JEA 1Ry, ML E
peal /piil/ V. Bgf‘giﬂll]r]
choral / 'ko:rol/ j. ERERAAY
hymn /him/ n. % ES =
garner /'gano/ v. fiETF
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Sharpening your axe will not delay your job of
cutting wood. J& 7] RiEAKSE T,
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Between the preparation

and the work, the apprentice-
ship and the actual dealing with

a task or an art, there comes, in
the experience of many young men,
a period of uncertainty and wandering
which is often misunderstood and cou-
nted as time wasted, when it is, in fact,
a period rich in full and free development.
It is as natural for ardent and cour-
ageous youth to wish to know what is in
life, what it means, and what it holds for its children, as for
a child to reach for and search the things that surround and
attract it. Behind every real worker in the world is a real
man, and a man has a right to know the conditions under
which he must live, and the choices of knowledge, power,
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and activity which are offered him. In the education of many
men and women, therefore, there comes the year of
wandering; the experience of traveling from knowledge to
knowledge and from occupation to occupation.

The forces which go to the making of a powerful man can
rarely be adjusted and blended without some disturbance of
relations and conditions. This disturbance is sometimes
injurious, because it affects the moral foundations upon which
character rests; and for this reason the significance of the
experience in its relation to development ought to be
sympathetically studied. The birth of the imagination and of
the passions. the perception of the richness of life. and the
consciousness of the possession of the power to master and use
that wealth, create a critical moment in the history of youth,—a
moment richer in possibilities of all kinds than comes at any later
period. Agitation and ferment of soul are inevitable in that
wonderful moment. There are times when agitation is as normal as
is self-control at other and less critical times.

The year of wandering is not a manifestation of aimlessness,
but of aspiration, and that in its ferment and uncertainty youth is
often guided to and finally prepared for its task.
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apprenticeship /o'prentisifip/ n. FEHEH

ardent /'a:dont/ adj. #IFERR
courageous /ko'rerdzos/ adj. TE/
rarely /'reol1/ adv. 1R/
blend /blend/ v. iBRE
disturbance /dis'ta:bons/ n. F#, A%
significance /sig'nifikons/ n. EX
perception /po'sepfon/ n. BEAN
consciousness /'kon[aosnis/ n. &7
possession /pa'zefon/ n. i\




