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F o rew o rd

  L iteratu re m asterpieces u su ally m irror th e cu lture o f a coun try

or area in a specific period of tim e．By reading these m asterpieces，

w e can enjoy the authors’fluent w riting styles，vivid and detailed

description，w hich w ill place US in that specific period’S history and

culture．For this purpose w e present the series of w orld literature
classics to th e readers．

  T h e se le c tio n  w a s m a d e b a se d o n su g g e stio n s o f m a n y

p ro fession al literature tran slators an d 1iterary  sch olars．A n d th ese

selected b o o k s w ere ed ited in accord w ith th e o rig in al w ork s．

M aking no abridgem ents or changes，w e attem pt to m aintain th e
orig in al sty le an d  fl av or o f th ese n ov els．

  B y reading th em ，you w ill have a better understanding of w estern

history  and culture，and your E nglish level w ill be im proved a lot

before you realize it．
  T h is series o f classics w ill lead y ou to th e w on d erfu l E n g lish

w o rld !



．-l-L ．．jL

月U    舌

    世界文学名著表现了作者描述的特定时代的文化。阅读这

些名著可以领略著者流畅的文笔、逼真的描述、详细的刻画，

让读者如同置身当时的历史文化之中。为此，我们将这套精心

编辑的“名著典藏”奉献给广大读者。

    我们找来了专门研究西方历史、西方文化的专家学者，请

教了专业的翻译人员，精心挑选了这些可以代表西方文学的著

作，并听取 了一些国外专门研究文学的朋友的建议，不删节、

不做任何人为改动，严格按照原著的风格，提供原汁原味的西

方名著，让读者能享受纯正的英文名著。

    随着阅读的展开，你会发现 自己的英语水平无形中有了大

幅提高，并且对西方历史文化的了解也日益深入广阔。

    送您一套经典，让您受益永远!
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A  Tale ofthe R agged M ountains

O L D -W O R L D  R o M A N C E S

A  Tale of the R agged M ountains

D U R IN G  th e fall o f th e y ear  1 82 7． w h ile resid in g n ear

C h ar lottesv ille，V irg in ia，I casu ally  m ad e th e acqu ain tan ce o f M r．

A ugustus B edloe．This young gentlem an w as rem arkable in every
resp ect．an d ex cited in  m e a pro foun d in terest an d cu rio sity．I

fo un d it im p o ssib le to com preh en d h im  eith er in h is m oral or h is

p hy sical relation s．O f h is fam ily I cou ld ob tain  n o satisfactory

accoun t．、Ⅳh en ce h e cam e．I n ev er ascertain ed．E v en  ab ou t h is ag e

—although I call him  a young gentlem an —there w as som ething

w hich perplexed m e in no little degree．H e certainly seem ed youn g

——and he m ade a point of speaking about his youth ——yet there w ere
m om en ts w h en I sh ou ld h av e h ad litt le troub le in im agin ing h im  a

h u n dred y ears o f ag e．B u t in  n o reg ard w as h e m ore p ecu liar th an

in his personal appearance．H e w as singularly tall an d thin．H e
sto op ed m u ch ．H is lim b s w ere ex ceedin g ly  L on g an d em aciated ．

H is foreh ead w as b ro ad an d lo w ．H is com p lex ion w as ab solu tely

b loodless．H is m outh w as large an d fl exib le．an d h is teeth w ere

m ore w ild ly  un ev en ．alth ou gh sou n d，th an  I h ad ev er b efore seen

teeth  in  a hu m an h ead ．T h e exp ression  o f h is sm ile，h ow ev er, w as

by no m eans unpleasing，as m ight be supposed；but it had no
v ariation w h atev er．It w as on e o f profo un d m elan ch oly ——of a

phaseless and unceasing gloom ．H is eyes w ere abnorm ally large，

and round like those of a cat．The pupils，too，upon any accession
or dim inu tion of light，un derw ent contraction or d ilation，iu st su ch

as is ob served in th e felin e trib e．In m om ents of ex citem en t th e

orbs grew  bright to a degree alm ost inconceivable；seem ing to em it
lu m in ou s rays，n ot of a refl ected bu t of an  intrin sic lu str e，as does a

can dle or th e sun：yet th eir ordin ary condition w as SO totally v ap id，



2 A  C om plete C ollection of Tales by Edgar A llan Poe

fi lm y, an d du ll as to conv ey th e idea of th e ey es of a L on g—interred

 co rp se -

  T h ese p ecu liari ties of p erson app eared to cau se h im  m u ch

ann oy an ce．and h e w as continu ally allu din g to them  in a sort of h alf

explanatory, half apologetic strain，w hich，w hen I first heard it，

im pressed m e very  painfully．I soon，how ever,grew  accustom ed to
it．and m y un easin ess w ore 0伍 It seem ed to b e his design  rath er to

insinuate than directly to assert that，physically,he had not alw ays
b een w h at h e w as ——that a L on g series of n euralgic attack s h ad

redu ced h im  from  a condition of m ore th an u su al p erson al b eauty,

to that w hich I saw ．F or m any y ears p ast h e had b een att en ded by a

physician，nam ed Tem pleton —an old gentlem an，perhaps seventy
years of age —w h om  h e h ad fi rst encou ntered at S aratoga，an d from

w h ose atten tion，w hile th ere，he eith er receiv ed，or fan cied that he

receiv ed，great b en efi t．T h e result w as th at B edloe，w h o w as

w ealthy,had m ade an arrangem ent w ith D r．Tem pleton，by w hich
th e latt er, in con sideration of a lib eral ann ual allow an ce，h ad

con sented to devote his tim e an d m ed ical exp eri en ce ex clu siv ely to

th e care o f th e in v alid．

  D octor Tem pleton had been

at Pari s had becom e a convert，
a traveller in his younger days，an d

in great m easure，to th e doctrines of
M esm er．It w as altogeth er by m eans of m agn etic rem ed ies th at h e

had su cceeded in alleviatin g th e acu te p ain s of his p atien t；an d th is

Su ccess h ad v ery n atu rally in sp ired th e latter w ith  a certain  degree

of con fi den ce in th e op in ion s from  w h ich th e rem edies h ad b een

edu ced．T he D octor, h ow ev er, 1ike all en thu siasts．had struggled

h ard to m ak e a th orou gh  conv ert  of his pup il．an d fi n ally  SO far

gain ed h is p oin t as to in du ce the SU ff erer to subm it to num erou s

experi m ents．B y a fr equ ent rep etition of th ese，a resu lt h ad ari sen，

w h ich of late day s h as b ecom e SO com m on as to attract little or n o

att en tion ，bu t w h ich 。at th e p eri o d of w h ich  1 w rite．had v ery  rarely

b een  k n ow n  in A m erica．I m ean to say, th at b etw een D o ctor

T em pleton an d B edloe there had grow n up．1ittle by little．a very

distin ct an d stron g ly  m ark ed rap p ort．or m agn etic relation ．I am  n ot
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prepared to assert，how ever,that this rapport extended beyond the

lim its of the sim ple sleep—producing pow er,but this pow er itself
had attained great intensity．A t the fi rst attem pt to induce the

m agn etic som n olency, th e m esm erist entirely failed．In th e fi fth or

sixth he su cceeded v ery p art ially, an d aft er L ong con tinu ed eff ort．

O nly at th e tw elfl h w as th e triu m p h com p lete．A ft er th is th e w ill of

th e p atient su ccum b ed rap idly to th at of th e phy sician，SO that，

w hen I fi rst b ecam e acqu ainted w ith th e tw o．sleep w as brou ght

ab out alm o st in stantan eou sly by th e m ere v olition o f th e op erator,

ev en w hen th e inv alid w as unaw are of his presen ce．It is on ly n ow ,

in th e y ear 1 84 5．w h en sim ilar m iracles are w itn essed daily b y

th ou sand s，th at I dare v enture to record th is app arent im p ossib ility

as a m atter of seriOU S fact．

  T h e tem p erature o f B edloe w as。in th e h ighest degree sen sitiv e，

excitable，enthu siastic．H is im agin ation w as sin gu larly vigorou s

an d creativ e；an d n o d ou b t it d eri v ed ad d ition al force from  th e

h ab itu al u se of m orph in e，w h ich he sw allow ed in great qu antity,

an d w ith out w h ich h e w ou ld h av e foun d it im p ossib le to ex ist．It

w as h is practice to ta k e a v ery large dose of it im m ediately after

break fast each m om in g ——or, rath er, im m ediately aft er a cup of

strong COfl ee。for h e ate noth in g in th e fo ren oon —an d th en set forth

alone，or attended only by a dog，upon a L ong ram ble am ong the
ch ain of w ild an d dreary h ills that lie w estw ard and sou thw ard o f

C h arlottesv ille，an d are th ere dign ifi ed by th e title of th e R agged

M ountain s．

  U p on a dim ，w arm ，m isty  da y, tow ard th e clo se of N ov em ber,

an d during th e stran ge interreg n um  of th e season s w h ich in

 A m erica is term ed th e In d ian  Su m m er, M r．B ed lo e d ep arted  as

 u su al for the hills．T he da y p assed．and still h e did n ot return．

  A b out eight O ’clock at n ight，h av in g b ecom e seri ou sly alarm ed

at h is protracted ab sen ce，w e w ere ab out seR in g ou t in search of

h im ，w h en h e un exp ected ly m ade his 印p earan ce，in h ealth n o

w orse th an u su al．and in rath er m ore th an ordin ary sp irits．T h e

account w hich he gave of his exp edition，and of th e events w hich
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h ad detain ed h im ，w as a sin gu lar on e in deed．

  “Y ou w ill rem em b er,”said h e．“that it w as ab out nin e in th e

m orn in g w h en I 1eft C h arlottesv ille．I b en t m y step s im m ediately to

th e m ountain s，an d，ab ou t ten，entered a gorge w h ich w as en tirely

n ew  to m e．I fo llow ed th e w in d in g s o f th is p ass w ith  m u ch  in terest．

T h e scen ery w h ich presen ted itself on all sides．alth ou gh scarcely

entitled to b e called gran d，h ad ab out it an in describ ab le an d to m e

a deliciou s asp ect of dreary  d esolation ．T h e solitude seem ed

ab solutely v irgin ．I cou ld n ot h elp b eliev in g th at th e green sod s an d

th e gray ro ck s u p on  w h ich  I tro d h ad b een tro d den  n ev er b efore b y

th e fo ot of a hum an b ein g．So entirely seclu d ed，and in fact

in accessib le，ex cept throu gh a series of accidents，is th e entr an ce of

th e rav ine，th at it is by n o m ean s im p o ssib le th at 1 w as in deed th e

f-rst adv en tu rer —th e v ery  fi rst an d so le adv en turer w h o h ad ev er

penetrated its recesses．
  “T he th ick and p eculiar m ist，or sm oke，w hich distingu ishes the

In dian Su m m er, an d w h ich n ow  hu ng h eav ily ov er a11 ob iects．

served，n o d ou b t，to d eep en  th e v agu e im p ression s w h ich th ese

objects created．So den se w as th is p leasant fog th at I cou ld at n o

tim e see m ore th an a dozen y ard s of th e p ath b efore m e．T h is p ath

w as ex cessiv ely sin u ou s。an d as th e sun  cou ld n ot b e seen ．I so on

lost a11 idea of the direction in w hich I joum eyed．In th e m eantim e

the m orp h in e h ad its cu stom ary  eff ect — that of en du in g all th e

ex tern al w orld w ith an inten sity of in terest．In th e qu iv ering of a

leaf—in the hu e of a blade of grass —in the shap e of a 仃ef’oil—in

the hum m ing of a bee —in the gleam ing of a dew —drop —in the

breathing of the w ind ——in th e faint odors that cam e from  the forest

——th ere cam e a w h ole un iv erse of su ggestion ——a gay an d m otley

tr ain of rhap sodical and im m ethodical thought．

  “B usied in this，1 w alked on fo r several hours．during w hich the

m ist d eep en ed  arou n d  m e to SO g reat an  ex ten t th at at 1en g th  1 w as

redu ced to an ab SOlu te grop ing of th e w ay． A n d n ow  an

in d escrib ab le un easin ess p o ssessed m e ——a sp ecies o f n erv ou s

hesitation and tr em or．I feared to tread．1est I should be precip itated

into som e aby ss．I rem em b ered，too，str an ge stories told ab ou t th ese
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R agged H ills，and of the uncouth and fi erce races of m en w ho

ten anted th eir grov es and cavem s．A  thou san d v agu e fan cies

opp ressed an d d iscon certed m e— fan cies th e m ore distressin g

b ecau se v agu e．V ery su d den ly m y attention w as arrested b v the

lou d b eatin g of a drum ．

  “M y am azem en t w as，of course．extrem e．A  drum  in th ese hills

w as a th in g unkn ow n ．I cou ld n ot h av e b een m ore su rprised at th e

sou n d of th e trum p of th e A rch an gel．B ut a n ew  an d still m ore

astoun din g source of in terest and p erp lex ity  arose．T h ere cam e a

w ild rattling or jingling sound，as if of a bunch of large keys，and
up on th e in stant a du sky —v isaged an d h alf-n ak ed m an rushed p ast

m e w ith a shriek．H e cam e SO clo se to m y p erson th at I feIt h is h ot

breath up on  m y face．H e b ore in on e h an d an in strum en t com p o sed

of an assem b lage of steel ti n g s，and sh ook th em  v igorou sly as h e

ran．Scarcely had he disappeared in the m ist before，panting after

him ，w ith open m outh and glaring eyes，there dart ed a huge beast．I
cou ld n ot b e m istak en in its character．It w as a hy en a．

  “T h e sight of th is m on ster rath er reliev ed th an h eightened m y

terrors — for I now  m ade su re that I dream ed．an d en deavored to

arou se m y self to w ak in g con sciou sn ess．I stepp ed b old ly  an d

brisk ly forw ard．I ru bb ed m y ey es．I called alou d．I p inch ed m y

lim b s．A  sm all sp rin g of w ater presented itself to m y v iew ,an d h ere，

sto o p in g．I b ath ed m y  h an d s an d m y  h ead an d n eck ．T h is seem ed to

dissip ate th e equ iv ocal sen sation s w h ich h ad h ith erto ann oyed m e．

I arose，as I th ou gh t，a n ew  m an，an d proceeded steadily  an d

com placently on m y unknow n w ay．
  “A t len gth，qu ite ov ercom e b y ex em on ，an d b y a cert ain

opp ressiv e closen ess of th e atm osp h ere．I seated m y self b en eath a

tree．P resently th ere cam e a feeb le gleam  o f sun sh in e，an d th e

sh adow  of th e 1eav es of th e tree feU  faintly but defi n itely up on th e

grass．A t th is sh ad ow  I g azed w on d erin g ly fo r m an y  m inu tes．Its

ch aracter stu p efi ed m e w ith  aston ishm en t．I look ed up w ard ．T h e

tr ee w as a palm ．
  “I n ow  aro se hu rri edly,an d in a state of fearfu l agitation —for th e

fan cy th at I dr eam ed w ou ld serv e m e n o L onger．I saw —I felt th at I

5
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h ad p erfect com m an d of m y sen ses ——an d th ese sen ses n ow  brou．gh t

to m y SOU l a w orld of novel an d singu lar sen sation．T he h eat

b ecam e all at on ce intolerab le．A  stran ge o dor loaded th e b reeze．A

low , COntinu ou s m u rm ur, lik e th at ari sing from  a fu ll．but gen tly

flow in g ri v er,cam e to m y ears．interm in gled w im  th e p ecu liar h u m

of m u ltitudin ou s hum an v oices．

  “W h ile I listen ed in an extrem ity of aston ishm en t w h ich I n eed

n ot attem p t to descri b e，a stron g an d b ri ef 娜 st of w in d b ore Ofr th e

in cu m b en t fo g as if b y th e w an d o f an  en ch an ter．

  “I found m y self at th e foot of a high  m oun tain．an d look in g

dow n into a v ast p lain，throu gh w hich w oun d a m ajestic riv er．O n

th e m argin o f m is riv er sto od an E astern—look ing citY, su ch as w e

read o f in th e A rab ian T ales．bu t o f a ch aracter ev en m o re sin gu lar

than any th ere describ ed．F rom  m y p o sition，w hich w as far ab ov e

the lev el of th e tow n ．I cou ld p erceive its ev ery n ook an d com er,as

if delin eated on a m aD ．T h e streets seem ed innu m erab le，an d

cro ssed  each  o th er irreg u larly  in  all d irectio n s．b u t w ere ra th er

L on g w in din g alley s th an streets．and ab solu tely sw arm ed w ith

inh ab itants．T he h ou ses w ere w ild ly p icturesqu e．0 n ev ery  h an d

w as a w ildern ess o f b alcon ies，of v eran das，of m in arets，of shrin es，

and fantastically carved oriels．B azaars ab oun d ed；an d in th ese

w ere d isp lay ed rich w ares in in fi n ite v ariety  an d  p ro fu sion —silk s，

m u slin s，th e m o st dazzlin g cutlery ,th e m o st m agn ifi cent jew els an d

gem s．B esides th ese th in gs，w ere seen，on all sides，b ann ers an d

p alanqu in s， litters w ith stately dam es close veiled， elep hants

gorgeously capari soned，idols grotesquely hew n，drulTiS，bann ers，

and gongs，spears，silver and gilded m aces．A nd am id the crow d，
an d th e clam or, and the gen eral in tr icacy an d con fusion—am id th e

m illion of b lack an d yellow  m en，tu rb aned and robed，and of

fl ow in g b eard，there roam ed a coun tless m u ltitu d e of h oly fi lleted

bu lls，w h ile vast legion s o f th e fi lthy bu t sacred ape clam b ered，

chaR erin g an d shriek in g，ab out th e com ices of th e m osqu es，or

clu n g to th e m in arets an d O riels．F ro m  th e sw arm in g streets to th e

bank s of th e ri v eL there d escen d ed inn u m erab le fl igh ts of step s

leading to bath ing p laces，w hile th e ri ver itself seem ed to force a
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passage w ith diffi culty through the vast fleets of deeply ——
burthened ship s that far and w ide encountered its surface．B eyond

the lim its of the city  arose，in frequent m ajestic groups，the palm
 an d th e Cocoa，w ith oth er gigantic an d w eird trees of v ast age。and

here an d th ere m ight b e seen a fi eld of rice，the th atch ed hut o f a

peasant，a tank，a stray tem ple，a gypsy cam p，or a solitary graceful
m aiden ta kin g h er w ay, w ith  a pitch er up on h er h ead．to th e b ank s

 of the m agnificent river．
  “Y ou w ill say now ,of course．that I dream ed；but not SO．W hat I

 saw —w h at I h eard —w h at I felt —w h at I thou ght —had ab out it

 n oth ing of th e u nm istak ab le idio syn crasy of th e dream ．A 11 w as

 ri g orou sly self-con sisten t．A t fi rst，doubting that 1 w as really aw ak e，

I entered into a seri es of tests．w hich soon conv in ced m e th at I

 really w as．N ow ,w h en on e dr eam s，and，in the dream ，su sp ects th at

 h e dream s，the su sp icion never fa ils to confi rm  itself, an d th e

 sleep er is alm o st im m ediately arou sed．T hu s N ov alis errs n ot in

 say in g th at‘w e are n ear  w ak ing w h en  w e dr eam  th at w e dr eam ．’

H ad th e v ision occu rred to m e as I descri b e it．w ithout m y

 su sp ectin g it as a dr eam ，th en a dr eam  it m igh t ab SO lu tely h av e

 b een，b u t，occu rrin g as it did，and su sp ected an d tested as it w as，I

 am  forced to class it am on g oth er ph en om en a．’’

  “In this I am  n ot sur e th at y ou are w ron g．” ob served D r．

T em p leton．“bu t proceed．Y oU arose an d descen ded into th e city．’’

  “I aro se，”continu ed B edloe。regardin g th e D octor w ith an air of

p ro foun d aston ishm ent“I aro se．as y ou say, an d descen ded in to th e

city．O n m y w ay I fell in w ith an im m ense populace．crow ding
thr ou gh ev ery av enu e，all in th e sam e direction，and exh ib itin g in

ev ery action th e w ild est excitem ent．V ery  su dden ly，an d by som e

in con ceiv ab le im p u lse．I b ecam e inten sely  im b u ed w ith  p erson al

interest in w h at w as goin g on．I seem ed to feel that I had an

im portant part to play,w ithout exactly understa nding w hat it w as．
A g ain st th e crow d  w h ich en v iron ed m e．h ow ev er, I ex p erien ced a

deep sentim en t of an im o sity．I shrank  from  am id th em ，an d，sw iftly,

b y  a circu itou s p ath ．reach ed and en tered  th e city ．H ere all w as th e

7
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w ildest tum u lt an d con tention．A  sm all p arty of m en，clad in

garm ents half-Indian，half-E urop ean，an d o ffi cered b y gentlem en in

a uniform  partly B ritish，w ere engaged，at great odds，w ith the
sw arm ing rabble of the alleys．I joined the w eaker party, arm ing
m y self w ith th e w eaDon s of a fallen om cer,and fi gh tin g I kn ew  n ot

w h o m  w ith th e n ervou s fero city o f desp air．W e w ere so on

ov erp ow ered by nu m bers，an d dri v en to seek refu ge in a sp ecies of

k io sk．H ere w e barricaded ourselv es，and，for th e p resent w ere

secu re．F ro m  a 10 0p —h o le n ear th e su m m it o f th e k io sk ．I p erceiv ed

a vast crow d，in furi ous agitation，surrounding and assaulting a gay
p alace th at ov erhun g th e riv er．P resentlN  from  an upp er w in dow  of

this p lace，there descended an eff em in ate—look in g p erson，by m ean s

of a string m ade of th e turb an s of his atten dants．A  b oat w as at h an d，

in w hich h e escap ed to th e opp o site b an k o f th e riv er．

  “A n d n ow  a n ew  object took p ossession o f m y sou l．I sp ok e a

few  hurried but en ergetic w ords to m y com p an ion s．an d，h av in g

su cceeded in gain in g ov er a feW  o f th em  to m y purp o se m ade a

fr an tic sally from  th e k iosk ．W e ru sh ed am id th e crow d th at

surroun ded it．T h ey retreated，at fi rst．b efore u s．T h ey rallied，

fou ght m adly,and retreated again．In th e m ean tim e w e w ere b orn e

far from  th e k io sk，and b ecam e b ew ildered an d entangled am on g

th e n arr ow  str eets of tall，ov erhan gin g hou ses，into th e recesses of

w h ich the sun h ad n ev er b een ab le to sh in e．T h e rabb le p ressed

im petuously upon US，harrassing US w ith their spears，and
ov erw h elm in g U S w ith fl ights of arr ow s．T h ese laR er w ere v ery

rem arkab le。an d resem b led in som e resp ects th e w rith in g creese of

th e M alay．T h ey w ere m ade to im itate the b ody o f a ereep in g

serp en t，an d w ere L on g an d b lack ．w ith  a p o ison ed b arb ．O n e o f

th em  struck m e up on th e right tem p le．I reeled an d fell．An

in stan tan eou s an d dread fu l sickn ess seized m e．I stru g g led — I

gasped —I died．”

  “You w ill hardly persist FIO-W，’’

your adventu re w as not a dream ．

that you are dead?’’

said I sm iling，“that the w hole of

Y ou are not prepared to m aintain
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