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INTRODUCGTION

Television satellite trucks lined the street outside the

Century Plaza Hotel in Los Angeles, California', on Oc-

tober 7, 2003. People had been streaming into the hotel
all evening. Inside, eighty cameras from around the world
were ready to record history. The hum? of the crowd rose
as hundreds of people packed into the hotel ballroom. With
great excitement, they awaited the arrival of their newly

elected governor, Arnold Schwarzenegger?.

Throughout the day, Californians had gone to the polls
to make a historic decision. Should they eject their cur-
rent governor, Gray Davis®, from office? And if so, who
should be the next governor? California’s economy was
troubled. Many people, including Schwarzenegger, blamed
Davis, saying he had mismanaged the state’s budget. Well
over a million Californians had signed a petition® asking
for this special recall vote to determine whether or not
Davis should keep his job as governor.

A field of 135 candidates emerged to oppose Davis,
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and from the beginning, Schwarzenegger was one of the
front-runners. In a whirlwind two-month campaign,
Schwarzenegger talked with Californians of all ages and
backgrounds. He told them that the current government
lacked leadership, that it was spending too much money
and hurting the future of California. He promised to take
charge of the state’s budget problems. “If you want to
change this state, then join me,” Schwarzenegger said.
When voters went to the polls, they ousted Davis and
soundly elected Arnold Schwarzenegger as the leader of
the most populous state in the country.
Schwarzenegger’s family, friends, and supporters
had gathered to celebrate this great victory. When he en-
tered the ballroom, the crowd exploded in applause.
Schwarzenegger stepped up to the podium® and flashed a
wide smile. He stood basking in triumph before quieting
the crowd for his victory speech. Schwarzenegger thanked
Californians. “1 will not fail you. 1 will not disappoint you.
And I will not let you down,” he said. “I want to be the
governor for the people. I want to represent everybody.”
As balloons and confetti’ filled the air, the crowd roared

its approval of their new governor.

An Uncommon Candidate

This had not been an ordinary election, and

Schwarzenegger was not an ordinary candidate. He was
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a political outsider — a bodybuilder, movie star, and
business owner. He was not someone who had spent a
lifetime in politics. He did not even look like a typical
political candidate. Under his suit was the broad, muscu-
lar physique® that had made him famous. Tan and well
groomed, with a trim, athletic form, he was the California
ideal of health and vigor.

Schwarzenegger did not sound like a typical candidate,
either. His heavily accented and sometimes awkward En-
glish gave away the fact that he was an immigrant. The
native Austrian® had arrived in California in 1968 at age
twenty-one with only twenty dollars in his pocket. A self-
made'’ man who went on to earn a fortune, Schwarzenegger
appealed to California’s immigrant population. On the
campaign trail, he found common ground with many other
citizens who had come to America to start a new life.

And Schwarzenegger certainly had more charisma
and charm than the usual political candidate. With a con-
fident grin, he tossed out the type of one-liners that had
made him a popular action-movie hero. The fact that he
was an actor did not stop Californians from voting for
him. The state had seen its share of celebrities-turned-
politicians. Sonny Bono'!, who had been part of the 1970s

singing duo Sonny and Cher'?, became a U.S. senator.

The residents of Carmel'*, California, elected actor Clint

Eastwood'* as their mayor. And actor Ronald Reagan
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served as California’s governor before he was elected
president of the United States in 1980.

Schwarzenegger had the savvy'® of a salesperson.
He would sell himself to the voters and then sell Califor-
nia to the world. He told voters that, unlike a career
politician, he was a successful business owner who knew
how to manage a budget. He assured the state’s resi-
dents that he would be a strong leader who would re-
sponsibly guide California, one of the world’s largest and
most diverse economies.

The family members who surrounded Schwarzenegger
on stage that night also made him an unusual candidate.
His wife, Maria Shriver's, is the niece of former U.S.

president John F. Kennedy. The Kennedys are one of
America’s most legendary families, with members fa-
mous for their Democratic politics and liberal causes.
Schwarzenegger is the lone Republican among them, dif-
fering mainly in his more conservative economic views.
On social issues such as education and the environment,
however, he mostly agrees with the Kennedy clan. This
mix of views appealed to Californians looking for a
moderate candidate.

Throughout his life, Schwarzenegger had built his ca-
reer by reinventing himself — from bodybuilder to actor
to entrepreneur'’. Now he would need to reinvent himself
again as Governor Schwarzenegger. Although he had
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never before held political office and knew little about the
legislative process, Schwarzenegger was confident in his
ability to govern. He would approach his new mission the
same way he had approached every goal in his life — with
fierce determination. From the beginning, failure had never

been an option for Arnold Schwarzenegger.
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INTRODUCTION
1 Los Angeles, California — fnfl#& 8 LM & 42075
2 hum—— FEREH
3 Arnold Schwarzenegger —— Mg « i FLFE 48
4 Gray Davis—— X&E - BitH
5 petition— FE
6 podium — #&
7 confetti—— AHKE
8 physique —— {Kig
9 Austrian —— EibF| A
10 self-made — BHFERH
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17 entrepreneur — R
QUESTIONS
1 What happened in Century Plaza Hotet in Los Angeles,
on October 7, 20037
2 What did Schwarzenegger say in his victory speech?
3 What was Schwarzenegger, before he became the
governor?
4 Where was Schwarzenegger’s native place?
5 When and how old did Schwarzenegger arrive In

California?
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Chapter ONE

GROWING UP

I he story of Arnold Alois Schwarzenegger
began in the small Austrian village of Thal'. Nestled?

among forested hills and sparkling lakes, Thal lies only

a few miles from Graz?®, Austria’s second largest city. It

was 1n this scenic southeastern region of the country that

the Schwarzeneggers put down roots generations ago.

Arnold’s father, Gustav®, came from a modest family
of locksmiths® and steelworkers. Even as a child, Gustav
stood out from the rest of his family for his wit, charm,
and good looks. As an adult, “he was always neat, his
hair slicked back, his mustache trimmed to a line,”
Arnold remembered. Gustav played six instruments, and

music was his lifelong joy. He also carried himself with



