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( I ) Classifiers are words denoting the counting units of various objects and actions, in
general, they can be classified as two categories: noun classifiers and verb classifiers.

1. Noun classifiers are for persons or objeces, used between a numeral and a noun,
which can be classified as individual classifiers( , ), collective classifiers( , ), meas-
ure classifiers ( , ), indefinite classifiers( , ). etc.

2. Verb classifiers are for actions, used after a verb. Common verb classifiers are

s s etc.

(I )Grammatical characteristics of classifiers

1. They cannot be used alone, and usually placed after a numeral or a demonstrative
pronoun, for example: , . Usually a classifier is followed by a noun or a pro-
noun. It cannot be followed by verbs, adjectives, auxiliary words, adverbs and preposi-
tions, etc. For example:

[wrong] .

[correct] o

2. Monosyllabic classifiers can be duplicated, denoting “every” or“many”. For exam-

ple: (Everyone is good) , (many bygones) , (various cir-
cumstances).
HSK
1. o
A. B. C. D. B
2. o
) ) .
A B C. D D
3 20 , 1 .
1. s o
A B. C D.
r 1« , o 7 . 7
“ ” 9 N ~N ~N N ~ ~
N . . N N NN . 7 o cCC
2 o
A B. C D
r 1«7 o 7 . 7 ,
~ o “ ” 9 Ay N
NN NN NN o DC >



”



B(

)

)

”

”

”»

b
Y A Ay
C
b
C.
~
o
C
“ ”»
o
N
C
““ ”»

9
C
9
”» “ ”
o
o
b
C
~ N ~
C
“ ”»
N N A N



e

“ ”»
o N
“
S N N o
?
C
b ’
“ ”»
o
AC )
C
“ ”»
o
““ ”»
~ S N o
o
C
”»
b
o
C
[
”» “
o
b
C
“ ”»
o
~ N ~ ~
C.
9
”
A
N A A}

”»



20,

»

“

“ ”»

16,

”»

“

A(

27.4

)

”»

”

D(

“

D(

190 “ ”

”

“

30.

”»

”»

C(

& O o U O O & O

”
|

=

B S T R R VS YL S s B SUPC S S



10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

17.

18.

19.

20.

21.

22.

23.

24.

25.

26.

217.

28.

e

e



29.

30.

~ O~






( I ) Numerals are words denoting number, which can be classified as cardinal number,
ordinal, etc.
1. Cardinal number. . , . ,  , , , . Cardinal number is indicated

by a definite number of basic number.

2. Ordinal ; ,331 ,14 6 15 ,2 5 s .

3. Multiple, fraction and decimal: , , (2/3),
(40%0), (3.14).

4. Round number: , , ) ,

b

The ordinal denotes the sequence of numbers, usually consists of the prefix “ ” and a

cardinal number. Sometimes, the ordinal may appear in the form of cardinal number, but
implying the meaning of “ ”. For example: when we express the hierarchy of family mem-
bers, “ 7 is not used, and we may simply say: , , . The word “ ” can be
added in the way of synonymous transformation in the following cases, such as equals
, equals , equals . When an ordinal is used with a
verb or a noun, a classifier is usually added between them, for example: ,

In fact multiples and fractions are “numeral—classifiers”, not pure “numerals”, for

9 &

instance: “ in ”is a numeral,“ ”is a classifier;“ ?

is equal to
” ”

”,herein “ ”and “ are numerals, “ ”is a classifier. An around number denotes an

approximate number. There are there ways to indicate around numbers: (O two neighbor

“

cardinal numbers are used consecutively; @ . , , . ete.” are placed after

“ ”»

the cardinal number; @) is added before or after the cardinal number. Some of the

round numbers are numerals, for instance: , s , ; some are not
numerals, for instance; and , etc. which are “a numeral plus a noun of
location”.

( II )YGrammatical characteristics of numerals

1. A numeral is often used together with a classifier, for instance; ) . Whether
it can combine with a classifier to indicate a number is a criterion to judge the parts of speech
as numerals,

2. Multiples can only express the increase of numbers but not the decrease of numbers.
Fractions can denote both the increase and the decrease of numbers. The increase or de-

crease of numbers should be based on the original number.
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